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RECENT FICTION 

 
Aceves, Fred. The Closest I’ve Come 
Marcos Rivas yearns for love, a working cell phone, and maybe a pair of sneakers that aren’t                 
falling apart. But more than anything, Marcos wants to get out of Maesta, his hood, away from                 
his indifferent mom and her abusive boyfriend—which seems impossible. When Marcos is            
placed in a new after-school program, he meets Zach and Amy, whose friendship inspires              
Marcos to open up to his Maesta crew, too, and starts to think more about his future and what                   
he has to fight for. Marcos ultimately learns that bravery isn’t about acting tough and being                
macho; it’s about being true to yourself. 

 
 
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak 
2018 Graphic Novel adaptation 
"Speak up for yourself--we want to know what you have to say." From the first moment of her                  
freshman year at Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, part of the nonsense of                  
high school. She is friendless--an outcast--because she busted an end-of-summer party by            
calling the cops, so now nobody will talk to her, let alone listen to her. Through her work on an                    
art project, she is finally able to face what really happened that night.  
 
 
Anderson, Natalie C. City of Saints & Thieves 
In fictional Sangui City, Kenya, lives 16-year-old Tina, a Congolese refugee. Tina has two              
purposes in life: take care of her mixed-race half sister, Kiki, and avenge their mother’s death.                
Five years ago, Mama was murdered, and Tina believes the culprit can only be the rich and                 
corrupt Mr. Greyhill, her mother’s white former employer and lover. To survive, Tina has              
embedded herself as the wiliest of thieves within the ranks of the Goondas, a powerful gang in                 
the city. After a Goonda heist on Mr. Greyhill goes wrong, Tina finds herself in cahoots with his                  
son, Michael, to find the true murderer. Michael wants to prove it wasn’t his father, and Tina                 
goes along with it so that she can resume her plan for vengeance. Along with her tech genius                  
partner in crime, Boyboy, they find themselves in the depths of Congo, looking for answers that                
could cost them their lives. 
 
Anderson, M. T. Landscape with Invisible Hand 
When the vuvv first landed, it came as a surprise to aspiring artist Adam and the rest of planet                   
Earth—but not necessarily an unwelcome one. Can it really be called an invasion when the vuvv                
generously offered free advanced technology and cures for every illness imaginable? As it turns              
out, yes. With his parents’ jobs replaced by alien tech and no money for food, clean water, or the                   
vuvv’s miraculous medicine, Adam and his girlfriend, Chloe, have to get creative to survive. And               
since the vuvv crave anything they deem classic Earth culture (doo-wop music, still life paintings               
of fruit, true love), recording 1950s-style dates for the vuvv to watch in a pay-per-minute format                
seems like a brilliant idea. But it’s hard for Adam and Chloe to sell true love when they hate each                    
other more with every passing episode. Soon enough, Adam must decide how far he’s willing to                
go—and what he’s willing to sacrifice—to give the vuvv what they want. 



 
Benway, Robin. Far from the Tree 
When 16 year-old Grace gives up her baby for adoption, she decides that the time has come to                  
find out more about her own biological mother. Although her biological mum proves elusive, her               
search leads her to two half-siblings she never knew existed. Maya, 15, has been adopted by                
wealthy parents and seems to have the picture-perfect family – that is, if you look past her                 
alcoholic mother and the fact that Maya stands out like a sore thumb. Older brother Joaquin                
hasn’t been so lucky. At 18, he’s shuffled between foster home after foster home, always careful                
never to get attached to anyone or anything, because it always gets taken away. When these                
three siblings come together, they find in themselves the place they can belong, while the               
secrets they guard threaten to explode... 
 
Buckley, Michael. Undertow 
Sixteen-year-old Lyric Walker's life is forever changed when she witnesses the arrival of 30,000              
Alpha, a five-nation race of ocean-dwelling warriors, on her beach in Coney Island. The world's               
initial wonder and awe over the Alpha quickly turns ugly and paranoid and violent, and Lyric's                
small town transforms into a military zone with humans on one side and Alpha on the other.                 
When Lyric is recruited to help the crown prince, a boy named Fathom, assimilate, she begins to                 
fall for him. But their love is a dangerous one, and there are forces on both sides working to                   
keep them apart. Only, what if the Alpha are not actually the enemy? What if they are in fact                   
humanity's best chance for survival? Because the real enemy is coming. And it's more terrifying               
than anything the world has ever seen. 
 
Dalton, Ryan. The Year of Lightning 
When 15-year-old twins Malcolm and Valentine Gilbert moved to a new town, they never              
imagined that the old house across the street could bring them so much trouble. Inside the old                 
house, a secret machine with the power to pierce time has reawakened. Meanwhile, lightning              
storms are breaking out all over town. They're getting worse every week, and seem to enjoy                
striking kids who just want to pass science class and mind their own business. When Malcolm                
and Valentine discover a connection between the house and the storms, their situation goes              
from mysterious to crazy-stupid dangerous. Someone is controlling the great machine, and their             
purpose is nearly complete. In a race against time, the twins must uncover the chilling plan, the                 
mastermind behind it, and the force that's driving the deadly storms. They'll hunt a powerful               
enemy that threatens their town's existence, and the only clues are written in the sky. 
 
 
Elliott, David. Bull 
It’s rude, it’s crude and it’s a whole bunch of fun. David Elliott’s raunchy retelling of the myth of                   
the Minotaur and Theseus, Bull, takes a decidedly modern turn with multiple perspectives and a               
sympathetic look at the Minotaur. The ancient Greek tale begins with Poseidon’s revenge,             
resulting in the birth of a baby with the body of a human male and head of a bull. Pasiphae, his                     
mother, names him Asterion, an ironic choice as King Minos eventually spirits him to the depths                
of the labyrinth where there are no stars to rule. 

 

 
  



 
Federle, Tim. The Great American Whatever 
Quinn Roberts is a sixteen-year-old smart aleck and Hollywood hopeful whose only worry used              
to be writing convincing dialogue for the movies he made with his sister Annabeth. Of course,                
that was all before before Quinn stopped going to school, before his mom started sleeping on                
the sofa and before the car accident that changed everything. Enter: Geoff, Quinn’s best friend               
who insists it’s time that Quinn came out at least from hibernation. One haircut later, Geoff drags                 
Quinn to his first college party, where instead of nursing his pain, he meets a guy okay, a hot                   
guy and falls, hard. What follows is an upside-down week in which Quinn begins imagining his                
future as a screenplay that might actually have a happily-ever-after ending if, that is, he can                
finally step back into the starring role of his own life story. 
 
 
 
Giles, L. R. Overturned 
Nikki Tate's father has been on death row for killing his best friend in a gambling dispute, but he                   
has always maintained his innocence, and now his conviction has been overturned and he is               
back at the casino, where high school junior Nikki has been operating illegal poker games in the                 
hopes of saving enough money to get out of Vegas after graduation--and now he is determined                
to find the real killer, and Nikki is inevitably drawn into his dangerous search for the truth. 
 
 
 
 
 
Gilman, Melanie. As the Crow Flies 
Charlie Lamonte is thirteen years old, queer, black, and questioning what was once a firm belief                
in God. So naturally, she's spending a week of her summer vacation stuck at an all-white                
Christian youth backpacking camp. As the journey wears on and the rhetoric wears thin, she               
can't help but poke holes in the pious obliviousness of this storied sanctuary with little regard for                 
people like herself . . . or her fellow camper, Sydney. 
 
 
Graham-Felsen, Sam. Green: A Novel 
Boston, 1992. David Greenfeld is one of the few white kids at the Martin Luther King, Jr., Middle                  
School. Everybody clowns him, girls ignore him, and his hippie parents won't even buy him a                
pair of Nikes, let alone transfer him to a private school. Unless he tests into the city's best public                   
high school--which, if practice tests are any indication, isn't likely--he'll be friendless for the              
foreseeable future. Nobody's more surprised than Dave when Marlon Wellings sticks up for him              
in the school cafeteria. Mar's a loner from the public housing project on the corner of Dave's                 
own gentrifying block, and he confounds Dave's assumptions about black culture: He's nerdy             
and neurotic, a Celtics obsessive whose favorite player is the gawky, white Larry Bird. Before               
long, Mar's coming over to Dave's house every afternoon to watch vintage basketball tapes and               
plot their hustle to Harvard. But as Dave welcomes his new best friend into his world, he                 
realizes how little he knows about Mar's. Cracks gradually form in their relationship, and Dave               
starts to become aware of the breaks he's been given--and that Mar has not. 

 



 
Green, John. Turtles All the Way Down 
Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the mystery of fugitive billionaire Russell Pickett,             
but there's a hundred thousand dollar reward at stake and her Best and Most Fearless Friend,                
Daisy, is eager to investigate. So together, they navigate the short distance and broad divides               
that separate them from Russell Pickett's son, Davis. Aza is trying. She is trying to be a good                  
daughter, a good friend, a good student, and maybe even a good detective, while also living                
within the ever-tightening spiral of her own thoughts. This is not your usual John Green               
romance! 

 

Jordan, Jesse. This is Not the End 
James Salley is turning sixteen, and it's not going well. His family's too busy to care, the local                  
bully creates new tortures daily, someone appears to be following him, and he's just learned               
that he's the Antichrist. All James ever wanted out of life was for Dorian Delaney -- the                 
operatically trained and girl of his dreams -- to fall as in love with him as he is with her. But once                      
he's told of his bloody destiny, he finds himself fighting between who he thought he was and                 
who he's supposed to be. With the school librarian pushing him to begin the Apocalypse, an                
irritable homunculus watching his back, and a murderous cabal of Catholics following him             
everywhere, James must discover how to navigate a world in which everything he's ever              
believed is wrong -- and if it's possible to be the hero of a story when you've already been cast                    
as the villain. 
 
Judge, Lita. Mary’s Monster 
Published to mark the 200th anniversary of the publication of Frankenstein, Mary's Monster is              
the compelling, and beautifully illustrated, story of Mary Shelley - the original rebel girl and an                
inspiration for everyone from teenage readers to adult. When her fractured bond with her              
beloved father, and her elopement with the mercurial (and married) poet Percy Bysshe Shelley              
at the age of 16, led her to Switzerland, few could have imagined the consequence would be                 
such a book. But, in the crucible of societal disapproval and tenuous circumstances, Mary              
Shelley created Frankenstein, and his monster, forged in the fire of her troubled and tragic life.                
Part biography, part fantasy and part feminist allegory, Mary's Monster is an engrossing take on               
one remarkable young woman. And her monster. 

 
Kiem, Elizabeth. Orphan, Agent, Prima, Pawn 
Moscow, 1958: sixteen-year-old ballerina Svetlana's dreams come true when she is invited to             
join the Bolshoi Ballet, but not is all as it seems. Now Svetlana is caught between the sinister                  
worlds of very powerful people in the regime and the KGB, and the other world - one she was                   
trying to escape through dance, the gift she's been afraid of her entire life. 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Kullab, Samya. Escape from Syria 
When the family home in Aleppo is destroyed by a government-led bomb strike, Walid has no                
choice but to take his wife and children and flee their war-torn and much loved homeland.                
They struggle to survive in the wretched refugee camps of Lebanon, and when Youssef              
becomes fatally ill as a result of the poor hygienic conditions, his father is forced to take great                  
personal risk to save his family. Walid's daughter, the young Amina, a whip-smart grade-A              
student, tells the story. As she witnesses firsthand the harsh realities that her family must               
endure if they are to survive - swindling smugglers, treacherous ocean crossings, and jihadist              
militias - she is forced to grow up very quickly in order to help her parents and brother.  
 
Lawrence, Lisa. Rodent 
Just when Isabelle thinks her life can't get any worse, something happens to her at school                
that makes her wonder how she can continue to look after her younger siblings, Evan and                
Maisie, work at the local mini-mart and deal with her alcoholic mother. It's more than any                
sixteen-year-old should have to bear, but Isabelle can't think of a way out that won't hurt her                 
brother and sister. When Isabelle punches a girl at school, only one teacher sees past               
Isabelle's aggressive behavior. Challenged to participate in a group writing project, Isabelle            
tentatively connects with a boy named Will and discovers an interest in (and talent for) the                
only kind of drama she can control--the kind that happens on the page. 
 
 
 
 
Messud, Claire. The Burning Girl 
Julia Robinson and Cassie Burnes have been friends since nursery school. They have shared              
everything, including their desire to escape the stifling limitations of their birthplace, the quiet              
town of Royston, Massachusetts. But as the two girls enter adolescence, their paths diverge:              
while Julia comes from a stable, happy, middle-class family, Cassie never knew her father,              
who died when she was an infant, and has an increasingly tempestuous relationship with her               
single mother, Bev. When Bev becomes involved with the mysterious Anders Shute, Cassie             
feels cruelly abandoned. Disturbed, angry and desperate for answers, she sets out on a              
journey that will put her own life in danger, and shatter her oldest friendship.  
 
 
 
Nazemian, Abdi. The Authentics 
Daria Esfandyar is Iranian-American and proud of her heritage, unlike some of the "Nose              
Jobs" in the clique led by her former best friend, Heidi Javadi. Daria and her friends call                 
themselves the Authentics, because they pride themselves on always keeping it real. But in              
the course of researching a school project, Daria learns something shocking about her past,              
which launches her on a journey of self-discovery. It seems everyone is keeping secrets. And               
it's getting harder to know who she even is any longer. With infighting among the Authentics,                
her mother planning an over-the-top sweet sixteen party, and a romance that should be totally               
off limits, Daria doesn't have time for this identity crisis. As everything in her life is spinning                 
out of control--can she figure out how to stay true to herself? 



 
 
Norriss, Andrew. Mike 
MEET FLOYD. 
He’s a tennis star. Possibly even good enough to win Wimbledon one day. 
MEET MIKE. 
He’s . . . different. Apart from anything else, Floyd seems to be the only one who can see                   
him. 
But Mike must have appeared for a reason and finding out why is perhaps the most                
important thing Floyd will ever do . . . 
 
 
 
Nury, Fabien. The Death of Stalin 
Fear, corruption and treachery abound in this political satire set in the aftermath of Stalin's               
death in the Soviet Union in 1953. When the leader of the Soviet Union, Joseph Stalin, has                 
a stroke - the political gears begin to turn, plunging the super-state into darkness,              
uncertainty and near civil war. The struggle for supreme power will determine the fate of the                
nation and of the world. And it all really happened. 
 
 
 
 
Oh, Axie. Rebel Seoul 
It is 2199, and Korea, China, and Japan no longer exist as separate countries but as                
members of the Neo Council. Five decades of war have yielded many innovations, such as               
the God Machines. Preparing to take his military placement exam before graduation from an              
elite academy, Jaewon is isolated: his father is dead, his mother abandoned him, and his               
former best friend has turned his back on Jaewon to gain power in one of the Old Seoul                  
gangs. Jaewon’s military posting is to the Tower, the kilometer-tall building in Neo Seoul that               
serves as headquarters, where he is assigned to supervise Tera, a girl whose strength has               
been enhanced with drugs in order to pilot a new kind of God Machine. With war still raging                  
and rebel nationalists seeking to make Korea an independent nation again, will two young              
people be able to find love?  
 
Reid, Kimberly. Perfect Liars 
Andrea Faraday is junior class valedictorian at the exclusive Woodruff School, where she             
was voted Most Likely to Do Everything Right. But looks can be deceiving. When her               
parents disappear, her life--and her Perfect Girl charade--begins to crumble, and her            
scheme to put things right just takes the situation from bad to so much worse. Pretty soon                 
she's struck up the world's least likely friendship with the juvenile delinquents at Justice              
Academy, the last exit on the road to jail--and the first stop on the way out. If she were telling                    
it straight, friendship might not be the right word to describe their alliance, since Drea and                
her new associates could not be more different. She's rich and privileged; they're broke and,               
well, criminal. But Drea's got a secret: she has more in common with the juvie kids than                 
they'd ever suspect. When it turns out they share a common enemy, Drea suggests they join                
forces to set things right. Sometimes, to save the day, a good girl's gotta be bad. 



 
Reynolds, Jason. Miles Morales:Spider Man 
Miles Morales is just your average teenager. Dinner every Sunday with his parents, chilling              
out playing old-school video games with his best friend, Ganke, crushing on brainy, beautiful              
poet Alicia. He's even got a scholarship spot at the prestigious Brooklyn Visions Academy.              
Oh yeah, and he's Spider Man. But lately, Miles's spidey-sense has been on the fritz. When                
a misunderstanding leads to his suspension from school, Miles begins to question his             
abilities. After all, his dad and uncle were Brooklyn jack-boys with criminal records. Maybe              
kids like Miles aren't meant to be superheroes. Maybe Miles should take his dad's advice and                
focus on saving himself. 
 
 
Shusterman, Neil. Thunderhead 
Sequel to Scythe 
The Thunderhead cannot interfere in the affairs of the Scythedom. All it can do is observe--it                
does not like what it sees. A year has passed since Rowan had gone off grid. Since then, he                   
has become an urban legend, a vigilante snuffing out corrupt scythes in a trial by fire. His                 
story is told in whispers across the continent. As Scythe Anastasia, Citra gleans with              
compassion and openly challenges the ideals of the "new order." But when her life is               
threatened and her methods questioned, it becomes clear that not everyone is open to the               
change. Will the Thunderhead intervene? Or will it simply watch as this perfect world begins               
to unravel? 

 
 
Smith, Andrew. Winger 
Ryan Dean West is a fourteen-year-old boy at a boarding school for rich kids. He's living in                 
Opportunity Hall, the dorm for troublemakers, and rooming with the biggest bully on the              
rugby team. And he's madly in love with his best friend Annie, who thinks of him as a little                   
boy. With the help of his sense of humour, rugby buddies, and his penchant for doodling                
comics, Ryan Dean manages to survive life's complications and even find some happiness             
along the way. But when the unthinkable happens, he has to figure out how to hold on to                  
what's important, even when it feels like everything has fallen apart. 

 
Spears, Katarina M. Sway 
High school senior Jesse Alderman or "Sway," as he's known, could sell hell to a bishop. He                 
also specialises in getting things people want, term papers, a date with the prom queen, fake                
lDs. He has few close friends and he never lets emotions get in the way. For Jesse, life is                   
simply a series of business transactions. But when Ken Foster, football team captain,             
homecoming king candidate and all-around jerk, hires Jesse to help him win the heart of the                
angelic Bridget Smalley, Jesse finds himself feeling all sorts of things. While following             
Bridget and learning the intimate details of her life, he falls helplessly in love. He also finds                 
himself in an accidental friendship with Bridget's belligerent and self-pitying younger brother            
who has cerebral palsy. Suddenly, Jesse is visiting old folks at a nursing home in order to                 
run into Bridget and offering his time to help the less fortunate, all the while developing a                 
bond with this young man who idolises him. Could the tin man really have a heart after all?  



 
 
Talley, Robin. Our Own Private Universe 
Fifteen-year-old Aki Simon has a theory. Aki’s theory is that she’s only got one shot at living                 
an interesting life–-and that means she’s got to stop sitting around and thinking so much. It’s                
time for her to actually do something. Or at least try. So when Aki and her friend Lori set off                    
on a trip to a small Mexican town for the summer, and Aki meets Christa–-slightly-older,               
far-more-experienced–-it seems her theory is prime for the testing. But something tells her             
it’s not going to be that easy… 
 
 
 
Tucholke, April Genevieve (editor). Slasher Girls & Monster Boys 
A host of the sharpest young adult authors come together in this collection of terrifying tales                
and psychological thrillers. Clever readers will love teasing out the references and can satisfy              
their curiosity at the end of each tale, where the inspiration is revealed. From bloody horror,                
to the supernatural, to unsettling, all-too-possible realism, this collection has something for            
anyone looking for an absolute thrill. The full roster of authors includes Stefan Bachmann,              
Leigh Bardugo, Kendare Blake, A. G. Howard, Jay Kristoff, Marie Lu, Jonathan Maberry,             
Danielle Paige, Carrie Ryan, Megan Shepherd, Nova Ren Suma, McCormick Templeman,           
April Genevieve Tucholke, and Cat Winters. 
 
 
 
Zoboi, Ibi Aanu. American Street 
On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint thought she would finally               
find une belle vie—a good life. But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Fabiola’s mother is               
detained by U.S. immigration, leaving Fabiola to navigate her loud American cousins,            
Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the grittiness of Detroit’s west side; a new school; and a               
surprising romance, all on her own. Just as she finds her footing in this strange new world, a                  
dangerous proposition presents itself, and Fabiola soon realizes that freedom comes at a             
cost. Trapped at the crossroads of an impossible choice, will she pay the price for the                
American dream? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
NONFICTION (Grades 7&8) 

 
Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem.  Becoming Kareem: Growing Up On and Off the Court 
Like many kids in elementary school, Kareem (then Lew Alcindor) struggled with fitting in, pleasing a strict                 
father, and severe shyness that made him socially awkward. Unlike most kids, he also had to grapple with                  
a sudden growth spurt that shot him up taller than pretty much everyone around him, including students,                 
teachers, and even his own father. His increasing fame as a basketball player throughout high school                
brought new challenges as this shy boy was shoved into the national spotlight. At the same time, social                  
unrest in the country, particularly involving the growing civil rights movement, tugged at his conscience as                
he tried to find his place in it. After all, he was just a kid. What could he do? Recruited to UCLA, his fame                        
as an unstoppable center made him a college superstar. But as his fame rose, so did the social turmoil in                    
the country: Vietnam War protests, Malcolm X and the Nation of Islam, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,                 
large-scale riots, the Women's Movement. He could have hidden from all the turmoil as a sports celebrity,                 
but he chose to join in the social evolution. The result was converting to Islam and changing his name to                    
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. The public backlash was blistering, but he didn't waver. 

Anderson, Christopher.  The Numbers Game: Why Everything You Know About  
Football is Wrong 

Football has always been a numbers game: 4-4-2, the big number 9 and 3 points for a win. But what if up                      
until now we've been focusing on the wrong numbers? What if the numbers that really matter, the ones                  
that hold the key to winning matches, are actually 2.66, 53.4, 50/50, and 0 > 1? What if managers only                    
make a 15% difference? What if Chelsea should have bought Darren Bent? In this incisive, myth-busting                
book, Chris Anderson, former goalkeeper turned football statistics guru, and David Sally, former baseball              
pitcher turned behavioural economist, show that every shred of knowledge we can gather can help us to                 
love football and understand it even more. You'll discover why stopping a goal is more valuable than                 
scoring one, why corners should be taken short, and why it is better to improve your worst player than to                    
buy a superstar. 

Aronson, Marc.  Eyes of the World: Robert Capra, gerda Taro, and the Invention of  
Modern Photojournalism 

Robert Capa and Gerda Taro were young Jewish refugees, idealistic and in love. As photographers in the                 
1930s, they set off to capture their generation's most important struggle--the fight against fascism. Among               
the first to depict modern warfare, Capa, Taro, and their friend Chim took powerful photographs of the                 
Spanish Civil War that went straight from the action to news magazines. They brought a human face to                  
war with their iconic shots of a loving couple resting, a wary orphan, and, always, more and more                  
refugees--people driven from their homes by bombs, guns, and planes. 

Bausum, Ann.  The March Against Fear: The Last Great Walk of the Civil Rights  
Movement and the Emergence of Black Power 

James Meredith's 1966 march in Mississippi began as one man's peaceful protest for voter registration               
and became one of the South's most important demonstrations of the civil rights movement. It brought                
together leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. and Stokely Carmichael, who formed an unlikely alliance that                
resulted in the Black Power movement, which ushered in a new era in the fight for equality. The retelling                   
of Meredith's story opens on the day of his assassination attempt and goes back in time to recount the                   
moments leading up to that event and its aftermath. Readers learn about the powerful figures and                
emerging leaders who joined the over 200-mile walk that became known as the "March Against Fear." 
  



 
Brierley, Saroo.  Lion: A Long Way Home 
When Saroo Brierley used Google Earth to find his long-lost home town half a world away, he made                  
global headlines. Saroo had become lost on a train in India at the age of five. Not knowing the name of                     
his family or where he was from, he survived for weeks on the streets of Kolkata before being taken into                    
an orphanage and adopted by a couple in Australia. Despite being happy in his new family, Saroo always                  
wondered about his origins. When he was a young man the advent of Google Earth led him to pore over                    
satellite images of India for landmarks he recognized. And one day, after years of searching, he                
miraculously found what he was looking for and set off on a journey to find his mother. 
 
Britz, Allison.  Obsessed: A Memior of My Life With OCD 
Until sophomore year of high school, fifteen-year-old Allison Britz lived a comfortable life in an idyllic town.                 
She was a dedicated student with tons of extracurricular activities, friends, and loving parents at home.                
But after awakening from a vivid nightmare in which she was diagnosed with brain cancer, she was                 
convinced the dream had been a warning. Allison believed that she must do something to stop the cancer                  
in her dream from becoming a reality. It started with avoiding sidewalk cracks and quickly grew to                 
counting steps as loudly as possible. Over the following weeks, her brain listed more dangers and fixes.                 
She had to avoid hair dryers, calculators, cell phones, computers, anything green, bananas, oatmeal, and               
most of her own clothing. Unable to act "normal," the once-popular Allison became an outcast. Her                
parents questioned her behavior, leading to explosive fights. When notebook paper, pencils, and most              
schoolbooks were declared dangerous to her health, her GPA imploded, along with her plans for the                
future. Finally, she allowed herself to ask for help and was diagnosed with obsessive-compulsive              
disorder. 
 
Cassidy, Cody.  And Then You’re Dead: What Really Happens if You Get Swallowed By  

a Whale, Are Shot From a Cannon, or Go Barreling Over Niagara 
What would happen if you took a swim outside a deep-sea submarine wearing only a swimsuit? How long                  
could you last if you stood on the surface of the sun? How far could you actually get in digging a hole to                       
China? Paul Doherty, senior staff scientist at San Francisco’s famed Exploratorium Museum, and writer              
Cody Cassidy explore the real science behind these and other fantastical scenarios, offering insights into               
physics, astronomy, anatomy, and more along the way. 
 
Crossley-Holland, Kevin.  Norse Myths: Tales of Odin, Thor and Loki 
These dramatic, enthralling and atmospheric tales are based on the Scandinavian myth cycle – one of the                 
greatest and most culturally significant stories in the world – and tell of Odin with his one eye, Thor with                    
his mighty hammer and Loki, the red-haired, shape-shifting trickster. In this stunning illustrated anthology              
of myths, the strange world of ancient magic, giants, dwarfs and monsters is unforgettably imagined. 
 
Erickson-Schroth, Laura. “You’re in the Wrong Bathroom!” : And 20 Other Myths and 

Misconceptions About Transgender and Gender Nonconforming People 
From Laverne Cox to Caitlyn Jenner to Thomas Beattie ("the pregnant man") to transgender youth,               
coverage of transgender lives has been exploding over the last few years. Despite being prolifically               
covered in the media, much misinformation about the trans community persists. Bringing together the              
medical, social, psychological, and political aspects of being transgender today in the United States,              
"You're in the Wrong Bathroom!" And 20 Other Myths About Transgender and Gender-Nonconforming             
People unpacks the twenty-one most common myths about transgender people.  
 
 



 

Heiligman, Deborah.  Vincent and Theo: The Van Gogh Brothers 
The deep and enduring friendship between Vincent and Theo Van Gogh shaped both brothers' lives.               
Confidant, champion, sympathizer, friend--Theo supported Vincent as he struggled to find his path in life.               
They shared everything, swapping stories of lovers and friends, successes and disappointments, dreams             
and ambitions. Meticulously researched, drawing on the 658 letters Vincent wrote to Theo during his               
lifetime, Deborah Heiligman weaves a tale of two lives intertwined and the extraordinary love of the Van                 
Gogh brothers. 
 
Hutto, Joe.  When I Was a Turkey 
After a local farmer left a bowl of wild turkey eggs on Joe Hutto's front porch, his life was forever changed.                     
Hutto incubated the eggs and waited for them to hatch. Deep in the wilds of Florida's Flatlands, Hutto                  
spent each day living as a turkey mother, taking on the full-time job of raising sixteen turkey chicks. For                   
two years, Hutto dutifully cared for his family, roosting with them, taking them foraging, and immersing                
himself in their world. In return, they taught him how to see the world through their eyes. Here is the                    
remarkable true story of a man with a singular gift to connect with nature. 
 
Jarrow, Gail.  Bubonic Panic: When Plague Invaded America 
In March 1900, San Francisco’s health department investigated a strange and horrible death in              
Chinatown. A man had died of bubonic plague, one of the world’s deadliest diseases. But how could that                  
be possible? Bubonic Panic tells the true story of America’s first plague epidemic—the public health               
doctors who desperately fought to end it, the political leaders who tried to keep it hidden, and the brave                   
scientists who uncovered the plague’s secrets.  
 
Levinson, Cynthia.  Fault Lines in the Constitution: The Framers, Their Fights, and  

the Flaws that Affect us Today 
Many of the political issues we struggle with today have their roots in the US Constitution.                
Husband-and-wife team Cynthia and Sanford Levinson take readers back to the creation of this historic               
document and discuss how contemporary problems were first introduced--then they offer possible            
solutions. Think Electoral College, gerrymandering, even the Senate. Many of us take these features in               
our system for granted. But they came about through haggling in an overheated room in 1787, and we're                  
still experiencing the ramifications. 
 
Losure, Mary.  Isaac the Alchemist: Secrets of Isaac Newton, Reveal’d 
Before Isaac Newton became the father of physics, an accomplished mathematician, or a leader of the                
scientific revolution, he was a boy living in an apothecary's house, observing and experimenting,              
recording his observations of the world in a tiny notebook. As a young genius living in a time before                   
science as we know it existed, Isaac studied the few books he could get his hands on, built handmade                   
machines, and experimented with alchemy--a process of chemical reactions that seemed, at the time, to               
be magical.  
 
Melvin, Leonard.  Chasing Space: An Astronaut’s Story of Grit, Grace, and Second  

Chances 
Leland Melvin is the only person in human history to catch a pass in the National Football League and in                    
space. Though his path from the gridiron to the heavens was riddled with setbacks and injury, Leland                 
persevered to reach the stars. While training with NASA, Melvin suffered a severe injury that left him deaf.                  
Leland was relegated to earthbound assignments, but chose to remain and support his astronaut family.               
His loyalty paid off. Recovering partial hearing, he earned his eligibility for space travel. He served as                 
mission specialist for two flights aboard the shuttle Atlantis, working on the International Space Station.               



As a chemist, athlete, engineer and space traveler, Leland's life story is a study in the science of                  
achievement.  
Mundy, Liza.  Code Girls: The Untold Story of the American Women Code Breakers  

Who Helped Win World War II 
Recruited by the U.S. Army and Navy from small towns and elite colleges, more than ten thousand                 
women served as codebreakers during World War II. While their brothers and boyfriends took up arms,                
these women moved to Washington and learned the meticulous work of code-breaking. Their efforts              
shortened the war, saved countless lives, and gave them access to careers previously denied to them. A                 
strict vow of secrecy nearly erased their efforts from history; now, through dazzling research and               
interviews with surviving code girls, bestselling author Liza Mundy brings to life this riveting and vital story                 
of American courage, service, and scientific accomplishment. 
 
Ollestad, Norman.  Crazy for the Storm 
Eleven-year-old Norman Ollestad was a gifted skier. After winning the 1979 Southern California Slalom              
Skiing Championship, his father chartered a small plane to fly Norman home, so that his son could collect                  
his trophy and train with his team. Moments later the Cessna, engulfed in a blizzard, crashed into the San                   
Gabriel Mountains and was left suspended at 8,000 feet. Norman's father, his coach and his hero, was                 
dead. Climbing out of the wreckage, young Norman begins a gruelling descent, thousands of feet down                
an icy mountain. Blinded by heavy snow and faced with a raging wind and below-freezing temperatures,                
he attempts to guide his father's injured girlfriend to safety. Kept alive by sheer will, Norman summons                 
everything his father taught him about determination and courage to save his own life. 
 
Saedi, Sara.  Americanized: Rebel Without a Green Card 
At thirteen, bright-eyed, straight-A student Sara Saedi uncovered a terrible family secret: she was              
breaking the law simply by living in the United States. Only two years old when her parents fled Iran, she                    
didn't learn of her undocumented status until her older sister wanted to apply for an after-school job, but                  
couldn't because she didn't have a Social Security number.Fear of deportation kept Sara up at night, but it                  
didn't keep her from being a teenager. She desperately wanted a green card, along with clear skin, her                  
own car, and a boyfriend. 
 
Sheinkin, Steve.  Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football  

Team 
Jim Thorpe: Super athlete, Olympic gold medalist, Native American. Pop Warner: Indomitable coach,             
football mastermind, Ivy League grad. Before these men became legends, they met in 1907 at the                
Carlisle Indian Industrial School in Pennsylvania, where they forged one of the winningest teams in               
American football history. Called "the team that invented football," they took on the best opponents of                
their day, defeating much more privileged schools such as Harvard and the Army in a series of                 
breathtakingly close calls, genius plays, and bone-crushing hard work. 

Shepard, Ray Anthony.  Now or Never!  Fifty-Fourth Massachusetts Infantry War to  
End Slavery 

Here is the riveting dual biography of two little-known but extraordinary men in Civil War history―George                
E. Stephens and James Henry Gooding. These Union soldiers not only served in the Massachusetts 54th                
Infantry, the well-known black regiment, but were also war correspondents who published eyewitness             
reports of the battlefields. Their dispatches told the truth of their lives at camp, their intense training, and                  
the dangers and tragedies on the battlefield. Like the other thousands of black soldiers in the regiment,                 
they not only fought against the Confederacy and the inhumanity of slavery, but also against injustice in                 
their own army. The regiment’s protest against unfair pay resulted in America’s first major civil rights                
victory―equal pay for African American soldiers.  



Swanson, James L. Chasing King’s Killer: The Hunt for Martin Luther King Jr.’s  
Assassin 

In his meteoric, thirteen-year rise to fame, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. led a mass movement for Civil Rights                   
-- with his relentless peaceful, non-violent protests, public demonstrations, and eloquent speeches. But as              
violent threats cast a dark shadow over Dr. King's life, Swanson hones in on James Earl Ray, a bizarre,                   
racist, prison escapee who tragically ends King's life. 

 
Urquhart, Alistair.  The Forgotten Highlander: My Incredible Story of Survival During  

the War in the Far East 
Alistair Urquhart was a soldier in the Gordon Highlanders captured by the Japanese in Singapore. He not                 
only survived working on the notorious Bridge on the River Kwai , but he was subsequently taken on one                   
of the Japanese 'hellships' which was torpedoed. Nearly everyone else on board died and Urquhart spent                
5 days alone on a raft in the South China Sea before being rescued by a whaling ship. He was taken to                      
Japan and then forced to work in a mine near Nagasaki. Two months later a nuclear bomb dropped just                   
ten miles away . . . This is the extraordinary story of a young men, conscripted at nineteen and whose                    
father was a Somme Veteran, survived not just one, but three close encounters with death - encounters                 
which killed nearly all his comrades. 
 
Weinersmith, Kelly.  Soonish: Ten Emerging Technologies That Will Improve and/or 

Ruin Everything 
What will the world of tomorrow be like? How does progress happen? And why don't we have a lunar                   
colony yet? In this witty and entertaining book, Zach and Kelly Weinersmith give us a snapshot of the                  
transformative technologies that are coming next - from robot swarms to nuclear fusion powered-toasters              
- and explain how they will change our world in astonishing ways. By weaving together their own                 
research, interviews with pioneering scientists and Zach's trademark comics, the Weinersmiths           
investigate why these innovations are needed, how they would work, and what is standing in their way. 
 
Westover, Tara.  Educated 
Tara Westover grew up preparing for the End of Days, watching for the sun to darken, for the moon to                    
drip as if with blood. She spent her summers bottling peaches and her winters rotating emergency                
supplies, hoping that when the World of Men failed, her family would continue on, unaffected. She hadn’t                 
been registered for a birth certificate. She had no school records because she’d never set foot in a                  
classroom, and no medical records because her father didn’t believe in doctors or hospitals. According to                
the state and federal government, she didn’t exist. As she grew older, her father became more radical,                 
and her brother, more violent. At sixteen Tara decided to educate herself. Her struggle for knowledge                
would take her far from her Idaho mountains, over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to                 
Cambridge. Only then would she wonder if she’d travelled too far. If there was still a way home.  
 
 
 
  



 
SERIES FICTION (SEQUELS/TRILOGIES) 

 

 Anderson, Laurie Halse. Seeds of America. 
The Revolutionary War-era stories of Isabel, a slave sold to a cruel couple in New York City, and Curzon,                   
an escaped slave who winters with the army in Valley Forge and worries he will be recaptured. 
(First book: Chains. Three books as of 2018.) 
  
Anderson, M.T. The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing. 
Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, a young African              
American, from birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a science experiment in the years                    
leading up to and during the Revolutionary War. 
(First book: The Pox Party. Two books as of 2018.) 
  
Card, Orson Scott. Pathfinder.  
Thirteen-year-old Rigg has a secret ability to see the paths of others' pasts, but revelations after his                 
father's death set him on a dangerous quest that brings new threats from those who would either control                  
his destiny or kill him. 
(First book: Pathfinder. Three books as of 2018.) 
  
Crossan, Sarah. Breathe. 
The Auxiliary class cannot afford the oxygen tax that supplies extra air for running, dancing and sports.                 
Anyone who opposes the regime is labelled a terrorist and ejected from the Pod to die. 16-year-old Alina                  
is part of the secret resistance, but when a mission goes wrong she is forced to escape from the Pod. 
(First book: Breathe. Two books as of 2018.) 
  
Hartman, Rachel. Seraphina. 
The kingdom of Goredd is populated by humans and by dragons who fold themselves into a human form.                  
Though they live alongside each other, the peace between them is uneasy. But when a member of the                  
royal family is murdered, and the crime appears to have been committed by a dragon, the peace and                  
treaty between both worlds is seriously threatened. 
(First book: Seraphina. Two books as of 2018.) 
 
Lewis, C.S. Space Trilogy. 
A philologist is kidnapped and taken via spaceship from England to Malacandra where he escapes and                
goes on the run. 
(First book: Out of the Silent Planet. Three books.) 
  
Ryan, Chris. Agent 21. 
After Zak Darke's parents die in an unexplained mass murder he becomes Agent 21. What happened to                 
the 20 agents before him? What he does know is that his life is about to change forever. 
(First book: Agent 21. Seven books as of 2018.) 
  
Scarrow, Simon. Eagle Series. 
In 42 A.D. Centurion Lucius Cornelius Marco leads his Second Legion into battle against the barbarians                
of Britain. 
(First book: Under the Eagle. Sixteen books as of 2018.) 



 
Westerfeld, Scott. Midnighters. 
Strange things happen at midnight in the town of Bixby, Oklahoma. Time freezes. Nobody moves except                
dark creatures that haunt the shadows and the few people who are free to move at midnight, Midnighters.                  
Their different powers strongest at midnight are: Seer, Mindcaster, Acrobat, Polymath. All changes when              
Jessica Day comes to Bixby High with a hidden power. 
(First book: Midnighters. Three books as of 2018.) 
 
  



 CLASSICS & OLD FAVORITES 
 
Adams, Douglas. The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy  (c1978)  
Seconds before Earth is demolished to make room for a galactic freeway, an earth man is saved by his                   
friend. Together they journey through the galaxy. *also a series 
 
Alcott, Louisa May. Little Women (c1868)  
Chronicles the joys and sorrows of the four March sisters as they grow into young ladies in nineteenth                  
century New England. 
 
Bradbury, Ray. Martian Chronicles  (c1950)  
The first Earth people to attempt the colonization of Mars try to build their new world in the image of the                     
civilization they left behind. 
  
Clarke, Arthur C. 2001: A Space Odyssey  (c1968)  
Sometime in the distant past a monolith was placed on Earth. Evolution then enabled humankind to reach                 
the moon's surface, where yet another monolith is found. Now a race begins between computers (HAL)                
and human (Bowman) to reach the monolith placers. 
  
Crane, Stephen. The Red Badge of Courage  (c1895)  
An innocent young soldier dreams of earning the "badge of courage" on the battlefields of the Civil War.                  
But his dreams are soon shattered when he is confronted by the terrifying realities of war. 
  
Dumas, Alexandre. The Count of Monte Cristo  (c1844)  
Presents the classic novel by Alexandre Dumas about Edmond Dantes, a young sailor who is falsely                
imprisoned, escapes, and assumes a new identity on the island of Monte Cristo. 
 
Farmer, Nancy. A Girl Named Disaster  (c1996) 
When journeying to Zimbabwe, eleven-year-old Nhamo struggles to escape drowning and starvation and             
in so doing comes close to the luminous world of the African spirits. 
 
Forbes, Esther. Johnny Tremain (c1943)  
After injuring his hand, a silversmith’s apprentice in Boston becomes a messenger for the Sons of Liberty                 
in the days before the American Revolution. 
 
Keyes, Daniel. Flowers for Algernon  (c1966) 
After being mentally retarded for all of his thirty-two years, Charlie Gordon undergoes an operation               
designed to change his life. 
 
McKinley, Robin. Beauty  (c1978) 
Kind Beauty grows to love the Beast at whose castle she is compelled to stay. Through her love, she                   
releases him from the spell which had turned him from a handsome prince into an ugly beast. 
 
Potok, Chaim. The Chosen  (c1967) 
Recounts the story of Reuven Malter and Danny Saunders - one an orthodox Jew, the other the son of a                    
Hasidic rabbi - and the course of their friendship as they grow up in Brooklyn. 
  



Pullman, Philip. The Golden Compass  (British title: Northern Lights) (c1995)  
Eleven-year-old Lyra Belacqua journeys from her home at Oxford University to the frozen North on a                
quest to save kidnapped children from the evil Gobblers; and then rescue her father from the 
Panserbjorne, a race of mercenary polar bears who have taken him captive. *also a series 
  
Renault, Mary. The King Must Die  (c1986) 
Tells the story of a boy, Theseus, who must prove his manhood in a semi-barbaric society. 
 
Sedgwick, Marcus.  Midwinterblood (c2013) 
What would you sacrifice for someone you've loved forever? Tragically separated in life, Eric and Merle's                
souls have searched to be reunited through ten centuries, but can their love last? 
 
Tolkien, J. R. R. Fellowship of the Ring (c1955)  
Frodo the hobbit and his companions set out to destroy the Ring of Power before the evil Sauron grasps                   
Control. *also a series 
 
Townsend, Sue. The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 ¾  (c1982) 
Teenager Adrian writes candidly about his parents' marital troubles, the dog, his life as a tortured poet                 
and 'misunderstood intellectual'. His painfully honest diary makes hilarious and compelling reading. 
  
Voigt, Cynthia. Homecoming (c1981) 
It’s still true. That’s the first thing James Tillerman says to his older sister, Dicey, every morning. It’s still                   
true that their mother has abandoned the four Tillermans in a mall parking lot somewhere in the middle of                   
Connecticut. It’s still true that they have to find their own way to Great-aunt Cilla’s house in Bridgeport. It’s                   
still true that they need to spend as little as possible on food and seek shelter anywhere that is out of view                      
of the authorities. It’s still true that the only way they can hope to all stay together is to just keep moving                      
forward.  *also a series 
 
White, T.H. The Sword in the Stone (part of The Once and Future King) (c1938)
Before there was a famous king named Arthur, there was a curious boy named Wart and a kind old                   
wizard named Merlyn. Transformed by Merlyn into the forms of his fantasy, Wart learns the value of                 
history from a snake, of education from a badger, and of courage from a hawk--the lessons that help turn                   
a boy into a man. 
 
Wiggin, Kate. Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm (c1903)  
Talkative, ten-year-old Rebecca goes to live with her spinster aunts, one harsh and demanding, the other                
soft and sentimental, with whom she spends seven difficult but rewarding years growing up. 
  
Wyss, Johann David. The Swiss Family Robinson (c1812)  
When a Swiss couple and their four sons are shipwrecked on an isolated island, they adapt to their "New                   
Switzerland" using many imaginative methods of farming and animal taming. 
 
Zindel, Paul. The Pigman (c1968) 
Two high school sophomores from unhappy homes form a close friendship with a lonely old man who has                  
a terrible secret. 
 


