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Red Dot Books Explained
5th - 8th Parent Coffee

If you’ve ever been in the 
Mellon Library, you will 
see that on the spines of 
some of the fiction 
books, there are red 
dots... these indicate 
that they are appropriate 
for 5th and 6th graders.



Red Dots

✤ Only fiction

✤ Reading level 

✤ Below Grade 7.0

✤ Interest level 

✤ Grades 3-6; 4-7; 5-8

Here are the rough 
guidelines used when 
determining which books 
get a red dot and which 
do not. 



Sharing 
Shelves
Lolita a few books down from Eleven

Red dot books are found on 
the shelves in amongst the 
rest of the fiction. This 
system used to indicate all 
middle school fiction, so at 
times you will see red dots 
covered up with a white 
sticker. The change was 
made because there is a real 
difference between what’s 
appropriate for 5-6 grade 
students and those in 7-8.



Dilemma: Reading Level ꜜ / Interest Level ꜜ ꜛ
Don’t want to keep older readers from being interested

Just because a book doesn’t 
have a red dot, doesn’t mean 
it might not be appropriate 
for your 5th and 6th grader. 
In some cases, the book may 
hold interest for older 
students as well. However, a 
red sticker on the spine 
holds a stigma for older 
students who want to move 
beyond younger fiction... in 
these cases, we leave the red 
dot off.



Dilemma: 
Reading Level ꜜ / 
Interest Level ꜛ
Annexed... reading level 3.4... interest level 
9-12

Not such a huge dilemma 
are the books that kids 
can read, but probably 
shouldn’t because of 
content. These books do 
not and will not contain 
a red dot.



Dilemma: 
Reading Level ꜛ  
/ Classics
Robinson Crusoe... 12+ reading level... 
popularly thought of as novel for children

Often parents try to get 
their children to read the 
classics, but we need to 
be careful as many are 
written at reading level 
far beyond our young 
students. Look for re-
written tales instead.



Destiny Catalog
Call number... TitlePeek... Additional information

Our catalog records can be 
helpful when looking for 
appropriate books. 

If a call number for a fiction 
book starts M FIC, that tells 
you it’s a red dot book and 
appropriate for 5th and 6th 
graders.

TitlePeek can give you book 
reviews, summaries, the first 
chapter of the book, table of 
contents, and more.

Look under Additional 
Information for reading and 
interest levels.



Date

TitlePeek
Summary, reviews, first chapter, and more

TitlePeek will open in 
another screen and 
contains helpful 
information when 
looking for books.



Librarians rely on reviews to buy and level books

Favorite Review Sources

As librarians, we use 
expert reviews when 
choosing and leveling 
books. Our favorites are 
found on this and the 
next two slides.



Favorite Review Sources
Librarians rely on reviews to buy and level books



Favorite Review Sources
Librarians rely on reviews to buy and level books



Common Sense Media
Rates books, games, films, television shows and more...

A helpful site for parents who 
want answers to which books, 
movies, television shows, video 
games, apps, and websites are 
appropriate for their child:

www.commonsensemedia.org



Common Sense Media
Rates books, games, films, television shows and more...

Search and get answers 
to your questions, but 
remember this is still 
just a guide.



Common Sense Media
Rates books, games, films, television shows and more...

Sometimes the “experts” 
don’t agree with parents 
and kids. 

Rate titles on 
those things 
that matter to 
parents. 



Common Sense Media
Rates books, games, films, television shows and more...

Gives a detailed 
description for their 
rating. 



Finally...

✤ You know your child better 
than we do. If there’s 
something we need to know, 
contact us.

✤ We’re open until 5 p.m. M-F,   
so come in with your child to 
browse and choose appropriate 
titles.

Don’t forget, we can 
always put a note in your 
child’s record to help us 
when suggesting books.

i.e. No scary books


