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RECENT FICTION 

 
Avery, Lara.  The Memory Book 
Samantha McCoy has it all mapped out. First she's going to win the national debating 
championship, then she's going to move to New York and become a human rights lawyer. But 
when Sam discovers that a rare disease is going to take away her memory, the future she'd 
planned so perfectly is derailed before its started. Realising that her life won't wait to be lived, 
Sam sets out on a summer of firsts. The first party. The first rebellion. The first friendship. The 
last love. 

 
Brown, Jaye Robin.  Georgia Peaches and Other Forbidden Fruit 
Joanna Gordon has been out and proud for years, but when her popular radio evangelist father 
remarries and decides to move all three of them from Atlanta to the more conservative Rome, 
Georgia, he asks Jo to do the impossible: to lie low for the rest of her senior year. And Jo 
reluctantly agrees. Although it is (mostly) much easier for Jo to fit in as a straight girl, things get 
complicated when she meets Mary Carlson, the oh-so-tempting sister of her new friend at 
school. But Jo couldn’t possibly think of breaking her promise to her dad. Even if she’s starting 
to fall for the girl. Even if there’s a chance Mary Carlson might be interested in her, too. Right? 

Chee, Traci.  The Reader: Sea of Ink and Gold 
Sefia knows what it means to survive. After her father is brutally murdered, she flees into the 
wilderness with her aunt Nin, who teaches her to hunt, track, and steal. But when Nin is 
kidnapped, leaving Sefia completely alone, none of her survival skills can help her discover 
where Nin's been taken, or if she's even alive. The only clue to both her aunt's disappearance 
and her father's murder is the odd rectangular object her father left behind, an object she 
comes to realize is a book – a marvelous item unheard of in her otherwise illiterate society. 
With the help of this book, and the aid of a mysterious stranger with dark secrets of his own, 
Sefia sets out to rescue her aunt and find out what really happened the day her father was 
killed – and punish the people responsible. 
 
Cline, Ernest.  Armada 
It’s just another day of high school for Zack Lightman. He's daydreaming through another 
boring math class, with just one more month to go until graduation and freedom  – if he can 
make it that long without getting suspended again. Then he glances out his classroom window 
and spots the flying saucer. At first, Zack thinks he’s going crazy. A minute later, he’s sure of it. 
Because the UFO he’s staring at is straight out of the video game he plays every night, a 
hugely popular online flight simulator called Armada – in which gamers just happen to be 
protecting the earth from alien invaders. But what Zack’s seeing is all too real. And his skills – 
as well as those of millions of gamers across the world – are going to be needed to save the 
earth from what’s about to befall it.  

 



Gaiman, Neil.  Norse Mythology 
The great Norse myths are woven into the fabric of our storytelling – from Tolkien, Alan Garner 
and Rosemary Sutcliff to Game of Thrones and Marvel Comics. They are also an inspiration for 
Neil Gaiman's own award-bedecked, bestselling fiction. Now he reaches back through time to 
the original source stories in a thrilling and vivid rendition of the great Norse tales. Gaiman's 
gods are thoroughly alive on the page – irascible, visceral, playful, passionate – and the tales 
carry us from the beginning of everything to Ragnarok and the twilight of the gods. 
 
 
LaCour, Nina.  You Know Me Well 
Mark and Kate have sat next to each other for an entire year, but have never spoken. For 
whatever reason, their paths outside of class have never crossed. That is until Kate spots Mark 
miles away from home, out in the city for a wild, unexpected night. Kate is lost, having just run 
away from a chance to finally meet the girl she has been in love with from afar. Mark, 
meanwhile, is in love with his best friend Ryan, who may or may not feel the same way. When 
Kate and Mark meet up, little do they know how important they will become to each other – and 
how, in a very short time, they will know each other better than any of the people who are 
supposed to know them more. 

 
Logan, Kenneth.  True Letters From a Fictional Life 
If you asked anyone in his small Vermont town, they’d tell you the facts: James Liddell, star 
athlete, decent student, and sort-of boyfriend to cute, peppy Theresa, is a happy, funny, 
carefree guy. But whenever James sits down at his desk to write, he tells a different story. As he 
fills his drawers with letters to the people in his world – letters he never intends to send – he 
spills the truth: he’s trying hard, but he just isn’t into Theresa. It’s his friend, a boy, who lingers in 
his thoughts. James’s secret letters are his safe space – but his truth can’t stay hidden for long. 
Will he come clean to his parents, his teammates, and himself, or is he destined to live a life of 
fiction? 

McCall, Guadalupe Garcia.  Shame the Stars 
Eighteen-year-old Joaquin del Toro's future looks bright. With his older brother in the 
priesthood, he's set to inherit his family's Texas ranch. He's in love with Dulcena – and she's in 
love with him. But it's 1915, and trouble has been brewing along the US-Mexico border. On one 
side, the Mexican Revolution is taking hold; on the other, Texas Rangers fight Tejano 
insurgents, and ordinary citizens are caught in the middle. As tensions grow, Joaquin is torn 
away from Dulcena, whose father's critical reporting on the Rangers in the local newspaper has 
driven a wedge between their families. Joaquin's own father insists that the Rangers are their 
friends, and refuses to take sides in the conflict. But when their family ranch becomes a target, 
Joaquin must decide how he will stand up for what's right. 

  



 

McLemore, Anna-Marie.  When the Moon Was Ours 
To everyone who knows them, best friends Miel and Sam are as strange as they are 
inseparable. Roses grow out of Miel's wrist, and rumors say that she spilled out of a water 
tower when she was five. Sam is known for the moons he paints and hangs in the trees and for 
how little anyone knows about his life before he and his mother moved to town. But as odd as 
everyone considers Miel and Sam, even they stay away from the Bonner girls, four beautiful 
sisters rumored to be witches. Now they want the roses that grow from Miel's skin, convinced 
that their scent can make anyone fall in love. And they're willing to use every secret Miel has 
fought to protect to make sure she gives them up. 
 
Mills, Wendy.  All We Have Left 
Now: Sixteen-year-old Jesse is used to living with the echoes of the past. Her older brother 
died in the September 11th attacks, and her dad since has filled their home with anger and 
grief. When Jesse gets caught up with the wrong crowd, one momentary hate-fueled decision 
turns her life upside down. The only way to make amends is to face the past, starting Jesse on 
a journey that will reveal the truth about how her brother died. 
Then: In 2001, sixteen-year-old Alia is proud to be Muslim . . . it's being a teenager that she 
finds difficult. After being grounded for a stupid mistake, Alia decides to confront her father at 
his Manhattan office, putting her in danger she never could have imagined. When the planes 
collide into the Twin Towers, Alia is trapped inside one of the buildings. In the final hours, she 
meets a boy who will change everything for her as the flames rage around them . . . 

 
Moore, Lisa.  Flannery 
Sixteen-year-old Flannery Malone has it bad. She’s been in love with Tyrone O’Rourke since 
the days she still believed in Santa Claus. But Tyrone has grown from a dorky kid into an 
outlaw graffiti artist, the rebel-with-a-cause of Flannery’s dreams, literally too cool for school.  
Which is a problem, since he and Flannery are partners for the entrepreneurship class that she 
needs to graduate. And Tyrone’s vanishing act may have darker causes than she realizes.  
Tyrone isn’t Flannery’s only problem. Her mother, Miranda, can’t pay the heating bills, let alone 
buy Flannery’s biology book. Her little brother, Felix, is careening out of control. And her 
best-friend-since-forever, Amber, has fallen for a guy who is making her forget all about the 
things she’s always cared most about. When Flannery decides to make a love potion for her 
entrepreneurship project, rumors that it actually works go viral, and she suddenly has a hot 
commodity on her hands. But a series of shattering events makes her realize that real-life love 
is far more potent and potentially damaging than any fairy-tale prescription.  
 
Powers, J.L. Amina 
Amina lives on the edges of Mogadishu. Her family's house has been damaged in Somalia's 
long civil war, but they continue to live there, reluctant to leave home. Amina's world is 
shattered when government forces come to arrest her artist father and then rebel forces kidnap 
Amina's brother. She reacts by creating street art to give herself a sense of hope and to share 
with people all over the city who hope for a better, more secure future.  
 

 



 
Pung, Alice.  Lucy and Linh 
Lucy is a bit of a pushover, but she's ambitious and smart, and she has just received the 
opportunity of a lifetime: a scholarship to a prestigious school, and a ticket out of her 
broken-down suburb. Though she's worried she will stick out like badly cut bangs among the 
razor-straight students, she is soon welcomed into the Cabinet, the supremely popular trio who 
wield influence over classmates and teachers alike. Linh is blunt, strong-willed, and fearless – 
everything Lucy once loved about herself. She is also Lucy's last solid link to her life before 
private school, but she is growing tired of being eclipsed by the glamour of the Cabinet. As 
Lucy floats further away from the world she once knew, her connection to Linh – and to her old 
life – threatens to snap. 
 
Roehrig, Caleb.  Last Seen Leaving 
Flynn's girlfriend, January, is missing. The cops are asking question’s he can't answer, and her 
friends are telling stories that don't add up. All eyes are on Flynn – as January's boyfriend, he 
must know something. But Flynn has a secret of his own. And as he struggles to uncover the 
truth about January's disappearance, he must also face the truth about himself. 

 
 

 
Sones, Sonya.  Saving Red 
Right before winter break, fourteen-year-old Molly Rosenberg reluctantly volunteers to 
participate in Santa Monica's annual homeless count, just to get her school's community 
service requirement out of the way. But when she ends up meeting Red, a spirited homeless 
girl only a few years older than she is, Molly makes it her mission to reunite her with her family 
in time for Christmas. This turns out to be extremely difficult – because Red refuses to talk 
about her past. There are things Molly won't talk about either. Like the awful thing that 
happened last winter. She may never be ready to talk about that. Not to Red, or to Cristo, the 
soulful boy she meets while riding the Ferris wheel one afternoon.When Molly realizes that the 
friends who Red keeps mentioning are nothing more than voices inside Red's head, she 
becomes even more concerned about her well-being. How will Molly keep her safe until she 
can figure out a way to get Red home?  

Sugg, Joe.  Regenerated 
Evie is safe at home, but her heart remains in e.scape, the virtual world her father created for 
her. She's desperate to return, but the app that transports her was corrupted in the great 
reboot. When besotted geek Lionel offers to help, he doesn't just restore the gateway as she 
had planned. He opens up a series of revelations that calls into question everything Evie 
treasures in life. With a momentous discovery to be unearthed in the virtual realm, and an 
escaped fugitive on the loose in reality, can our sidelined schoolgirl save not one world but 
two? 

  



 
Wallach, Tommy. We All Looked Up 
Before Ardor, we let ourselves be defined by labels – the athlete, the outcast, the slacker, the 
overachiever. But then we all looked up and everything changed. They said the asteroid would 
be here in two months. That gave us two months to leave our labels behind. Two months to 
become something bigger than what we'd been, something that would last even after the end. 
Two months to really live. 
 
 
 
Weir, Andy.  The Martian (Young Readers Edition) 
Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars. Now, 
he's sure he'll be the first person to die there. After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his 
crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself stranded and completely alone 
with no way to even signal Earth that he’s alive and even if he could get word out, his supplies 
would be gone long before a rescue could arrive. Chances are, though, he won't have time to 
starve to death. The damaged machinery, unforgiving environment, or plain-old "human error" 
are much more likely to kill him first. But Mark isn't ready to give up yet. Drawing on his 
ingenuity, his engineering skills and a relentless, dogged refusal to quit he steadfastly 
confronts one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next. Will his resourcefulness be 
enough to overcome the impossible odds against him? 
 
Whaley, John Corey.  Highly Illogical Behaviour 
Sixteen year old Solomon has agoraphobia. He hasn't left his house in three years, which is 
fine by him. At home, he is the master of his own kingdom – even if his kingdom doesn't extend 
outside of the house. Ambitious Lisa desperately wants to go to a top tier psychiatry program. 
She'll do anything to get in. When Lisa finds out about Solomon's solitary existence, she comes 
up with a plan sure to net her a scholarship: befriend Solomon. Treat his condition. And write a 
paper on her findings. To earn Solomon's trust, Lisa begins letting him into her life, introducing 
him to her boyfriend Clark, and telling him her secrets. Soon, Solomon begins to open up and 
expand his universe. But all three teens have grown uncomfortably close, and when their 
facades fall down, their friendships threaten to collapse as well. 

 
Russo, Meredith.  If I Was Your Girl 
My name is Amanda. I'm 18. When you look at me, you might see that I'm pretty and popular; 
you might think my life is easy. But being me has never been easy. Because I haven't always 
been Amanda. When I was born, I was named Andrew. Now, at my new school, I finally feel 
like myself. But do I owe my new friends the truth about my past? 
 
 
 

 
 



 
NONFICTION (Grades 7&8) 

 
 
Bascomb, Neal.  Sabotage: The Epic Mission to Sabotage Hitler’s Atomic Bomb 
It's 1942 and the Nazis are racing to build an atomic bomb. They have the physicists, but they                  
don't have enough 'heavy water' – essential for their nuclear designs. For two years, the Nazis                
have occupied Norway, and with it the Vemork hydroelectric plant, the world's sole supplier of               
heavy water. Under threat of death, its engineers push production into overtime. For the Allies,               
Vemork must be destroyed. But how could they reach the plant, high in a mountainous valley?                
The answer became the most dramatic commando raid of the war: the British SOE brought               
together a brilliant scientist and eleven refugee Norwegian commandos, who, with little more             
than parachutes, skis and tommy guns, would destroy Hitler's nuclear ambitions. 
 
Clinton, Chelsea.  It’s Your World: Get Informed, Get Inspired & Get Going! 
With an eye toward empowering and inspiring kids, Chelsea Clinton explores some of the              
biggest challenges facing our world today. Using data, charts and stories she unpacks challenges              
related to poverty, climate change, gender equality, health, endangered species and talks about             
what's being done to make a difference in each area – particularly by kids and teenagers. With                 
lots of suggestions and ideas for action, Chelsea Clinton shares her passion for helping others               
and shows readers that the world belongs to every single one of us, and every one of us counts –                    
no matter how young.  
 
Davis, Kenneth C.  In the Shadow of Liberty: The Hidden History of Slavery, Four Presidents,  

and Five Black Lives 
Did you know that many of America's Founding Fathers – who fought for liberty and justice for                 
all – were slave owners? Through the powerful stories of five enslaved people who were               
"owned" by four of our greatest presidents, this book helps set the record straight about the role                 
slavery played in the founding of America. From Billy Lee, valet to George Washington, to               
Alfred Jackson, faithful servant of Andrew Jackson, these dramatic narratives explore our            
country's great tragedy--that a nation "conceived in liberty" was also born in shackles. 

Dawson, James.  Mind Your Head 
We all have a mind, so we all need to take care of our mental health as much as we need to take                       
care of our physical health. And the first step is being able to talk about our mental health. James                   
Dawson leads the way with this frank, factual and funny book, with added information and               
support from clinical psychologist Dr Olivia Hewitt. Covering topics from anxiety and            
depression to addiction, self-harm and personality disorders, Juno and Olivia talk clearly and             
supportively about a range of issues facing young people's mental health - whether fleeting or               
long-term – and how to manage them.  
  



Fulton, Sybrina.  Rest in Power: The Enduring Life of Trayvon Martin 
On February 26th, 2012, seventeen-year-old Trayvon Martin was walking home with a bag of              
Skittles and a can of juice when a fatal encounter with a gun-wielding neighborhood watchman               
ended his young life. In a matter of weeks, Trayvon Martin's name would be spoken by President                 
Obama, honored by professional athletes, and passionately discussed all over traditional and            
social media. Trayvon's parents, Sybrina Fulton and Tracy Martin, driven by their intense love              
for their lost son, launched a nationwide campaign for justice that would change the USA and the                 
world. Five years after his tragic death, Trayvon Martin has become a symbol of social justice                
activism, as has his hauntingly familiar image: the photo of a young man, wearing his favourite                
hoodie and gazing silently at the camera. But who was Trayvon Martin, before he became an                
icon? And how did one black child's death become the match that lit a civil rights movement? 
 
Hartland, Jessie.  Steve Jobs: Insanely Great 
Jobs’s remarkable life reads like a history of the personal technology industry. He started Apple               
Computer in his parents’ garage and eventually became the tastemaker of a generation, creating              
products we can’t live without. Through it all, he was an overbearing and demanding              
perfectionist, both impossible and inspiring. Capturing his unparalleled brilliance, as well as his             
many demons, Jessie Hartland’s engaging biography illuminates the meteoric successes,          
devastating setbacks, and myriad contradictions that make up the extraordinary life and legacy of              
the insanely great Steve Jobs.  
 
Hopkinson, Deborah.  Dive! World War II Stories of Sailors & Submarines in the Pacific 
Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the US entered World War II in December 1941 with only                 
44 Naval submarines – many of them dating from the 1920s. With the Pacific battleship fleet                
decimated after Pearl Harbor, it was up to the feisty and heroic sailors aboard the US submarines                 
to stop the Japanese invasion across the Pacific.  
 
Lee Shetterly, Margot.  Hidden Figures: Young Readers’ Edition 
Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of                
dedicated female mathematicians known as human computers used pencils, slide rules, and            
adding machines to calculate the numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space.              
This book brings to life the stories of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and               
Christine Darden, four African-American women who lived through the civil rights era, the             
Space Race, the Cold War, and the movement for gender equality, and whose work forever               
changed the face of NASA and the country. 
 
Lewis, John.  March.  Book Three 
By the fall of 1963, the Civil Rights Movement has penetrated deep into the American               
consciousness, and as chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, John Lewis            
is guiding the tip of the spear. Through relentless direct action, SNCC continues to force the                
nation to confront its own blatant injustice, but for every step forward, the danger grows more                
intense: Jim Crow strikes back through legal tricks, intimidation, violence, and death. The only              
hope for lasting change is to give voice to the millions of Americans silenced by voter                
suppression: “One Man, One Vote.” 
 



Marrin, Albert.  Uprooted: The Japanese American Experience During World War II 
Just seventy-five years ago, the American government did something that most would consider             
unthinkable today: it rounded up over 100,000 of its own citizens based on nothing more than                
their ancestry and, suspicious of their loyalty, kept them in concentration camps for the better               
part of four years. How could this have happened? Uprooted takes a close look at the history of                  
racism in America and carefully follows the treacherous path that led one of our nation's most                
beloved presidents to make this decision.  
 
McWhorter, John H.  Words on the Move: Why English Won’t – and Can’t – Sit Still  

(Like Literally) 
Language is always changing – but we tend not to like it. We understand that new words must be                   
created for new things, but the way English is spoken today rubs many of us the wrong way.                  
Whether it's the use of literally to mean "figuratively" rather than "by the letter," or the way                 
young people use LOL and like, or business jargon like What's the ask? – it often seems as if the                    
language is deteriorating before our eyes. 
 
McWhorter, John H.  Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English 
Why do we say "I am reading a catalog" instead of "I read a catalog"? Why do we say "do" at                     
all? Is the way we speak a reflection of our cultural values? Delving into these provocative topics                 
and more, Our Magnificent Bastard Language distills hundreds of years of fascinating lore into              
one lively history.  
 
Noah, Trevor.  Born a Crime and Other Third World Problems 
Noah was born a crime, son of a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother, at a time when                    
such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Living proof of his parents' indiscretion,                
Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the first years of his life, bound by the extreme and often                  
absurd measures his mother took to hide him from a government that could, at any moment, take                 
him away. A collection of eighteen personal stories, Born a Crime tells the story of a                
mischievous young boy growing into a restless young man as he struggles to find his place in a                  
world where he was never supposed to exist. Born a Crime is equally the story of that young                  
man's fearless, rebellious and fervently religious mother – a woman determined to save her son               
from the cycle of poverty, violence and abuse that ultimately threatens her own life. 

Nutt, Amy Ellis.  Becoming Nicole: The Extraordinary Transformation of an Ordinary  
Family 

When Wayne and Kelly Maines adopted identical twin boys, they thought their lives were              
complete. But it wasn't long before they noticed a marked difference between Jonas and his               
brother, Wyatt. Jonas preferred sports and trucks and many of the things little boys were               
'supposed' to like; but Wyatt liked princess dolls and dressing up and playing Little Mermaid. By                
the time the twins were toddlers, confusion over Wyatt's insistence that he was female began to                
tear the family apart. Becoming Nicole is the heart-wrenching story of a mother whose instincts               
told her that her child needed love and not disapproval; of a conservative, army-veteran father               
who overcame his deepest fears to embrace his new daughter; of a loving brother who never                
gave up supporting his twin sister; and of a town forced to confront its own prejudices. 
 



Park, Yeonmi.  In Order to Live: A North Korean Girl’s Journey to Freedom 
Yeonmi Park was not dreaming of freedom when she escaped from North Korea. She didn't even                
know what it meant to be free. All she knew was that she was running for her life, that if she and                      
her family stayed behind they would die – from starvation, or disease, or even execution. This                
book is the story of Park's struggle to survive in the darkest, most repressive country on earth;                 
her harrowing escape through China's underworld of smugglers and human traffickers; and then             
her escape from China across the Gobi desert to Mongolia, with only the stars to guide her way,                  
and from there to South Korea and at last to freedom; and finally her emergence as a leading                  
human rights activist – all before her 21st birthday. 

Payne, Christopher.  Asylum: Inside the Closed World of State Mental Hospitals 
For more than half the nation's history, vast mental hospitals were a prominent feature of the                
American landscape. From the mid-nineteenth century to the early twentieth, over 250            
institutions for the insane were built throughout the United States; by 1948, they housed more               
than a half million patients. The blueprint for these hospitals was set by Pennsylvania hospital               
superintendent Thomas Story Kirkbride: a central administration building flanked symmetrically          
by pavilions and surrounded by lavish grounds with pastoral vistas. Kirkbride and others             
believed that well-designed buildings and grounds, a peaceful environment, a regimen of fresh             
air, and places for work, exercise, and cultural activities would heal mental illness. But in the                
second half of the twentieth century, after the introduction of psychotropic drugs and policy              
shifts toward community-based care, patient populations declined dramatically, leaving many of           
these beautiful, massive buildings – and the patients who lived in them – neglected and               
abandoned.  
 
Peters, Marilee.  Making it Right: Building Peace, Settling Conflict 
What if there were no prisons? Alternative approaches to dealing with crime are underway              
around the world to explore how victims, offenders, and communities can heal rifts and repair               
damage. It's often called restorative justice. It's a way to think about the deeper reasons behind                
crimes, and suggests that by building more caring communities, it's possible to change our              
societies – and ourselves. Making It Right relates true stories of young people who are working                
in innovative ways to further peaceful resolution of conflict and to heal past wounds.  
 
Pollan, Michael.  The Botany of Desire: A Plant’s Eye View of the World 
A farmer cultivates genetically modified potatoes so that a customer at McDonald's half a world               
away can enjoy a long, golden french fry. A gardener plants tulip bulbs in the autumn and in the                   
spring has a riotous patch of colour to admire. Two simple examples of how humans act on                 
nature to get what we want. Or are they? What if those potatoes and tulips have evolved to                  
gratify certain human desires so that humans will help them multiply? What if, in other words,                
these plants are using us just as we use them?  
 
  



 
Tougias, Mike.  A Storm Too Soon: A True Story of Disaster, Survival and Incredible Rescue 
Seventy-foot waves batter a torn life raft 250 miles out to sea in one of the world's most                  
dangerous places, the Gulf Stream. Hanging on to the raft are three men: a Canadian, a Brit, and                  
their captain, JP de Lutz, a dual citizen of the United States and France. Their capsized                
forty-seven-foot sailboat has disappeared below the tempestuous sea. The giant waves repeatedly            
toss the men out of their tiny vessel, and JP, with nine broken ribs, is hypothermic and on the                   
verge of death. Trying to reach these survivors before it's too late are four brave Coast                
Guardsmen battling hurricane-force winds in their Jayhawk helicopter. With waves reaching an            
astounding eighty feet, lowering the helicopter into such chaos will be extremely dangerous. The              
pilots wonder if they have a realistic chance of saving the sailors or even retrieving their own                 
rescue swimmer. Soon the rescuers find themselves in almost as much trouble as the survivors,               
facing one life-and-death moment after the next against the towering seas.  
 
Tyree, J. M. Vanishing Streets: Journeys in London 
As J. M. Tyree wanders deliriously in "the world's most visited city," he rediscovers and               
reinvents places that have changed drastically since he was a student at Cambridge in the 1990s.                
Tyree stumbles into the ghosts of Alfred Hitchcock, Graham Greene, and the pioneers of the               
British Free Cinema Movement. He offers a new way of seeing familiar landmarks through the               
lens of film history, and reveals strange nooks and tiny oddities in out-of-the-way places, from a                
lost film by John Ford supposedly shot in Wapping to the beehives hidden in Tower Hamlets                
Cemetery, an area haunted by a translation error in W. G. Sebald's Austerlitz. 
 
Woodbine, Onaje X. O. Black Gods of the Asphalt: Religion, Hip-Hop and Street Basketball 
On the street, every ballplayer has a story. Onaje X. O. Woodbine, a former streetball player who                 
became an all-star Ivy Leaguer, brings the sights and sounds, hopes and dreams of street               
basketball to life. He shows that big games have a trickster figure and a master of black talk                  
whose commentary interprets the game for audiences. The beats of hip-hop and reggae make up               
the soundtrack, and the ballplayers are half-men, half-heroes, defying the ghetto's limitations            
with their flights to the basket.  
 
Younge, Gary.  Another Day in the Death of America 
Saturday, November 23rd, 2013. It was just another day in America; an unremarkable Saturday              
on which ten children and teens were killed by gunfire. The youngest was nine; the oldest was                 
nineteen. White, Black and Latino, they fell in suburbs, hamlets and ghettos. None made the               
national news. There was no outrage about their passing. It was just another day in the death of                  
America, where on a daily average, seven children and teens are killed by guns.  



 
SERIES FICTION (SEQUELS/TRILOGIES) 

 

  
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Seeds of America. 
The Revolutionary War-era stories of Isabel, a slave sold to a cruel couple in New York City, 
and Curzon, an escaped slave who winters with the army in Valley Forge and worries he will be 
recaptured. 
(First book: Chains. Third book scheduled for release October 2016.) 
  
Anderson, M.T. The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing. 
Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, a young 
African American, from birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a science experiment 
in the years leading up to and during the Revolutionary War. 
(First book: The Pox Party. Two books as of 2016.) 
  
Card, Orson Scott. Pathfinder.  
Thirteen-year-old Rigg has a secret ability to see the paths of others' pasts, but revelations after 
his father's death set him on a dangerous quest that brings new threats from those who would 
either control his destiny or kill him. 
(First book: Pathfinder. Three books as of 2016.) 
  
Crossan, Sarah. Breathe. 
The Auxiliary class cannot afford the oxygen tax that supplies extra air for running, dancing and 
sports. Anyone who opposes the regime is labelled a terrorist and ejected from the Pod to die. 
16-year-old Alina is part of the secret resistance, but when a mission goes wrong she is forced to 
escape from the Pod. 
(First book: Breathe. Two books as of 2016.) 
  
Dashner, James. The Maze Runner. 
Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle of a maze and realizes he 
must work with the community in which he finds himself if he is to escape. 
(First book: The Maze Runner. Fifth book expected Sept. 2016.) 
  
Hartman, Rachel. Seraphina. 
The kingdom of Goredd is populated by humans and by dragons who fold themselves into a 
human form. Though they live alongside each other, the peace between them is uneasy. But 
when a member of the royal family is murdered, and the crime appears to have been committed 
by a dragon, the peace and treaty between both worlds is seriously threatened. 



(First book: Seraphina. Two books as of 2016.) 
Lewis, C.S. Space Trilogy. 
A philologist is kidnapped and taken via spaceship from England to Malacandra where he 
escapes and goes on the run. 
(First book: Out of the Silent Planet. Three books.) 
  
Ryan, Chris. Agent 21. 
After Zak Darke's parents die in an unexplained mass murder he becomes Agent 21. What 
happened to the 20 agents before him? What he does know is that his life is about to change 
forever. 
(First book: Agent 21. Six books as of 2016.) 
  
Scarrow, Simon. Eagle Series. 
In 42 A.D. Centurion Lucius Cornelius Marco leads his Second Legion into battle against the 
barbarians of Britain. 
(First book: Under the Eagle. Fourteen books as of 2016.) 

 
Westerfeld, Scott. Midnighters. 
Strange things happen at midnight in the town of Bixby, Oklahoma. Time freezes. Nobody 
moves except dark creatures that haunt the shadows and the few people who are free to move at 
midnight, Midnighters. Their different powers strongest at midnight are: Seer, Mindcaster, 
Acrobat, Polymath. All changes when Jessica Day comes to Bixby High with a hidden power. 
(First book: Midnighters. Three books as of 2016.) 
 
Wein, Elizabeth.  Code Name Verity 
Only in wartime could a stalwart lass from Manchester rub shoulders with a Scottish aristocrat; 
one a pilot, the other a special operations executive. But when a vital mission goes wrong, one of 
the friends has to bail out of a faulty plane over France. She is captured by the Gestapo and 
becomes a prisoner of war. 
(First book: Code Name Verity. Two books as of 2016.) 
  



 CLASSICS & OLD FAVORITES 
 
Adams, Douglas. The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy  (c1978)  
Seconds before Earth is demolished to make room for a galactic freeway, an earth man is saved 
by his friend. Together they journey through the galaxy. *also a series 
 
Alcott, Louisa May. Little Women (c1868)  
Chronicles the joys and sorrows of the four March sisters as they grow into young ladies in 
nineteenth century New England. 
 
Bradbury, Ray. Martian Chronicles  (c1950)  
The first Earth people to attempt the colonization of Mars try to build their new world in the 
image of the civilization they left behind. 
   
Clarke, Arthur C. 2001: A Space Odyssey  (c1968)  
Sometime in the distant past a monolith was placed on Earth. Evolution then enabled humankind 
to reach the moon's surface, where yet another monolith is found. Now a race begins between 
computers (HAL) and human (Bowman) to reach the monolith placers. 
  
Crane, Stephen. The Red Badge of Courage  (c1895)  
An innocent young soldier dreams of earning the "badge of courage" on the battlefields of the 
Civil War. But his dreams are soon shattered when he is confronted by the terrifying realities of 
war. 
  
Dumas, Alexandre. The Count of Monte Cristo  (c1844)  
Presents the classic novel by Alexandre Dumas about Edmond Dantes, a young sailor who is 
falsely imprisoned, escapes, and assumes a new identity on the island of Monte Cristo. 
 
Farmer, Nancy. A Girl Named Disaster  (c1996) 
When journeying to Zimbabwe, eleven-year-old Nhamo struggles to escape drowning and 
starvation and in so doing comes close to the luminous world of the African spirits. 
 
Forbes, Esther. Johnny Tremain (c1943)  
After injuring his hand, a silversmith’s apprentice in Boston becomes a messenger for the Sons 
of Liberty in the days before the American Revolution. 
 
Keyes, Daniel. Flowers for Algernon  (c1966) 
After being mentally retarded for all of his thirty-two years, Charlie Gordon undergoes an 
operation designed to change his life. 
  



McKinley, Robin. Beauty  (c1978) 
Kind Beauty grows to love the Beast at whose castle she is compelled to stay. Through her love, 
she releases him from the spell which had turned him from a handsome prince into an ugly beast. 
 
Potok, Chaim. The Chosen  (c1967) 
Recounts the story of Reuven Malter and Danny Saunders - one an orthodox Jew, the other the 
son of a Hasidic rabbi - and the course of their friendship as they grow up in Brooklyn. 
  
Pullman, Philip. The Golden Compass  (British title: Northern Lights) (c1995)  
Eleven-year-old Lyra Belacqua journeys from her home at Oxford University to the frozen North 
on a quest to save kidnapped children from the evil Gobblers; and then rescue her father from the 
Panserbjorne, a race of mercenary polar bears who have taken him captive. * also a series 
  
Renault, Mary. The King Must Die  (c1986) 
Tells the story of a boy, Theseus, who must prove his manhood in a semi-barbaric society. 
 
Richter, Conrad. The Light in the Forest  (c1953)  
A fifteen-year-old white boy raised by the Lenni Lenape Indians is returned to his people under 
the terms of a treaty. 
 
Sedgwick, Marcus.  Midwinterblood (c2013) 
What would you sacrifice for someone you've loved forever? Tragically separated in life, Eric 
and Merle's souls have searched to be reunited through ten centuries, but can their love last? 
 
Tolkien, J. R. R. Fellowship of the Ring (c1955)  
Frodo the hobbit and his companions set out to destroy the Ring of Power before the evil Sauron 
grasps Control. *also a series 
 
Townsend, Sue. The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 ¾  (c1982) 
Teenager Adrian writes candidly about his parents' marital troubles, the dog, his life as a tortured 
poet and 'misunderstood intellectual'. His painfully honest diary makes hilarious and compelling 
reading.* also a series 
  
Voigt, Cynthia. Homecoming (c1981) 
It’s still true. That’s the first thing James Tillerman says to his older sister, Dicey, every 
morning. It’s still true that their mother has abandoned the four Tillermans in a mall parking lot 
somewhere in the middle of Connecticut. It’s still true that they have to find their own way to 
Great-aunt Cilla’s house in Bridgeport. It’s still true that they need to spend as little as possible 
on food and seek shelter anywhere that is out of view of the authorities. It’s still true that the only 
way they can hope to all stay together is to just keep moving forward.  * also a series 
 



White, T.H. The Sword in the Stone (part of The Once and Future King) (c1938)
Before there was a famous king named Arthur, there was a curious boy named Wart and a kind 
old wizard named Merlyn. Transformed by Merlyn into the forms of his fantasy, Wart learns the 
value of history from a snake, of education from a badger, and of courage from a hawk--the 
lessons that help turn a boy into a man. 
 
Wiggin, Kate. Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm (c1903)  
Talkative, ten-year-old Rebecca goes to live with her spinster aunts, one harsh and demanding, 
the other soft and sentimental, with whom she spends seven difficult but rewarding years 
growing up. 
  
Wyss, Johann David. The Swiss Family Robinson (c1812)  
When a Swiss couple and their four sons are shipwrecked on an isolated island, they adapt to 
their "New Switzerland" using many imaginative methods of farming and animal taming. 
 
Zindel, Paul. The Pigman (c1968) 
Two high school sophomores from unhappy homes form a close friendship with a lonely old 
man who has a terrible secret. 
 


