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RECENT FICTION 

  
 
Alexander, Kwame.  Booked 
Twelve-year-old Nick is a football-mad boy who absolutely hates books. In this follow-up to 
the Newbery-winning novel The Crossover, football, family, love, and friendship take 
centre stage as Nick tries to figure out how to navigate his parents’ break-up, stand up to 
bullies, and impress the girl of his dreams. These challenges – which seem even harder 
than scoring a tie-breaking, game-winning goal – change his life, as well as his best 
friend’s. 
 

 
 

Angleberger, Tom.  Fuzzy 
At Vanguard One Middle School (aka Vainglorious), the halls are crawling with robots, but 
Fuzzy isn’t your run-of-the-mill cyborg. When Fuzzy enrolls at Vainglorious as part of the 
Robot Integration Program, he is quickly befriended by Max, who is determined to help him 
learn everything he needs to know. The middle school of the future is just as fraught with 
crazy kids, tricky teachers, and bad smells as the middle school of today. Add in some evil 
schemers, and you have real trouble. Together, Max and Fuzzy reveal the super-secret, 
nefarious purpose behind the Robot Integration Program. They must fight to save the 
school before it’s too late.  

 
Brown, Gavin.  Josh Baxter Levels Up 
Josh Baxter is sick and tired of hitting the reset button. It's not easy being the new kid for 
the third time in two years. One mistake and now the middle school football star is out to 
get him. And Josh's sister keeps offering him lame advice about how to make friends, as if 
he needs her help finding allies!  Josh knows that his best bet is to keep his head down 
and stay under the radar. If no one notices him, nothing can touch him, right? But when 
Josh's mom sees his terrible grades and takes away his video games, it's clear his 
strategy has failed. Josh needs a new plan, or he'll never make it to the next level, let 
alone the next grade.  

 
Chapman, Fern Schumer.  Is It Night or Day? 
It's 1938, and twelve-year-old Edith is about to move from the tiny German village she's 
lived in all her life to a place that seems as foreign as the moon: Chicago, Illinois. And she 
will be doing it alone. This dramatic and chilling novel about one girl's escape from Hitler's 
Germany was inspired by the experiences of the author's mother, one of twelve hundred 
children rescued by Americans as part of the One Thousand Children project. 
 



 
 
Cheng, Jack.  See You in the Cosmos 
All eleven-year old Alex wants is to launch his iPod into space. With a series of audio 
recordings, he will show other lifeforms out in the cosmos what life on Earth, his Earth, is 
really like.  But for a boy with a long-dead dad, a troubled mum, and a mostly-not-around 
brother, Alex struggles with the big questions.  Where do I come from? Who's out 
there? And, above all, How can I be brave? Determined to find the answers, Alex sets 
out on a remarkable road trip that will turn his whole world upside down . . . 

 
Cooper, Abby.  Sticks & Stones 
Ever since she was a baby, the words people use to describe Elyse have instantly 
appeared on her arms and legs. At first it was just "cute" and "adorable," but as she's 
gotten older and kids have gotten meaner, words like "loser" and "pathetic" appear, and 
those words bubble up and itch. And then there are words like "interesting," which she's 
not really sure how to feel about.  Now, at age twelve, she's starting middle school, and 
just when her friends who used to accept and protect her are drifting away, she receives 
an anonymous note saying "I know who you are, and I know what you're dealing with. I 
want to help." As Elyse works to solve the mystery of who is sending her these notes, she 
also finds new ways to accept who she is and to become her best self. 

Cottrell Boyce, Frank.  Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth 
Ever since his increasingly senile granddad was taken away to “get sorted out,” Prez 
Mellows has been living in Children’s Temporary Accommodation. This summer, however, 
he’s staying with the loving and rambunctious Blythe family on their farm. The structure 
and daily chores give Prez’s life a sense of normalcy, but the arrival of a cigar-smoking, 
gravity-surfing extraterrestrial named Sputnik destabilizes Prez’s new routine. According to 
Sputnik, everyone in the universe has a mission, and Sputnik’s is to save Prez by saving 
Earth from Planetary Clearance. To do this, they must find 10 things that make Earth worth 
saving.  

 
DeStefano, Lauren.  The Peculiar Night of the Blue Heart 
Lionel is a wild boy, who doesn't much like to be around other people. He'd rather be a 
purring cat or a wolf stalking the woods. Marybeth is a nice girl. She doesn't need to be 
told to comb her hair or brush her teeth, and she's kind to everyone at the orphanage . . . 
Lionel most of all.  Different though they are, Lionel and Marybeth are best friends in a 
world that has forgotten about them. So when a mysterious blue spirit possesses Marybeth 
– and starts to take control – they know they must stop it before the real Marybeth fades 
away forever. 

 
  



 
 
DiCamillo, Kate.  Raymie Nightingale  
Raymie Clarke has come to realize that everything, absolutely everything, depends on 
her. And she has a plan. If Raymie can win the Little Miss Central Florida Tire competition, 
then her father – who has run away with a dental hygienist – will see Raymie's picture in 
the paper and (maybe) come home. To win, not only does Raymie have to do good deeds 
and learn how to twirl a baton, but she has to compete with the wispy, frequently fainting 
Louisiana Elefante with her show-business background and the fiery, stubborn Beverly 
Tapinski, who's determined to sabotage the contest. But as the competition approaches, 
loneliness, loss and unanswerable questions draw the three girls into an unlikely 
friendship – and challenge them to come to each other's rescue in unexpected ways. 
 
Dumas, Firoozeh.  It’s Ain’t So Awful, Falafel 
Zomorod (Cindy) Yousefzadeh is the new kid on the block . . . for the fourth time. 
California's Newport Beach is her family's latest perch, and she's determined to shuck her 
brainy loner persona and start afresh with a new Brady Bunch name – Cindy. It's the late 
1970s, and fitting in becomes more difficult as Iran makes U.S. headlines with protests, 
revolution, and finally the taking of American hostages. Even mood rings and puka shell 
necklaces can't distract Cindy from the anti-Iran sentiments that creep way too close to 
home. 
 
Fajardo, Alexis E.  The Blood-Bound Oath 
Inspired by the epic poem "Beowulf," we follow the adventures of 12-year-old twin brothers 
Beowulf and Grendel as they travel to distant lands and meet fellow epic heroes! Our 
heroes' destiny is tied to the past, when a prince named Hrothgar begins a quest for power 
– one that leads him to a fiery dragon, an enchanted sword, and an oath sworn in blood. 
But when Hrothgar breaks his oath he breaks his kingdom, and the only thing that will save 
it is a family he’s forgotten and heroes not yet born… 
 
 
Gidwitz, Adam.  The Inquisitor’s Tale, or, The Three Magical Children and 
their Holy Dog 
1242. On a dark night, travelers from across France cross paths at an inn and begin to tell 
stories of three children. Their adventures take them on a chase through France: they are 
taken captive by knights, sit alongside a king, and save the land from a farting dragon. On 
the run to escape prejudice and persecution and save precious and holy texts from being 
burned, their quest drives them forward to a final showdown at Mont Saint-Michel, where 
all will come to question if these children can perform the miracles of saints. Join William, 
an oblate on a mission from his monastery; Jacob, a Jewish boy who has fled his burning 
village; and Jeanne, a peasant girl who hides her prophetic visions. They are 
accompanied by Jeanne's loyal greyhound, Gwenforte . . . recently brought back from the 
dead.  

 
  



 
Hargrave, Kiran Millwood.  The Girl of Ink & Stars 
Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her cartographer 
father once mapped. When her friend disappears, she volunteers to guide the search. 
The world beyond the walls is a monster-filled wasteland – and beneath the dry rivers 
and smoking mountains, a fire demon is stirring from its sleep. Soon, following her 
map, her heart and an ancient myth, Isabella discovers the true end of her journey: to 
save the island itself. 
 
 
Harrington, Karen.  Mayday 
Wayne Kovok starts every sentence with "Did you know..." Did you know that Russian 
turtles orbited the moon before any astronauts ever did? Did you know that falling vending 
machines kill more people than sharks each year? Wayne has always relied on his voice 
to change the subject in awkward situations (which are everywhere in seventh grade).All 
that changes on a trip back from Arlington National Cemetery where he and his mother 
picked up the flag commemorating the death of his uncle, a soldier in Iraq. The plane 
home crashes, and Wayne loses his voice. They both lose the perfectly folded honor flag, 
sucked out of the plane somewhere over the great state of Texas. It's not until Wayne 
loses his voice completely that he realizes how much he doesn't say: his deadbeat dad 
doesn't take responsibility for hurting him, his military grandfather puts impossible 
pressure on Wayne to follow in his footsteps, and the girl Wayne likes is maybe-possibly 
dating him out of pity. 

Joseph, Lynn.  Dancing in the Rain 
Elizabeth, a 12-year-old girl living in the Dominican Republic, seizes each of life’s 
moments and milks all the joy she can find out of them. Then her life and family as she 
knows them are brought to a halt after the terrible events of Sept. 11, never to be the same 
again. Thousands of miles away lives 8-year-old Brandt, who finds his life and family also 
torn apart by the destruction of the twin towers. Following the attack, Brandt and his 13 
year-old brother, Jared, move to Elizabeth’s island to escape the sadness that has 
consumed their lives since the tragedy. Brandt and Elizabeth find an immediate kindred 
connection with each other, and they go on to try to heal themselves and their families. 
 
Lane, Kathleen.  The Best Worst Thing 
Ten year-old Maggie sees injustice and danger everywhere – in her history textbook, on 
the playground, in her neighborhood, on the news. How can anyone be safe when there's 
a murderer on the loose, a bully about to get a gun for his 12th birthday, rabbits being held 
captive for who-knows-what next door, and an older sister being mysteriously consumed 
by adolescence? Maggie doesn't like it one bit, so she devises intricate ways of controlling 
her own world and a larger, more dangerous plan for protecting everyone else. 

 
  



 
Larwood, Kiran.  Podkin One-Ear 
Podkin is the son of a warrior chieftain. He knows that one day it will be up to him to lead 
his warren and guard it in times of danger. But for now, he's quite happy to laze around 
annoying his older sister Paz, and playing with his baby brother Pook. Then Podkin's 
home is brutally attacked, and the young rabbits are forced to flee. The terrifying Gorm are 
on the rampage, and no one and nowhere is safe. With danger all around them, Podkin 
must protect his family, uncover his destiny, and attempt to defeat the most horrifying 
enemy rabbitkind has ever known. 
 

 
Loux, Matthew.  The Time Museum 
The internship program at the Time Museum is a little unusual. For one thing, kids as 
young as twelve get to apply for these prestigious summer jobs. And as for the applicant 
pool...well, these kids come from all over history. When Delia finds herself working at the 
Time Museum, the last thing she expects is to be sent on time-traveling adventures with 
an unlikely gang of kids from across the eons. From a cave-boy to a girl from the distant 
future, Delia's team represents nearly all of human history! They're going to need all their 
skills for the challenge they've got in store ...defending the Time Museum itself! 
 
 
Mafi, Tahereh.  Furthermore 
Born as blank as canvas in a world brimming with colour and magic, Alice's pale skin and 
milk-white hair mark her as an outcast. Because, for the people of Ferenwood, colour and 
magic are one and the same. And since the disappearance of her beloved father, Alice is 
more determined than ever to prove herself and her own magical abilities. To do so she'll 
have to travel into the mythical, dangerous land of Furthermore, with the help of a fiercely 
annoying boy named Oliver. But nothing in Furthermore is as it seems, and it will take all 
of Alice's wits to find her father and return him safely home. 

Morrison, Megan.  Disenchanted: The Trials of Cinderella 
Ella Coach has one wish: revolution. Her mother died working in a sweatshop, and Ella 
wants every laborer in the Blue Kingdom to receive fairer treatment. But to make that 
happen, she'll need some high-level support. Prince Dash Charming has one wish: 
evolution. The Charming Curse forced generations of Charming men to lie, cheat, and 
break hearts – but with the witch Envearia's death, the curse has ended. Now Dash wants 
to be a better person, but he doesn't know where to start. Serge can grant any wish – and 
has: As an executive fairy godfather, he's catered to the wildest whims of spoiled 
teenagers from the richest, most entitled families in Blue. But now a new name has come 
up on his list, someone nobody's ever heard of... Ella Coach.  

  



 
 

Neri, Greg.  Tru & Nell: A Novel 
Long before they became famous writers, Truman Capote (In Cold Blood) and Harper Lee 
(To Kill a Mockingbird) were childhood friends in Monroeville, Alabama. This fictionalized 
account of their time together opens at the beginning of the Great Depression, when Tru is 
seven and Nelle is six. They love playing pirates, but they like playing Sherlock and 
Watson-style detectives even more. It’s their pursuit of a case of drugstore theft that lands 
the daring duo in real trouble.  
 
 
 
Nix, Garth.  Frogkisser! 
When Princess Anya’s stepstepfather, evil Duke Rikard, transforms her older sister’s latest 
love into a frog, the self-possessed royal promises to transform him back. Alas, the 
Transmorgification Reversal Lip Balm is depleted in kissing the wrong frog, and Anya is 
forced on a dual quest to escape death by Duke Rikard and gather supplies for more balm.  
 
 
 
 
O’Reilly, Jane H.  The Secret of Goldenrod 
Trina and her father move into Goldenrod, an old and possibly haunted mansion. There 
Trina finds a tiny porcelain doll, Augustine, who helps Trina understand more about her 
forgetful father, her absent mother, and herself. 
 
 
 
 
Reynolds, Jason.  As Brave As You 
Genie's summer is full of surprises. The first is that he and his big brother, Ernie, are 
leaving Brooklyn for the very first time to spend the summer with their grandparents all the 
way in Virginia – in the COUNTRY! The second surprise comes when Genie figures out 
that their grandfather is blind. Thunderstruck, Genie peppers Grandpop with questions 
about how he hides it so well (besides wearing way cool Ray-Bans). How does he match 
his clothes? Know where to walk? Cook with a gas stove? Pour a glass of sweet tea 
without spilling it? Genie thinks Grandpop must be the bravest guy he's ever known, but 
he starts to notice that his grandfather never leaves the house – as in NEVER. And when 
he finds the secret room that Grandpop is always disappearing into--a room so full of 
songbirds and plants that it's almost as if it's been pulled inside-out – he begins to wonder 
if his grandfather is really so brave after all.  
  



 
Riley, James.  Story Thieves 
Life is boring when you live in the real world, instead of starring in your own book series. 
Owen knows that better than anyone, what with the real world's homework and chores.  
But everything changes the day Owen sees the impossible happen – his classmate 
Bethany climb out of a book in the library. It turns out Bethany's half-fictional and has been 
searching every book she can find for her missing father, a fictional character.  
Bethany can't let anyone else learn her secret, so Owen makes her a deal: All she has to 
do is take him into a book in Owen's favorite Kiel Gnomenfoot series, and he'll never say a 
word. Besides, visiting the book might help Bethany find her father... Or it might just 
destroy the Kiel Gnomenfoot series, reveal Bethany's secret to the entire world, and force 
Owen to live out Kiel Gnomenfoot's final (very final) adventure. 
 
Sonnenblick, Jordan.  Falling Over Sideways 
Claire's life is a joke, but she's not laughing. While her friends seem to be leaping forward, 
she's dancing in the same place. The mean girls at school are living up to their mean 
name, and there's a boy, Ryder, who's just as bad, if not worse. At home, nobody's really 
listening to her – if anything, they seem to be more in on the joke than she is. Then into all 
of this (not-very-funny-to-Claire) comedy comes something intense and tragic – while her 
dad is talking to her at the kitchen table, he falls over with a medical emergency. Suddenly 
the joke has become very serious – and the only way Claire, her family, and her friends 
are going to get through it is if they can find a way to make it funny again. 
 
Watts, Irene N.  Seeking Refuge 
Eleven-year-old Marianne is fortunate. She is one of the first two hundred Jewish children 
on the heroic rescue operation known as the Kindertransport, which arrived in London in 
December, 1938. Life in the new country seems strange, and her few words of English 
and her attempts to become an ordinary English girl are not enough to please her foster 
mother, who wanted a girl as a domestic servant. Marianne deeply misses her family, 
whom she had to leave behind. With the outbreak of World War II in 1939, Marianne finds 
herself being evacuated to Wales. She is shuffled from one unsuitable home to another  – 
but there is a surprise in store and Marianne's courage and resilience is finally rewarded.  

 
Welford, Ross.  Time Travelling With a Hamster 
“My dad died twice. Once when he was thirty nine and again four years later when he was 
twelve.” On Al Chaudhury’s twelfth birthday his beloved Grandpa Byron gives him a letter 
from Al’s late father. In it Al receives a mission: travel back to 1984 in a secret time 
machine and save his father’s life. Al soon discovers that time travel requires daring and 
imagination. It also requires lies, theft, setting his school on fire and ignoring philosophical 
advice from Grandpa Byron. All without losing his pet hamster, Alan Shearer… 

 
  



 
 
Wolk, Lauren.  Wolf Hollow: A Novel 
Annabelle has lived in Wolf Hollow all her life: a quiet place, still scarred by two world 
wars. But when cruel, manipulative Betty arrives in town, Annabelle's calm world is 
shattered, along with everything she's ever known about right and wrong.  When Betty 
disappears, suspicion falls on strange, gentle loner Toby. As Wolf Hollow turns against 
him, and tensions quickly mount, Annabelle must do everything in her power to protect 
Toby – and to find Betty, before it is too late. 
 
 
 
Young, Karen Romano.  Hundred Percent 
Tink, 11 going on 12, decides to change her childhood nickname to something more 
grown-up, and Jackie, her best friend since kindergarten, suggests “Chris” – the 
abbreviated version of Tink’s given name, Christine. Jackie and Tink come from different 
backgrounds: Jackie is the only child of Bess, a single parent who is currently dating a 
twice-divorced man with two children, while Tink lives with her parents and three siblings in 
a middle-class home. Jackie, unsurprisingly, has matured emotionally faster than Tink and 
is now preoccupied with being part of the in “circle” of the sixth grade, to Tink’s confusion 
and dismay.  

 
 
 
  



 
 

 
NONFICTION (Grades 5&6) 

 
Bausum, Ann.  Marching to the Mountaintop 
Examines the link between the 1968 Memphis sanitation strike and the assassination of Martin Luther King, 
Jr., discussing how the strike, the media, politics, the civil rights movement, and the labor protests all laid the 
foundations for what many consider to be King's greatest speech, given just days before he was killed, and 
how that speech and King's death influenced the end of the strike. 
  
Bertozzi, Nick. Shackleton: Antarctic Odyssey  
Presents in graphic novel format the Antarctic expedition of Ernest Shackleton that began in 1914. He was 
one of the last great Antarctic explorers, and he led one of the most ambitious Antarctic expeditions ever 
undertaken.  
 
Biles, Simone.  Courage to Soar: A Body in Motion, a Life in Balance 
Simone Biles' entrance into the world of gymnastics may have started on a daycare field trip in her 
hometown of Spring, Texas, but her talent, passion, and perseverance have made her one of the top gymnasts 
in the world, as well as a four-time winner of Olympic gold in Rio de Janeiro. But there is more to Simone 
than the nineteen medals – fourteen of them gold – and the Olympic successes. Through years of hard work 
and determination, she has relied on her faith and family to stay focused and positive, while having fun 
competing at the highest level and doing what she loves. Here, in her own words, Simone takes you through 
the events, challenges, and trials that carried her from an early childhood in foster care to a coveted spot on 
the 2016 Olympic team.  
 
Biscup, Agnieszka. Batman Science: The Real-World Science Behind Batman's Gear  
When it comes to fighting crime, technology is Batman’s greatest weapon. From his gadget-packed Utility 
Belt to his high-tech Batmobile, the Dark Knight tackles Gotham’s criminal underworld. But does any of his 
gear have a basis in reality? Or is it merely the stuff of fiction? Batman Science uncovers the real-world 
connections to Batman’s tech and much of it will surprise you! 
 
Bower, Tamara.  The Mummy Makers of Egypt 
Using the classic style of Egyptian art, the book is painstakingly accurate in facts and illustrative style. 
Artifacts, funerary customs, wonderfully gory details of the mummification process, hieroglyphics and 
details of life in ancient Egypt are told through the eyes of Ipy, whose father is embalmer to the King. Yuya, 
father of the Queen, has died and Ipy must help his father in the mummification process. Yuya is an actual 
mummy and the discovery of his tomb is an entertaining story in itself. 
 
  



 
Brimner, Larry Dane.  The Rain Wizard: The Amazing, Mysterious. True Life of Charles Mallory  

Hatfield 
In December 1915, San Diego's leaders claimed the town's reservoirs were nearly dry. Knowing the city 
would not survive and grow unless it had water, they hired Charles Mallory Hatfield, whose skills at making 
rain were legendary. But when torrents and torrents of rain came, disaster struck. Roads were closed, people 
drowned, and dams burst. The town elders blamed Hatfield and refused to pay him. Was Hatfield really a 
rain wizard, or simply a fraud?  
 
Brown, Daniel.  The Boys in the Boat: The True Story of an American Team’s Epic Journey to  

Win Gold at the 1936 Olympics 
Out of the depths of the Great Depression comes the astonishing tale of nine working-class boys from the 
American West who at the 1936 Olympics showed the world what true grit really meant. With rowers who 
were the sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of Washington's eight-oar crew was 
never expected to defeat the elite East Coast teams, yet they did, going on to shock the world by challenging 
the German boat rowing for Adolf Hitler. At the center of the tale is Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or 
prospects, whose personal quest captures the spirit of his generation – the generation that would prove in the 
coming years that the Nazis could not prevail over American determination and optimism.  
 
Downer, Ann.  Wild Animal Neighbors: Sharing Our Urban World 
What would you do if you found an alligator in your garage? Or if you spotted a mountain lion downtown? 
In cities and suburbs around the world, wild creatures are showing up where we least expect them. Not all of 
them arrive by accident, and some are here to stay. As the human population tops seven billion, animals are 
running out of space. Their natural habitats are surrounded  (and sometimes even replaced) by highways, 
shopping centers, office parks, and subdivisions. The result? A wildlife invasion of our urban neighborhoods. 
What kinds of animals are making cities their new home? How can they survive in our ecosystem of 
concrete, steel, and glass? And what does their presence there mean for their future and ours? Join scientists, 
activists, and the folks next door on a journey around the globe to track down our newest wild animal 
neighbors.  
 
Freedman, Russell.  We Will Not Be Silent: The White Rose Student Resistance Movement That  

Defied Adolf Hitler 
Tells the story of Austrian-born Hans Scholl and his sister Sophie. They belonged to Hitler Youth as young 
children, but began to doubt the Nazi regime. As older students, the Scholls and a few friends formed the 
White Rose, a campaign of active resistance to Hitler and the Nazis. Risking imprisonment or even 
execution, the White Rose members distributed leaflets urging Germans to defy the Nazi government.  
 
  



 
Freedman, Russell.  Vietnam: A History of the War 
Was the Vietnam War a tragic mistake? Or was it, as President Ronald Reagan would claim, "a noble 
cause"? Newbery Medalist Russell Freedman provides a succinct account of perhaps the most puzzling and 
contentious of America’s wars. Describing how a superpower caught up in Cold War politics became 
increasingly enmeshed in a conflict over 8,000 miles away, he then explains why twenty years later an exit 
was so difficult. In words and photographs he chronicles the unfolding events in Vietnam and at home as 
increasing numbers of young men were sent into the jungles to fight. 

Jankeliowitch, Anne.  Kids Who Are Changing the World 
Forty-five young people from around the world (including twelve from the U.S. and four from Canada) are 
doing something every day to make the world a better place. They discovered issues that concerned them and 
did something about it. With skills ranging from singing, drawing, and painting to fund-raising, public 
demonstrations, and events, they have fought climate change and pollution, and worked to protect animals 
and their natural habitats.  
 
 Liu-Perkins, Christine.  At Home in Her Tomb: Lady Dai and the Ancient Chinese Treasures of  

Mawangdui.  
This book unearths the mysteries of the Mawangdui (mah-wahng-dway) tombs, one of China's top 
archaeological finds of the last century. Miniature servants, mysterious silk paintings, scrolls of long-lost 
secrets, and the best preserved mummy in the world (the body of Lady Dai) are just some of the artifacts that 
shed light upon life in China during the Han dynasty. 
 
Montgomery, Sy.  The Great White Shark Scientist 
Dr. Greg Skomal, biologist and head of the Massachusetts Shark Research Program, is investigating a 
controversial possibility: Might Cape Cod's waters serve as a breeding ground for the great white shark, the 
largest and most feared predatory fish on Earth? Sy Montgomery and Keith Ellenbogen report on this 
thrilling turning point in marine research and travel to Guadeloupe, Mexico, to get up close and personal 
with the sharks. This daring expedition into the realm of great whites shows readers that in order to save the 
planet and its creatures, we must embrace our humanity and face our greatest fears. 
 
Myers, Walter Dean.  At Her Majesty's Request: An African Princess in Victorian England 
Biography of the African princess saved from execution and taken to England where Queen Victoria 
oversaw her upbringing and where she lived for a time before marrying an African missionary. 
 
Osborne, Linda Barrett.  This Land is Our Land: A History of American Immigration 
American attitudes toward immigrants are paradoxical. On the one hand, we see our country as a haven for 
the poor and oppressed; anyone, no matter his or her background, can find freedom and achieve the 
"American Dream." On the other hand, depending on prevailing economic conditions, fluctuating feelings 
about race and ethnicity, and fear of foreign political and labor agitation, we set boundaries and restrictions 
on who may come to America and whether they may stay as citizens. This book explores the way 
government policy and popular responses to immigrant groups evolved throughout U.S. history, particularly 
between 1800 and 1965.  



 
 

Silvey, Anita.  Untamed: The Wild Life of Jane Goodall 
This biography traces Goodall's life, but each chapter also focuses on two or more of the chimpanzees that 
she observed, with information in sidebars about these particular animals. Along with biographical details, 
the book explores the ethical issues that surround Goodall's work and show what has changed in our 
understanding of Great Apes. 
 
Sweet, Melissa.  Some Writer! : The Story of E. B. White 
Caldecott Honor winner Sweet mixes White's personal letters, photos, and family ephemera with her own 
exquisite artwork to tell the story of this American literary icon. Readers young and old will be fascinated 
and inspired by the journalist, New Yorker contributor, and children's book author who loved words his 
whole life.  
 
Tan, Shaun.  The Singing Bones: Art Inspired by Grimm’s Fairy Tales 
Artist Shaun Tan is world renowned for his singular vision and storytelling abilities. This art book showcases 
his sculptural talent, applied here to fairy tales from the Brothers Grimm. Tan captures the essence of these 
tales as he brings traitorous brothers, lonely princesses, cunning foxes, honourable peasants and ruthless 
witches to life in surprising – and illuminating – ways.  
 
Thornhill, Jan.  The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk 
For hundreds of thousands of years Great Auks thrived in the icy seas of the North Atlantic, bobbing on the 
waves, diving for fish and struggling up onto rocky shores to mate and hatch their fluffy chicks. But by 1844, 
not a single one of these magnificent birds was alive. Although undeniably tragic, the final demise of the 
Great Auk led to the birth of the conservation movement. Laws were eventually passed to prevent the killing 
of birds during the nesting season, and similar laws were later extended to other wildlife species. 
 
Tougias, Michael J.  A Storm Too Soon: A Remarkable True Survival Story in 80-Foot Seas 
When a forty-seven-foot sailboat disappears in the Gulf Stream in the throes of a disastrous storm, it leaves 
behind three weary passengers struggling to stay alive. This middle-grade adaptation of an adult nonfiction 
book tells the story of the four intrepid Coast Guardsmen who braved this ruthless storm in the hopes of 
saving them.  
 
Wilson, Janet.  Severn and the Day She Silenced the World   
“We raised all the money ourselves to come six thousand miles to tell you adults you must change your 
ways.” So began Severn Suzuki’s speech to the international delegates at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de 
Janeiro. Only twelve years old, she was the only child given the chance to speak at the conference, and the 
media – and the world – took notice. Then-United States vice president Al Gore said, “That was the best 
speech I heard all week!” Severn’s story is about the power that children have to create change when they 
work together and how their voices can stand out above the cynicism of adults. 
 

  



SERIES FICTION (SEQUELS/TRILOGIES) 
 
Angleberger, Tom. Origami Yoda. 
A group of sixth-grade friends solve mysteries and navigate the perils of middle school with the 
help of origami Star Wars-themed finger puppets made by a weird kid named Dwight. 
(First book: The Strange Case of Origami Yoda. Seven books as of 2016.) 
  
Barnett, Mac. The Brixton Brothers. 
Seventh-grader Steve Brixton always wanted to be a detective -- until he found out he already 
WAS one.  
(First book: The Case of the Case of Mistaken Identity. Four books as of 2016.)  
  
Barron, T.A. Merlin. 
A young boy who has no identity nor memory of his past washes ashore on the coast of Wales 
and finds his true name after a series of fantastic adventures. 
(First book: The Lost Years of Merlin. Five books as of 2016.) 
  
Blackwood, Sage. Jinx. 
It's not every day that your evil stepdad abandons you in the deep, dark forest of the Urwald. But 
that’s the beginning of the story for Jinx, who goes on to develop his magical skills and struggles 
save his world. 
(First book: Jinx: The Wizard’s Apprentice. Three books as of 2016.) 
  
Cattell, Bob. Glory Gardens. 
A team of young cricketers and their captain, Hooker, struggle to develop their game, compete 
against rivals and cope with changing fortune. 
(First book: Glory in the Cup. Eight books as of 2016.) 
  
Craig, Joe. Jimmy Coates. 
An 11-year-old boy discovers he has strange powers, and a future that holds mystery, adventure - 
and death. 
(First book: Jimmy Coates: Killer. Eight books as of 2016.) 
  
Gantos, Jack. Norvelt. 
In the historic town of Norvelt, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Jack Gantos spends the summer of 
1962 grounded for various offenses until he is assigned to help an elderly neighbor with a most 
unusual chore. 
(First book: Dead End in Norvelt. Two books as of 2016.) 
  



Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Shadow Children. 
In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, 
Luke has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm, until another "third" 
convinces him that the government is wrong. 
(First book: Among the Hidden. Seven books as of 2016.) 
 
Higgins, Simon. Moonshadow. 
Moonshadow's future as agent of the Grey Light Order hangs in the balance when he receives his 
first mission--to steal the plans for a secret weapon developed by a power-hungry warlord who is 
threatening to use the device to plunge medieval Japan into civil war. 
(First book: Moonshadow: Rise of the Ninja. Three books as of 2016.) 
 
Kessler, Liz. Emily Windsnap. 
Emily lives on a boat, but her mother has always tried to keep her out of the water. It is only 
when she has her first swimming lesson that she discovers it is her natural element. When she 
finally gets into the sea, Emily grows a tail and soon begins to explore a glorious underwater 
world. 
(First book: The Tail of Emily Windsnap. Six books as of 2016.) 
  
Meloy, Colin. The Wildwood Chronicles. 
When her baby brother is kidnapped by crows, Prue McKeel adventures with her friend Curtis 
deep into the Impassable Wilderness. There they uncover a secret world in the midst of violent 
upheaval, a world full of warring creatures, peace-loving mystics and powerful figures with the 
darkest intentions. 
(First book: Wildwood. Three books as of 2016.) 
  
Sparkes, Ali. The Shapeshifter. 
Dax Jones is an ordinary schoolboy - until something extraordinary happens. While frightened 
for his life, he inexplicably changes into a fox. Before long, both a government agent and an 
ambitious young journalist are on his tail. 
(First book: Finding the Fox. Five books as of 2016.) 
  
Williams-Garcia, Rita. Gaither Sisters. 
In the summer of 1968, after traveling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California to spend a month 
with the mother they barely know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive 
to a cold welcome and multiple surprises. They eventually return to Brooklyn and then visit 
relatives in the South. 
(First book: One Crazy Summer. Three books as of 2016.). 
  



CLASSICS & OLD FAVORITES 
   

Almond, David. Skellig (c1999) 
Two lonely children form a bond when they secretly take on the care of a crusty, otherworldly 
old man living in a ramshackled garage. A mystical story of love and friendship. 
 
Cleaver, Vera. Where the Lilies Bloom (c1969) 
In the Great Smoky Mountains region, a fourteen-year-old girl struggles to keep her family 
together after their father dies. 
   
Danziger, Paula, with Ann M. Martin. P.S. Longer Letter Later (c1998) 
Tara is outgoing and impulsive and likes to write, while Elizabeth is shy, quiet and prefers 
writing poetry. Even so, they are best friends. When Tara moves to Ohio, the girls continue their 
friendship through letters back and forth to each other. 
  
Fletcher, Susan. Shadow Spinner (c1998) 
When Marjan, a thirteen-year-old disabled girl, joins the Sultan's harem in ancient Persia, she 
gathers for Shahrazad the stories which will save the queen's life. 
 
Gipson, Fred. Old Yeller (c1956)  
Set in the rugged landscape of early frontier Texas, a tale of love and hardship emerges as 
14-year-old Travis is faced with taking over his family's farm and making a painful, important 
decision. 
 
Gray, Elizabeth Jane. Adam of the Road (1962) 
The adventures of eleven-year-old Adam as he travels the open roads of thirteenth-century 
England searching for his missing father, a minstrel, and his stolen red spaniel, Nick. 
 
Henry, Marguerite. King of the Wind  (c1949) 
Sham and the stable boy Agba travel from Morocco to France to England, where Sham's majesty 
is at last recognized and he becomes the "Godolphin Arabian", ancestor of the most superior 
thoroughbred horses. 
 
L'Engle, Madeleine. A Wrinkle in Time (c1962)  
The story of Meg Murry, a high-school-aged girl, who is transported on an adventure through 
time and space with her younger brother Charles Wallace and her friend Calvin O'Keefe to 
rescue her father, a gifted scientist, from the evil forces that hold him prisoner on another planet. 
*also a series 
 



London, Jack. White Fang  (c1906)  
The adventures in the northern wilderness of a dog who is part wolf and how he comes to make 
his peace with man. 
 
Lowry, Lois. Number the Stars (c1989) 
In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be 
brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis. 
 
Morpurgo, Michael. Kensuke’s Kingdom (c1999) 
Michael is swept off his family's yacht and washes up on a desert island. He struggles to 
survive--until he finds he is not alone. 
 
Philbrick, Rodman. Freak the Mighty (c1993) 
At the beginning of eighth grade, learning-disabled Max and his new friend, Freak, whose birth 
defect has affected his body but not his brilliant mind, find that when they combine forces, they 
make a powerful team. 
 
Sachar, Louis. Holes (c1998) 
As further evidence of his family's bad fortune that they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, 
Stanley Yelnats is sent to a hellish correctional camp in the Texas desert where he finds his first 
real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 


