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RECENT FICTION 

 
Anderson, John David.  Ms. Bixby’s Last Day 
Everyone knows there are different kinds of teachers. The boring ones, the mean ones, the ones 
who try too hard, the ones who stopped trying long ago. The ones you'll never remember, and the 
ones you want to forget. Ms. Bixby is none of these. She's the sort of teacher who makes you feel 
like school is somehow worthwhile. Topher, Brand, and Steve know this better than anyone. And 
so when Ms. Bixby unexpectedly announces that she won't be able to finish the school year, they 
come up with a risky plan, more of a quest, really, to give Ms. Bixby the last day she deserves.  
 
 
Barnhill, Kelly Regan.  The Girl Who Drank the Moon 
Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch who lives in 
the forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their town. But the witch, Xan, is 
kind and gentle. She shares her home with a wise Swamp Monster named Glerk and a Perfectly 
Tiny Dragon, Fyrian. Xan rescues the abandoned children and delivers them to welcoming 
families on the other side of the forest, nourishing the babies with starlight on the journey. One 
year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby moonlight instead of starlight, filling the ordinary child with 
extraordinary magic. Xan decides she must raise this enmagicked girl, whom she calls Luna, as 
her own.  

 
Baskin, Nora Raleigh.  Nine, Ten: A September 11 Story 
Ask anyone: September 11, 2001, was serene and lovely, a perfect day--until a plane struck the 
World Trade Center.  But right now it is a few days earlier, and four kids in different parts of the 
country are going about their lives. Sergio, who lives in Brooklyn, is struggling to come to terms 
with the absentee father he hates and the grandmother he loves. Will's father is gone, too, killed 
in a car accident that has left the family reeling. Naheed has never before felt uncomfortable 
about being Muslim, but at her new school she's getting funny looks because of the head scarf 
she wears. Aimee is starting a new school in a new city and missing her mom, who has to fly to 
New York on business.  
These four don't know one another, but their lives are about to intersect in ways they never could 
have imagined. 

 
Behrens, Rebecca.  When Audrey Met Alice 
Living in the White House is like being permanently grounded. Only with better security.  First 
Daughter Audrey Rhodes can't wait for the party she has planned. The decorations are all set and 
the pizza is on its way. But the Secret Service must be out to ruin her life, because they cancel at 
the last minute, squashing Audrey's chances for making any new friends. What good is having 
your own bowling alley if you don't have anyone to play with? Audrey is ready to give up and 
spend the next four years totally friendless – until she discovers Alice Roosevelt's hidden diary. 



The former First Daughter's outrageous antics give Audrey a ton of ideas for having fun...and get 
her into more trouble than she can handle. 

 
 

Brown, Peter.  The Wild Robot 
When robot Roz crash lands on an island, she's forced to fight for survival. The only way Roz can 
live is by learning about her new environment from the island's hostile animal inhabitants. But 
when she finds herself taking care of a baby goose, all the animals pitch in and teach Roz how to 
thrive in this new world. 

 
 
 
 

Burg, Ann E.  Unbound: A Novel in Verse 
The day Grace is called from the slave cabins to work in the Big House, Mama makes her 
promise to keep her eyes down. Uncle Jim warns her to keep her thoughts tucked private in her 
mind or they could bring a whole lot of trouble and pain. But the more Grace sees of the heartless 
Master and hateful Missus, the more a rightiness voice clamors in her head-asking how come 
white folks can own other people, sell them on the auction block, and separate families forever. 
When that voice escapes without warning, it sets off a terrible chain of events that prove Uncle 
Jim's words true. Suddenly, Grace and her family must flee deep into the woods, where they 
brave deadly animals, slave patrollers, and the uncertainty of ever finding freedom.  
 
Cassidy, Sara.  A Boy Named Queen 
Evelyn is both aghast and fascinated when a new boy comes to grade five and tells everyone his 
name is Queen. Queen wears shiny gym shorts and wants to organize a chess/environment club. 
His father plays weird loud music and has tattoos.  
How will the class react? How will Evelyn?  
 
 
 
 
 
Chambliss Bertman, Jennifer.  Book Scavenger 
For twelve-year-old Emily, the best thing about moving to San Francisco is that it's the home city 
of her literary idol: Garrison Griswold, book publisher and creator of the online sensation Book 
Scavenger (a game where books are hidden in cities all over the country and clues to find them 
are revealed through puzzles). Upon arriving, however, Emily learns that Griswold has been 
attacked, and no one knows anything about the epic new game he had been poised to launch. 
Then Emily and her new friend James discover an odd book, which they come to believe is from 
Griswold himself. Racing against time, Emily and James try to uncover the secret at the heart of 
Griswold's new game-before Griswold's attackers find them. 
 

 



 
 

Clary, Julian.  The Bolds 
Mr and Mrs Bold are just like you and me: they live in a nice house (in Teddington), they have 
jobs (like writing Christmas cracker jokes) and they love to have a bit of a giggle. One slight 
difference: they're hyenas. Yes, that's right – they're covered in fur, have tails tucked into their 
trousers, and they really, really like to laugh. So far, the Bolds have managed to keep things 
under wraps, even when their children Bobby and Betty were born. But the nosy man next door 
smells a rat (or a hyena), and a trip to the local wildlife park, and the brilliantly wacky heist that 
results, could be the end of Teddington's best-kept secret. Whatever will the neighbours think? 
 
 
Creech, Sharon.  Moo 
When Reena, her little brother, Luke, and their parents first move to Maine, Reena doesn't know 
what to expect. She's ready for beaches, blueberries, and all the lobster she can eat. Instead, her 
parents volunteer Reena and Luke to work for an eccentric neighbor named Mrs. Falala, who has 
a pig named Paulie, a cat named China, a snake named Edna – and that stubborn cow, Zora. 
 
 
 
Grimes, Nikki.  Garvey’s Choice 
Garvey's father has always wanted Garvey to be athletic, but Garvey is interested in astronomy, 
science fiction, reading – anything but sports. Feeling like a failure, he comforts himself with food. 
Garvey is kind, funny, smart, a loyal friend, and he is also overweight, teased by bullies, and 
lonely. When his only friend encourages him to join the school chorus, Garvey's life changes. The 
chorus finds a new soloist in Garvey, and through chorus, Garvey finds a way to accept himself, 
and a way to finally reach his distant father – by speaking the language of music instead of the 
language of sports.  
 
Larson, Kirby.  Liberty 
Fish has a knack for inventing. His annoying neighbor, Olympia, has a knack for messing things 
up. But when his latest invention leads Fish to Liberty, a beautiful stray dog who needs a home, 
he and Olympia work together to rescue her. However, a friendship that crosses racial lines is not 
the norm in 1940s New Orleans. As Fish enlists the help of unexpected friends and allies to save 
Liberty, he finds his perceptions of the world -- of race and war, family and friendship -- 
transformed. 
 

 
Lin, Grace.  When the Sea Turned to Silver 
Pinmei's gentle, loving grandmother always has the most exciting tales for her granddaughter and 
the other villagers. However, the peace is shattered one night when soldiers of the Emperor 
arrive and kidnap the storyteller. Everyone knows that the Emperor wants something called the 
Luminous Stone That Lights the Night. Determined to have her grandmother returned, Pinmei 
embarks on a journey to find the Luminous Stone alongside her friend Yishan, a mysterious boy 



who seems to have his own secrets to hide. Together, the two must face obstacles usually found 
only in legends to find the Luminous Stone and save Pinmei's grandmother--before it's too late. 

Maclachlan, Patricia.  The Poet’s Dog 
Teddy is a gifted dog. Raised in a cabin by a poet named Sylvan, he grew up listening to sonnets 
read aloud and the comforting clicking of a keyboard. Although Teddy understands words, Sylvan 
always told him there are only two kinds of people in the world who can hear Teddy speak: poets 
and children. Then one day Teddy learns that Sylvan was right. When Teddy finds Nickel and 
Flora trapped in a snowstorm, he tells them that he will bring them home – and they understand 
him. The children are afraid of the howling wind, but not of Teddy’s words. They follow him to a 
cabin in the woods, where the dog used to live with Sylvan . . . only now his owner is gone. 

 
Middleton, Dana.  The Infinity Year of Avalon James 
Avalon James and Atticus Brightwell have a secret – one that they aren't allowed to discuss with 
anyone. This secret is shared between two best friends. When you and your best friend turn ten 
years old magical things are said to happen. You both will receive some kind of magical power. It 
can be a power you can call on time and time again. Or it can be a power that comes once when 
you need it most. It's your Infinity Year and the possibilities are endless. 
 
Morrison, Megan.  Grounded: The Adventures of Rapunzel 
In all of Tyme, from the Redlands to the Grey, no one is as lucky as Rapunzel. She lives in a 
magic tower that obeys her every wish; she reads wonderful books starring herself as the 
heroine; her hair is the longest, most glorious thing in the world. And she knows this because 
Witch tells her so – her beloved Witch, who protects her from evil princes, the dangerous ground 
under the tower, even unhappy thoughts. Rapunzel can't imagine any other life. Then a thief 
named Jack climbs into her room to steal one of her enchanted roses. He's the first person 
Rapunzel's ever met who isn't completely charmed by her (well, the first person she's met at all, 
really), and he is infuriating – especially when he hints that Witch isn't telling her the whole truth. 
Driven by anger at Jack and her own nameless fears, Rapunzel descends to the ground for the 
first time, and finds a world filled with more peril than Witch promised...and more beauty, 
wonder, and adventure than she could have dreamed. 
 
Nannestad, Katrina.  When Mischief Came to Town 
When Inge Maria arrives on the tiny island of Bornholm in Denmark to live with her grandmother, 
she's not sure what to expect. Her grandmother is stern, the people on the island are strange, 
and children are supposed to be seen and not heard. But no matter how hard Inge tries to be 
good, mischief has a way of finding her. Could it be that a bit of mischief is exactly what 
Grandmother and the people of Bornholm need?  
 
Patterson, James.  Word of Mouse 
What makes Isaiah so unique? First, his fur is as blue as the sky – which until recently was 
something he'd never seen, but had read all about. That's right – Isaiah can read, and write. He 
can also talk to humans, if any of them are willing to listen! After a dramatic escape from a 
mysterious laboratory, Isaiah is separated from his 'mischief' (which is the word for a mouse 
family) and has to use his special skills to survive in the dangerous outdoors, and hopefully find 



his missing family. But in a world of cruel cats, hungry owls and terrified people, it's hard for a 
young, lone mouse to make it alone. When he meets an equally unusual and lonely human girl 
named Hailey, the two soon learn that true friendship can transcend all barriers. 
Peck, Richard.  The Best Man 
Archer Magill has spent a lively five years of grade school with one eye out in search of 
grown-up role models. Three of the best are his grandpa, the great architect; his dad, the great 
vintage car customizer; and his uncle Paul, who is just plain great. These are the three he wants 
to be. Along the way he finds a fourth – Mr. McLeod, a teacher. In fact, the first male teacher in 
the history of the school. But now here comes middle school and puberty. Change. Archer 
wonders how much change has to happen before his voice does. He doesn't see too far ahead, 
so every day or so a startling revelation breaks over him. Then a really big one when he's the 
best man at the wedding of two of his role models. But that gets ahead of the story.  

 
Rhuday-Perkovich, Olugbemisola.  Two Naomis 
Other than their first names, Naomi Marie and Naomi Edith are sure they have nothing in 
common, and they wouldn't mind keeping it that way.  Naomi Marie starts clubs at the library and 
adores being a big sister. Naomi Edith loves quiet Saturdays and hanging with her best friend in 
her backyard. And while Naomi Marie's father lives a few blocks away, Naomi Edith wonders 
how she's supposed to get through each day a whole country apart from her mother. When 
Naomi Marie's mom and Naomi Edith's dad get serious about dating, each girl tries to cling to 
the life she knows and loves. Then their parents push them into attending a class together, 
where they might just have to find a way to work with each other – and maybe even join forces 
to find new ways to define family. 

Shepherd, Megan.  The Secret Horses of Briar Hill 
December 1941. Britain is at war. Emmaline has been evacuated away from the bombs to Briar 
Hill Hospital in Shropshire. When she gets there she discovers a secret. It's not to be shared, not 
to be told to anyone, even her friend Anna. But she'll tell you. This is Emmaline's secret. There 
are winged horses that live in the mirrors of Briar Hill.  
 
 
 
Szabla, Anne.  The Sword of Mali Mani 
Bird Boy follows the story of Bali, a 10 year-old boy, desperate to prove his worth to his Northern 
tribe, despite his small stature. Banned from the ceremony that would make him an adult in the 
eyes of his people, he takes matters into his own hands. To prove that he is capable of taking 
care of himself, he sets out into the forbidden forest and stumbles upon a legendary weapon. 
 
 
 
Telgemeier, Raina.  Ghosts 
Catrina and her family are moving to the coast of Northern California because her little sister, 
Maya, is sick. Cat isn't happy about leaving her friends for Bahia de la Luna, but Maya has cystic 
fibrosis and will benefit from the cool, salty air that blows in from the sea. As the girls explore 
their new home, a neighbor lets them in on a secret: There are ghosts in Bahia de la Luna. Maya 



is determined to meet one, but Cat wants nothing to do with them. As the time of year when 
ghosts reunite with their loved ones approaches, Cat must figure out how to put aside her fears 
for her sister's sake -- and her own.  
 
Thompson, Lisa.  The Goldfish Boy 
Twelve-year-old Matthew is trapped in his bedroom by crippling OCD, spending most of his time 
staring out of his window as the inhabitants of Chestnut Close go about their business. Until the 
day he is the last person to see his next-door-neighbour's toddler, Teddy, before he goes 
missing. Matthew must turn detective and unravel the mystery of Teddy's disappearance – with 
the help of a brilliant cast of supporting characters. 
 
 
 
Vivat, Booki.  Frazzled: Everyday Disasters and Impending Doom 
Abbie Wu, Chinese-American preteen and worrywart, is doomed. She’s about to start 
Pointdexter Middle School, and “nothing good ever happens in the Middles.” Added to her doom 
is a family who doesn’t get her. Baby sister Clara is annoyingly cute. Big brother Peter is a 
legend for being good at everything. And Mom never worries about anything, while Abbie seems 
to have written the textbook on anxiety. At school, Abbie figures at least lunch will be an 
improvement, with “REAL food,” but instead, she comes face to face with the injustice of the 
eighth-grade-only lunch line. Worse, she must choose an elective, and her nerves explode 
because choosing one feels like declaring her Thing, which she does not have.  With no elective 
chosen, Abbie is assigned to study hall, a place with suck-ups, slackers, troublemakers, and 
loners. And the fun begins.  

Weeks, Sarah.  Save Me a Seat 
Joe and Ravi might be from very different places, but they're both stuck in the same place: 
SCHOOL.  Joe's lived in the same town all his life, and was doing just fine until his best friends 
moved away and left him on his own. Ravi's family just moved to America from India, and he's 
finding it pretty hard to figure out where he fits in. Joe and Ravi don't think they have anything in 
common – but soon enough they have a common enemy (the biggest bully in their class) and a 
common mission: to take control of their lives over the course of a single crazy week.  

 
Weing, Drew.  The Creepy Case Files of Margo Maloo 
Lucky for Charles, Echo City has Margo Maloo, monster mediator. No matter who's causing 
trouble, Margo knows exactly what to do – the neighbourhood kids say monsters are afraid of 
her. It's a good thing, because Echo City's trolls, ogres, and ghosts all have one thing in 
common: they don't like Charles very much.  
 
Yardi, Robin.  The Midnight War of Mateo Martinez 
Fourth grade brings its share of troubles for Mateo Martinez. His former best friend, Johnny 
Ramirez, starts to hang out with a couple of bike-riding bullies. Mateo finds a new best friend in 
Ashwin, an Indian-American boy with a streak of weird in him. Both he and Ashwin spend their 
lunchtimes at the library, checking out books on knights and medieval warfare. Meanwhile, 
Mateo must behave as a big brother should with his 5-year-old sister, Mila, a headstrong girl 



who wants his old tricycle. One night a pair of skunks steals the desired toy. Weird. Things get 
even weirder when Mateo hears these skunk thieves talk during a stakeout.  

 
 

 
 

NONFICTION (Grades 5&6) 
 

Bausum, Ann.  Marching to the Mountaintop 
Examines the link between the 1968 Memphis sanitation strike and the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
discussing how the strike, the media, politics, the civil rights movement, and the labor protests all laid the foundations 
for what many consider to be King's greatest speech, given just days before he was killed, and how that speech and 
King's death influenced the end of the strike. 
  
Bertozzi, Nick. Shackleton: Antarctic Odyssey  
Presents in graphic novel format the Antarctic expedition of Ernest Shackleton that began in 1914. He was one of the 
last great Antarctic explorers, and he led one of the most ambitious Antarctic expeditions ever undertaken.  
 
Biles, Simone.  Courage to Soar: A Body in Motion, a Life in Balance 
Simone Biles' entrance into the world of gymnastics may have started on a daycare field trip in her hometown of Spring, 
Texas, but her talent, passion, and perseverance have made her one of the top gymnasts in the world, as well as a 
four-time winner of Olympic gold in Rio de Janeiro. But there is more to Simone than the nineteen medals – fourteen of 
them gold – and the Olympic successes. Through years of hard work and determination, she has relied on her faith and 
family to stay focused and positive, while having fun competing at the highest level and doing what she loves. Here, in 
her own words, Simone takes you through the events, challenges, and trials that carried her from an early childhood in 
foster care to a coveted spot on the 2016 Olympic team.  
 
Biscup, Agnieszka. Batman Science: The Real-World Science Behind Batman's Gear  
When it comes to fighting crime, technology is Batman’s greatest weapon. From his gadget-packed Utility Belt to his 
high-tech Batmobile, the Dark Knight tackles Gotham’s criminal underworld. But does any of his gear have a basis in 
reality? Or is it merely the stuff of fiction? Batman Science uncovers the real-world connections to Batman’s tech and 
much of it will surprise you! 
 
Bower, Tamara.  The Mummy Makers of Egypt 
Using the classic style of Egyptian art, the book is painstakingly accurate in facts and illustrative style. Artifacts, 
funerary customs, wonderfully gory details of the mummification process, hieroglyphics and details of life in ancient 
Egypt are told through the eyes of Ipy, whose father is embalmer to the King. Yuya, father of the Queen, has died and 
Ipy must help his father in the mummification process. Yuya is an actual mummy and the discovery of his tomb is an 
entertaining story in itself. 
 
  



 
Brimner, Larry Dane.  The Rain Wizard: The Amazing, Mysterious. True Life of Charles Mallory  

Hatfield 
In December 1915, San Diego's leaders claimed the town's reservoirs were nearly dry. Knowing the city would not 
survive and grow unless it had water, they hired Charles Mallory Hatfield, whose skills at making rain were legendary. 
But when torrents and torrents of rain came, disaster struck. Roads were closed, people drowned, and dams burst. The 
town elders blamed Hatfield and refused to pay him. Was Hatfield really a rain wizard, or simply a fraud?  
 
Brown, Daniel.  The Boys in the Boat: The True Story of an American Team’s Epic Journey to  

Win Gold at the 1936 Olympics 
Out of the depths of the Great Depression comes the astonishing tale of nine working-class boys from the American 
West who at the 1936 Olympics showed the world what true grit really meant. With rowers who were the sons of 
loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of Washington's eight-oar crew was never expected to defeat the 
elite East Coast teams, yet they did, going on to shock the world by challenging the German boat rowing for Adolf 
Hitler. At the center of the tale is Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, whose personal quest captures the 
spirit of his generation – the generation that would prove in the coming years that the Nazis could not prevail over 
American determination and optimism.  
 
Downer, Ann.  Wild Animal Neighbors: Sharing Our Urban World 
What would you do if you found an alligator in your garage? Or if you spotted a mountain lion downtown? In cities and 
suburbs around the world, wild creatures are showing up where we least expect them. Not all of them arrive by accident, 
and some are here to stay. As the human population tops seven billion, animals are running out of space. Their natural 
habitats are surrounded  (and sometimes even replaced) by highways, shopping centers, office parks, and subdivisions. 
The result? A wildlife invasion of our urban neighborhoods. What kinds of animals are making cities their new home? 
How can they survive in our ecosystem of concrete, steel, and glass? And what does their presence there mean for their 
future and ours? Join scientists, activists, and the folks next door on a journey around the globe to track down our 
newest wild animal neighbors.  
 
Freedman, Russell.  We Will Not Be Silent: The White Rose Student Resistance Movement That  

Defied Adolf Hitler 
Tells the story of Austrian-born Hans Scholl and his sister Sophie. They belonged to Hitler Youth as young children, but 
began to doubt the Nazi regime. As older students, the Scholls and a few friends formed the White Rose, a campaign of 
active resistance to Hitler and the Nazis. Risking imprisonment or even execution, the White Rose members distributed 
leaflets urging Germans to defy the Nazi government.  
 
  



 
Freedman, Russell.  Vietnam: A History of the War 
Was the Vietnam War a tragic mistake? Or was it, as President Ronald Reagan would claim, "a noble cause"? Newbery 
Medalist Russell Freedman provides a succinct account of perhaps the most puzzling and contentious of America’s 
wars. Describing how a superpower caught up in Cold War politics became increasingly enmeshed in a conflict over 
8,000 miles away, he then explains why twenty years later an exit was so difficult. In words and photographs he 
chronicles the unfolding events in Vietnam and at home as increasing numbers of young men were sent into the jungles 
to fight. 

Jankeliowitch, Anne.  Kids Who Are Changing the World 
Forty-five young people from around the world (including twelve from the U.S. and four from Canada) are doing 
something every day to make the world a better place. They discovered issues that concerned them and did something 
about it. With skills ranging from singing, drawing, and painting to fund-raising, public demonstrations, and events, 
they have fought climate change and pollution, and worked to protect animals and their natural habitats.  
 
 Liu-Perkins, Christine.  At Home in Her Tomb: Lady Dai and the Ancient Chinese Treasures of  

Mawangdui.  
This book unearths the mysteries of the Mawangdui (mah-wahng-dway) tombs, one of China's top archaeological finds 
of the last century. Miniature servants, mysterious silk paintings, scrolls of long-lost secrets, and the best preserved 
mummy in the world (the body of Lady Dai) are just some of the artifacts that shed light upon life in China during the 
Han dynasty. 
 
Montgomery, Sy.  The Great White Shark Scientist 
Dr. Greg Skomal, biologist and head of the Massachusetts Shark Research Program, is investigating a controversial 
possibility: Might Cape Cod's waters serve as a breeding ground for the great white shark, the largest and most feared 
predatory fish on Earth? Sy Montgomery and Keith Ellenbogen report on this thrilling turning point in marine research 
and travel to Guadeloupe, Mexico, to get up close and personal with the sharks. This daring expedition into the realm of 
great whites shows readers that in order to save the planet and its creatures, we must embrace our humanity and face our 
greatest fears. 
 
Myers, Walter Dean.  At Her Majesty's Request: An African Princess in Victorian England 
Biography of the African princess saved from execution and taken to England where Queen Victoria oversaw her 
upbringing and where she lived for a time before marrying an African missionary. 
 
Osborne, Linda Barrett.  This Land is Our Land: A History of American Immigration 
American attitudes toward immigrants are paradoxical. On the one hand, we see our country as a haven for the poor and 
oppressed; anyone, no matter his or her background, can find freedom and achieve the "American Dream." On the other 
hand, depending on prevailing economic conditions, fluctuating feelings about race and ethnicity, and fear of foreign 
political and labor agitation, we set boundaries and restrictions on who may come to America and whether they may 
stay as citizens. This book explores the way government policy and popular responses to immigrant groups evolved 
throughout U.S. history, particularly between 1800 and 1965.  

 
 



Silvey, Anita.  Untamed: The Wild Life of Jane Goodall 
This biography traces Goodall's life, but each chapter also focuses on two or more of the chimpanzees that she observed, 
with information in sidebars about these particular animals. Along with biographical details, the book explores the 
ethical issues that surround Goodall's work and show what has changed in our understanding of Great Apes. 
 
Sweet, Melissa.  Some Writer! : The Story of E. B. White 
Caldecott Honor winner Sweet mixes White's personal letters, photos, and family ephemera with her own exquisite 
artwork to tell the story of this American literary icon. Readers young and old will be fascinated and inspired by the 
journalist, New Yorker contributor, and children's book author who loved words his whole life.  
 
Tan, Shaun.  The Singing Bones: Art Inspired by Grimm’s Fairy Tales 
Artist Shaun Tan is world renowned for his singular vision and storytelling abilities. This art book showcases his 
sculptural talent, applied here to fairy tales from the Brothers Grimm. Tan captures the essence of these tales as he 
brings traitorous brothers, lonely princesses, cunning foxes, honourable peasants and ruthless witches to life in 
surprising – and illuminating – ways.  
 
Thornhill, Jan.  The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk 
For hundreds of thousands of years Great Auks thrived in the icy seas of the North Atlantic, bobbing on the waves, 
diving for fish and struggling up onto rocky shores to mate and hatch their fluffy chicks. But by 1844, not a single one 
of these magnificent birds was alive. Although undeniably tragic, the final demise of the Great Auk led to the birth of 
the conservation movement. Laws were eventually passed to prevent the killing of birds during the nesting season, and 
similar laws were later extended to other wildlife species. 
 
Tougias, Michael J.  A Storm Too Soon: A Remarkable True Survival Story in 80-Foot Seas 
When a forty-seven-foot sailboat disappears in the Gulf Stream in the throes of a disastrous storm, it leaves behind three 
weary passengers struggling to stay alive. This middle-grade adaptation of an adult nonfiction book tells the story of the 
four intrepid Coast Guardsmen who braved this ruthless storm in the hopes of saving them.  
 
Wilson, Janet.  Severn and the Day She Silenced the World   
“We raised all the money ourselves to come six thousand miles to tell you adults you must change your ways.” So 
began Severn Suzuki’s speech to the international delegates at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. Only twelve 
years old, she was the only child given the chance to speak at the conference, and the media – and the world – took 
notice. Then-United States vice president Al Gore said, “That was the best speech I heard all week!” Severn’s story is 
about the power that children have to create change when they work together and how their voices can stand out above 
the cynicism of adults. 
 

  



SERIES FICTION (SEQUELS/TRILOGIES) 
  
 

Auxier, Jonathan. Peter Nimble. 
A ten-year-old blind orphan, who has been schooled in a life of thievery, steals a box from a mysterious 
traveling haberdasher—a box that contains three pairs of magical eyes. 
(First book: Peter Nimble and His Fantastic Eyes. Two books as of 2016.) 
 
Birdsall, Jeanne. The Penderwicks.  
While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four lovable sisters, ages four 
through twelve, share adventures.  
(First book: The Penderwicks: a Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy. 
Four books as of 2016.) 
  
Buckley, Michael. NERDS. 
While running a spy network from their elementary school, five unpopular misfits combine their talents 
and use cutting-edge gadgetry to fight evil around the world. 
(First book: NERDS: National Espionage, Rescue, and Defense Society. Five books as of 2016.) 
  
Buckley, Michael. The Sisters Grimm. 
Orphans Sabrina and Daphne Grimm are sent to live with an eccentric grandmother in a town populated by 
characters from fantasy and fairy tales, where their family business is detective work. 
(First Book: The Fairy Tale Detectives. Nine books as of 2016.) 
  
DuPrau, Jeanne. Book of Ember. 
The tale of twelve-year-old Lina and her friend Doon, who are among those living in the decaying, 
post-apocalyptic underground city of Ember, and their efforts to come above ground and survive. 
(First book: The City of Ember. Four books as of 2016.) 
  
Frazier, Angie. The Suzanna Snow Mysteries. 
In 1905, Suzanna is in training to be a well-mannered hostess at a New Brunswick hotel, but dreams of 
being a detective. 
(First book: The Midnight Tunnel. Two books as of 2016.) 
  
 
  



Freedman, Dan. Jamie Johnson. 
Jamie is a boy who lives and breathes football. He has talent, drive and the desire to make it to the top as a 
world-class player.. 
(First book: The Kick Off. Seven books as of 2016.) 
  
Gidwitz, Adam. Grimm. 
Warlocks with dark spells, hunters with deadly aim, and bakers with ovens retrofitted for cooking children 
lurk within these pages. But if you dare, turn the page and learn the true story of Hansel and Gretel - the 
story behind (and beyond) the bread crumbs, edible houses and outwitted witches. 
(First book: A Tale Dark and Grimm. Three books as of 2016.) 
  
Gutman, Dan. The Genius Files. 
Twins Coke and Pepsi, soon to be thirteen, fend off strange assassins as they try to come to terms with their 
being part of a top-secret government organization known as The Genius Files. 
(First book: Mission Unstoppable. Five books as of 2016.) 
 
Levy, Dana Alison. The Family Fletcher. 
Meet the Fletchers. Their year will be filled with new schools, old friends, a grouchy neighbor, hungry 
skunks, leaking ice rinks, school plays, wet cats, and scary tales told in the dark! 
(First book: The Misadventures of the Family Fletcher. Two books as of 2016.)  
  
Malone, Marianne. The Sixty-eight Rooms. 
A time-travel adventure series about the Thorne Rooms, sixty-eight miniature rooms housed at the Chicago 
Art Institute created by Mrs. James Ward Thorne in the 1930s, and a magic key that allows a person to 
shrink down small enough to explore their secrets. 
(First book: The Sixty-Eight Rooms. Four books as of 2016.) 
  
Pastis, Stephan. Timmy Failure. 
Meet Timmy Failure, founder of the 'best' detective agency in town - Total Failure, Inc. Timmy may only 
be 11, but with the help of his polar bear, Total, he already has plans for world domination. 
(First book: Mistakes Were Made. Four books as of 2016.) 
  
 
  



Paver, Michelle. Chronicles of Ancient Darkness. 
Torak is alone, wounded, terrified and on the run. His only ally is an orphaned wolf cub and his only 
chance of survival is his skill as a hunter. Soon he must face a foe that stalks him through the ancient 
darkness of the Forest and one that he can neither outrun nor outwit. 
(First book: Wolf Brother. Six books as of 2016.) 
  
Ross, Joel.  Fog Diver. 
Once the Fog started rising, the earth was covered with a deadly white mist until nothing remained but the 
mountaintops. Now humanity clings to its highest peaks, called the Rooftop, where the wealthy Five 
Families rule over the lower slopes and floating junkyards. 
(First Book: Fog Diver. Two books as of 2016.) 

 
  
 
  



CLASSICS & OLD FAVORITES 
  
 
Aiken, Joan.  The Wolves of Willoughby Chase  (c1987) 
Three children become involved in a series of adventures when left under the care of an evil detestable 
governess in the rural English manor of Willoughby Chase. 
  
Avi.  Poppy (c1995) 
Poppy, a deer mouse, urges her family to move next to a field of corn big enough to feed them all 
forever, but Mr. Ocax, a terrifying owl, has other ideas. *also a series 
 
Burnett, Frances Hodgson. The Secret Garden (c1911)  
A ten-year-old orphan comes to live in a lonely house on the Yorkshire moors where she discovers an 
invalid cousin and the mysteries of a locked garden. 
  
Carroll, Lewis.  Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (c1865)  
A little girl falls down a rabbit hole and discovers a world of nonsensical and amusing characters. 
  
Cleary, Beverly.  Dear Mr. Henshaw (c1983)  
In his letters to his favorite author, ten-year-old Leigh reveals his problems in coping with his parents' 
divorce, being the new boy in school, and generally finding his own place in the world. *has a sequel 
  
George, Jean Craighead.  My Side of the Mountain (c1959)  
A young boy relates his adventures during the year he spends living alone in the Catskill Mountains, 
including his struggle for survival, his dependence on nature, his animal friends, and his ultimate 
realization that he needs human companionship. *also a series 
  
Henry, Marguerite.  Misty of Chincoteague  (c1947) 
On an island off the coasts of Virginia and Maryland lives a centuries-old band of wild ponies. Among 
them is the most mysterious of all, Phantom, a rarely seen mare that eludes all efforts to capture her--that 
is, until a young boy and girl lay eyes on her and determine that they can't live without her.  
  
Kerr, Judith. When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit (c1971)  
Recounts the adventures of a nine-year-old Jewish girl and her family in the early 1930s as they travel from 
Germany to England. *also a series 
  



Lewis, C.S. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (c1950)  
Four English schoolchildren find their way through the back of a wardrobe into the magic land of 
Narnia and assist Aslan, the Golden Lion, in battling the White Witch who has cursed the land with an 
eternal winter. *also a series 
 
Lofting, Hugh. The Story of Doctor Dolittle (c1920)  
The adventures of a kind-hearted doctor, who is fond of animals and understands their language, as he 
travels to Africa with some of his favourite pets to cure the monkeys of a terrible sickness. 
  
Nesbit, Edith. The Railway Children (c1906)  
When their father is sent away to prison, three London children move to the country where they keep busy 
preventing accidents on the nearby railway, making many new friends, and learning a good deal about 
themselves.  
 
Oppel, Kenneth. Silverwing (c1997) 
When a newborn bat named Shade (but sometimes called "Runt") becomes separated from his colony 
during migration, he grows in ways that prepare him for even greater journeys. *also a series 
  
Osborne, Mary Pope. Adaline Falling Star (c2000) 
Feeling abandoned by her deceased Arapaho mother and her explorer father, Adaline Falling Star runs 
away from the prejudiced cousins with whom she is staying and comes close to death in the wilderness, 
with only a mongrel dog for company. 
 
 Sperry, Armstrong. Call it Courage (c1940)  
Mafatu, a young Polynesian boy whose name means Stout Heart, overcomes his terrible fear of the sea and 
proves his courage to himself and his people. 
  
St. John, Lauren.  The White Giraffe (c2006)  
After a fire kills her parents, eleven-year-old Martine must leave England to live with her grandmother on a 
wildlife game reserve in South Africa, where she befriends a mythical white giraffe. *also a series 
  
Wilkinson, Carole.  Dragon Keeper (c2003) 
In Ancient China, during the Han Dynasty, a nameless orphan is hopeless and lonely until she comes to the 
aid of an aging dragon, and together they journey to protect a mysterious stone.  *also a series 
  



 
    
Wilder, Laura Ingalls. Little House on the Prairie (c1935)  
A family travels from the big woods of Wisconsin to a new home on the prairie where they build a house, 
meet neighboring Indians, dig a well and fight a prairie fire. *also a series 
 
 


