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RECENTLY PUBLISHED   
 
Armistead, Cal. Being Henry David. c2013  
'Hank,' who can't remember who he is, awakes in Penn Station with a copy of Thoreau's Walden as his 
only possession. He must figure out where he's from and why he ran away. 
 
Asher, Jay. The Future of Us. c2012  
It's 1996. Emma just got a computer and an America Online CD. She and her best friend Josh power it 
up and log on - and discover themselves on Facebook in 2011. 
 
Berry, Julie. All the Truth That's in Me. c2013  
Ever since the horrifying trauma that left her best friend dead and Judith without a tongue, she's been a 
pariah in her community. When her community is attacked, Judith is forced to speak, and perhaps save 
more people from harm. 
 
Blackman, Malorie.  Noble Conflict. c2013  
Years after a violent war destroyed much of the world, Kaspar has grown up in a society based on 
peace and harmony. But beyond the city walls, a vicious band of rebels are plotting to tear this peace 
apart. It is up to the Guardians - an elite peacekeeping force - to protect the city, without ever resorting 
to the brutal methods of their enemy. 
 
Bulawayo, Noviolet.  We Need New Names. c2013 
Whenever foreigners visit Paradise they always ask Darling and her friends to smile for the camera. 
But they all want to go to the real paradise in America or Britain. 
 
Dowd, Siobhan. The Ransom of Dond. c2013  
Darra - as the 13th child to be born to her mother, is destined to be sacrificed to Dond, the dark god 
of the underworld. On the day she turns 13 she'll be rowed out to sea, where she will leap 
overboard with a rock tied to her ankle. But will she? 

Flood, C. J. Infinite Sky. c2013  
As her mum leaves home, travellers set up camp in the family's field, her older brother goes off the 
rails, and she falls in love. The novel opens with a funeral and Iris is mourning the boy in the casket - 
but who is it? Sam, her tearaway brother, or Trick, her boyfriend? 
 
Hartman, Rachel. Seraphina. c2013  
The kingdom of Goredd is populated by humans and by dragons who fold themselves into a human 
form. Though they live alongside each other, the peace between them is uneasy. When a member of the 
royal family is murdered, and the crime appears to have been committed by a dragon, the peace and 
treaty between both worlds is seriously threatened. 
 
Hautman, Pete. The Obsidian Blade.  c2013  
After Tucker Feye's parents disappear, he suspects that the strange disks of shimmering air are 
somehow involved, and, when he steps inside one, his fears are confirmed. 
 
McNeal, Tom. Far Far Away. c2013  
The ghost of Jacob Grimm watches over Jeremy, protecting him from an unknown dark evil whispered 
about in the space between this world and the next. But when a provocative local girl Ginger takes an 
interest in Jeremy, a heartbreaking chain of events is put into motion. 
 
Northrop, Michael. Rotten. c2013  
JD Dobbs returns from a mysterious summer "upstate" and finds that his mother has adopted an abused 
Rottweiler that JD names Johnny Rotten, but soon his tenuous relationship with the dog is threatened.   
 
Wein, Elizabeth. Rose Under Fire. c2013  
Rose Justice is a pilot, delivering planes and taxing pilots for the RAF during the summer of  1944. She 
discovers that not all battles are fought in the air. 
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SERIES  
 
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Chains. (Series: Seeds of America)  
After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during 
the Revolutionary War.  
 
Anderson, M.T. The Pox Party. (Series: The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing)  
Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, a young African 
American, from birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a science experiment in the years 
leading up to and during the Revolutionary War.  
 
Card, Orson Scott. Pathfinder. (Series: Pathfinder)  
Thirteen-year-old Rigg has a secret ability to see the paths of others' pasts, but revelations after his 
father's death set him on a dangerous quest that brings new threats from those who would either control 
his destiny or kill him.  
 
Crossan, Sarah. Breathe. (Series: Breathe)  
The Auxiliary class cannot afford the oxygen tax that supplies extra air for running, dancing and sports. 
Anyone who opposes the regime is labelled a terrorist and ejected from the Pod to die. 16-year-old 
Alina is part of the secret resistance, but when a mission goes wrong she is forced to escape from the 
Pod.  
 
Dashner, James. The Maze Runner. (Series: Maze Runner)  
Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle of a maze and realizes he must work 
with the community in which he finds himself if he is to escape.  
 
Hartman, Rachel. Seraphina. (Series: Seraphina)  
The kingdom of Goredd is populated by humans and by dragons who fold themselves into a human 
form. Though they live alongside each other, the peace between them is uneasy. But when a member of 
the royal family is murdered, and the crime appears to have been committed by a dragon, the peace and 
treaty between both worlds is seriously threatened.  
 
Jordan, Robert. The Eye of the World. (Series: Wheel of Time)  
In the Third Age the bestial Trollocs hunt the villagers, and the Dark One, imprisoned by the Creator at 
the moment of creation, is now stirring in Shayol Ghul.  
 
Lewis, C.S. Out of the Silent Planet. (Series: Space Trilogy)  
A philologist is kidnapped and taken via space-ship from England to Malacandra where he escapes and 
goes on the run.  
 
McCall-Smith, Alexander. The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency. (Series: No. 1 Ladies’ Detective 
Agency) The cunning and engaging Precious Ramotswe sets up shop in a small storefront in Gaborone, 
hoping to become a private detective, and she soon has more business than she expected.  
 
Reasoner, James. Manassas. (Series: Civil War Battle)  
In the troubled days before the start of the Civil War, the Brannon family struggles to avoid the 
violence and keep their family farm out of harm’s way.  
 
Ryan, Chris.  Agent 21. (Series:  Agent 21) 
After Zak Darke's parents die in an unexplained mass murder he becomes Agent 21. What happened to 
the 20 agents before him? What he does know is that his life is about to change forever. 
 
Scarrow, Simon. Under the Eagle: A Tale of Military Adventure and Reckless Heroism with the 
Roman Legions. (Series: Cato) In 42 A.D. Centurion Lucius Cornelius Marco leads his Second 
Legion into battle against the barbarians of Britain.  
 
 
 
 
OLD FAVORITES  
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Adams, Douglas. The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. (1978) *also a series  
Seconds before Earth is demolished to make room for a galactic freeway, an earth man is saved by his 
friend. Together they journey through the galaxy.  
 
Brashares, Ann. The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants. (2001) * also a series  
Carmen decides to discard an old pair of jeans, but Tibby, Lena, and Bridget think they are great and 
decide that whomever the pants fit best will get them. When the jeans fit everyone perfectly, a 
sisterhood and a memorable summer begin.  
 
Coelho, Paulo. The Alchemist. (1988)  
Tells the story of an Andalusian shepherd boy who follows his dream and meets an alchemist.  
 
Craven, Margaret. I Heard the Owl Call My Name. (1967)  
Sent to live with an Indian tribe in British Columbia, a young minister learns not to fear his impending 
death.  
 
Crichton, Michael. Jurassic Park. (1990)  
An astonishing technique for recovering and cloning dinosaur DNA has been discovered. Creatures 
extinct for hundreds of thousands of years can be re-created and are exhibited roaming freely in a 
theme park where the public can visit them. Until something goes very, very wrong…  
 
Dessen, Sarah. The Truth About Forever. (2004)  
The summer following her father's death, Macy plans to work at the library and wait for her brainy 
boyfriend to return from camp, but instead she goes to work at a catering business where she makes 
new friends and finally faces her grief.  
 
Heller, Joseph. Catch-22. (1961)  
Set on a tiny Mediterranean island during World War II, this comic novel recounts the amazing 
adventures of the 256th bombing squadron and its lead bombardier, Captain Yossarian.  
 
Keyes, Daniel. Flowers for Algernon. (1966)  
After being mentally retarded for all of his thirty-two years, Charlie Gordon undergoes an operation 
designed to change his life.  
 
McKinley, Robin. Beauty. (1978)  
Kind Beauty grows to love the Beast at whose castle she is compelled to stay.  Through her love, she 
releases him from the spell which had turned him from a handsome prince into an ugly beast.  
 
Potok, Chaim. The Chosen. (1967)  
Recounts the story of Reuven Malter and Danny Saunders - one an orthodox Jew, the other the son of a 
Hasidic rabbi - and the course of their friendship as they grow up in Brooklyn.  
 
Pullman, Philip. The Golden Compass. (British title: Northern Lights) (1995) * also a series 
Eleven-year-old Lyra Belacqua journeys from her home at Oxford University to the frozen North on a 
quest to save kidnapped children from the evil Gobblers; and then rescue her father from the 
Panserbjorne, a race of mercenary polar bears who have taken him captive.  
 
Renault, Mary. The King Must Die. (1986)  
Tells the story of a boy, Theseus, who must prove his manhood in a semi-barbaric society.  
 
Townsend, Sue. The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 3/4 (1982) * also a series  
Teenager Adrian writes candidly about his parents' marital troubles, the dog, his life as a tortured poet 
and 'misunderstood intellectual'. His painfully honest diary makes hilarious and compelling reading.  
 
Vonnegut, Kurt. Cat’s Cradle. (1963)  
A young writer decides to interview the children of a scientist primarily responsible for the creation of 
the atomic bomb. 
 
CLASSICS  
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Baldwin, James. Go Tell It on the Mountain. (1953)  
In a powerful autobiographical novel, teenage John struggles with his personal religious conflict and 
with his rigid evangelist father in 1930s Harlem. His fight with his father is about his search for God 
and also about his search for identity.  
 
Bradbury, Ray. Martian Chronicles. (1950)  
The first Earth people to attempt the colonization of Mars try to build their new world in the image of 
the civilization they left behind..  
 
Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. (1847)  
In early nineteenth-century England, an orphaned young woman accepts employment as a governess 
and soon finds herself in love with her employer who has a terrible secret.  
 
Clarke, Arthur C. 2001: A Space Odyssey. (1968)  
Sometime in the distant past a monolith was placed on Earth. Evolution then enabled humankind to 
reach the moon's surface, where yet another monolith is found. Now a race begins between computers 
(HAL) and human (Bowman) to reach the monolith placers.  
 
Crane, Stephen. The Red Badge of Courage. (1895)  
An innocent young soldier dreams of earning the "badge of courage" on the battlefields of the Civil 
War. But his dreams are soon shattered when he is confronted by the terrifying realities of war.  
 
Dumas, Alexandre. The Count of Monte Cristo. (1844)  
Presents the classic novel by Alexandre Dumas about Edmond Dantes, a young sailor who is falsely 
imprisoned, escapes, and assumes a new identity on the island of Monte Cristo.  
 
Hemingway, Ernest. The Old Man and the Sea. (1952)  
It is the story of an old Cuban fisherman and his supreme ordeal: a relentless, agonizing battle with a 
giant marlin far out in the Gulf Stream.  
 
Richter, Conrad. The Light in the Forest. (1953)  
A fifteen-year-old white boy raised by the Lenni Lenape Indians is returned to his people under the 
terms of a treaty.  
 
Tolkien, J. R. R. Fellowship of the Ring. (The Lord of the Rings Series. 1955)  
Frodo the hobbit and his companions set out to destroy the Ring of Power before the evil Sauron grasps 
control.  
 
Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. (1876)  
A story about a mischievous young boy and his friends growing up in a Mississippi River town during 
the mid-nineteenth century.  
 
White, T.H. The Sword in the Stone. (1938)  
A retelling of the Arthurian legend.  
 
Yolen, Jane, editor. Favorite Folktales From Around the World. (1986)  
Yolen frames these folktales with explanations of historical and literary significance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NONFICTION 
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Bellos, Alex. Alex’s Adventures in Numberland. (Bloomsbury, 2010)   
Exploding the myth that maths is best left to the geeks, Alex Bellos covers subjects from adding to 
algebra, from set theory to statistics and from logarithms to logical paradoxes.  
 
Boo, Katherine. Behind the Beautiful Forevers : Life, Death and Hope in a Mumbai Slum. 
(Portobello, 2012) A landmark debut from a Pulitzer-winning New Yorker journalist: if Dickens were 
alive today, this is the book he might write about India.    
 
Cheng, Andrea. Etched in Clay: The Life of Dave, Enslaved Potter and Poet. (Lee & Low Books, 
c2013.)   A biography, written in verse, that explores the life of a South Carolina slave named Dave, 
who became skilled at turning pots and jars on a pottery wheel, reading, and writing, and went on to 
use these skills to speak out against slavery.   
 
Crates, Danny. Danny Boy. (M Press, 2012)   
Tells how a young carefree Essex boy comes back from losing his right arm to become a Paralympic 
Gold Medalist, covering all the lows and highs of Danny's life.    
 
Freedman, Samuel. Breaking the Line: The Season in Black College Football That Transformed 
the Sport and Changed the Course of Civil Rights. (Simon & Schuster, 2013)  Looks at the 1967 
football season leading up to that year's black college championship between Grambling College and 
Florida A & M, and how it fit into the civil rights struggles of the time.   
 
Haygood, Wil. The Butler: A Witness to History. (Simon & Schuster, 2013)    
Details Allen's eventful life: from his humble beginnings on a Virginia plantation, through his time 
comforting John F. Kennedy, and into old age, when he cast his vote for the first black president.   
 
Higashida, Naoki. The Reason I Jump. (Sceptre, 2013)    
Written by Naoki Higishida when he was only 13, this remarkable book explains the often baffling 
behaviour of autistic children and shows the way they think and feel – such as about the people around 
them, time and beauty, noise and themselves. 
 
Kawash, Samira. Candy: A Century of Panic and Pleasure. (Faber & Faber, 2013) 
A lively cultural history that explains how candy became more like food and food more like candy.  
 
Leyson, Leon. The Boy on the Wooden Box. (Simon and Schuster, 2013)   
Leon Leyson (born Leib Lezjon) was only ten years old when the Nazis invaded Poland and his family 
was forced to relocate to the Krakow ghetto. Ultimately, it was the generosity and cunning of one man, 
Oskar Schindler, who saved Leon's life, and the lives of his mother, his father, and two of his four 
siblings, by adding their names to his list of workers in his factory - a list that became world renowned: 
Schindler's List.  
 
Nardo, Don.  Assassination and its Aftermath: How a Photograph Reassured a Shocked Nation. 
(Compass Point Books, 2014)  Explores the photographs of the official White House photographer, 
Cecil Stoughton, and describes how his pictures of the smooth succession of power after Kennedy’s 
assassination reassured many shocked Americans. 
 
Nazario, Sonia. Enrique's Journey: The True Story of a Boy Determined to Reunite with his 
Mother. (Delacorte Press, 2013)   Sixteen-year-old Enrique embarks on a journey to find his mother, 
who eleven years earlier had illegally entered the United States hoping to find work and make enough 
money to send home to her starving family in Honduras. 
 
Ralston, Aron. 127 Hours: Between a Rock and a Hard Place. (Simon & Schuster, 2010)   
A day-by-day account of Aron Ralston's unforgettable survival story. In April 2003, whilst hiking in 
the Utah canyons, he was trapped by the hand for six days by an 800-pound boulder.  Finally, he faced 
a terrible decision:  he had to cut off his hand or face death. 
 


