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RECENT FICTION 

  
 
Abdel-Fattah, Randa, The Lines We Cross 
Michael likes to hang out with his friends and play with the latest graphic design software.                
His parents drag him to rallies held by their anti-immigrant group, which rails against the tide                
of refugees flooding the country. And it all makes sense to Michael. Until Mina, a beautiful                
girl from the other side of the protest lines, shows up at his school, and turns out to be funny,                    
smart -- and a Muslim refugee from Afghanistan. Suddenly, his parents' politics seem much              
more complicated. Mina has had a long and dangerous journey fleeing her besieged home in               
Afghanistan, and now faces a frigid reception at her new prep school, where she is on                
scholarship. As tensions rise, lines are drawn. Michael has to decide where he stands. Mina               
has to protect herself and her family. Both have to choose what they want their world to look                  
like. 
 
Ahmed, Samira. Love, Hate and Other Filters 
Maya Aziz dreams of being a film maker in New York. Her family have other ideas. They                 
want her to be a dutiful daughter who wears gold jewellery and high heels and trains to be a                   
doctor. But jewellery and heels are so uncomfortable . . .  
She's also caught between the guy she SHOULD like and the guy she DOES like. But she                 
doesn't want to let Kareem down and things with Phil would never work out anyway. Would                
they? Then a suicide bomber who shares her last name strikes in a city hundreds of miles                 
away and everything changes . . . 
 
Anderson, John David. Posted 
In middle school, words aren't just words. They can be weapons. They can be gifts. The right                 
words can win you friends or make you enemies. They can come back to haunt you.                
Sometimes they can change things forever. When cell phones are banned at Branton Middle              
School, Frost and his friends Deedee, Wolf, and Bench come up with a new way to                
communicate: leaving sticky notes for each other all around the school. It catches on, and               
soon all the kids in school are leaving notes--though for every kind and friendly one, there is                 
a cutting and cruel one as well. In the middle of this, a new girl named Rose arrives at school                    
and sits at Frost's lunch table. Rose is not like anyone else at Branton Middle School, and                 
it's clear that the close circle of friends Frost has made for himself won't easily hold another.                 
As the sticky-note war escalates, and the pressure to choose sides mounts, Frost soon              
realizes that after this year, nothing will ever be the same. 

Avi. The Player King. 
England, 1486. King Henry VII has recently snatched the English Crown and now sits on the                
throne, while young Prince Edward, who has a truer claim, has apparently disappeared.             
Meanwhile, a penniless kitchen boy named Lambert Simnel is slaving away at a tavern in               
Oxford--until a mysterious friar, Brother Simonds, buys Lambert from the tavern keeper and             
whisks him away in the dead of night. But this is nothing compared to the secret that the friar                   
reveals: You, Lambert, are actually Prince Edward, the true King of England! With the aid of                
the deceitful Earl of Lincoln, Brother Simonds sets out to teach the boy how to become the                 
rightful English king. Lambert has everything to gain and nothing to lose, or so he thinks. Yet                 
in this dangerous battle for the throne, Lambert is not prepared for what's to come--or for                
what it really means to play at being a king. 



Bunker, Lisa. Felix Yz 
When Felix Yz was three years old, a hyperintelligent fourth-dimensional being became            
fused inside him after one of his father’s science experiments went terribly wrong. The              
creature is friendly, but Felix—now thirteen—won’t be able to grow to adulthood while they’re              
still melded together. So a risky Procedure is planned to separate them . . . but it may end up                    
killing them both instead. This book is Felix’s secret blog, a chronicle of the days leading up                 
to the Procedure. Some days it’s business as usual—time with his close-knit family, run-ins              
with a bully at school, anxiety about his crush. But life becomes more out of the ordinary with                  
the arrival of an Estonian chess Grandmaster, the revelation of family secrets, and a              
train-hopping journey. When it all might be over in a few days, what matters most? 
 
Cartaya, Pablo. The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora 
For Arturo, summertime in Miami means playing basketball until dark, sipping mango            
smoothies, and keeping cool under banyan trees. And maybe a few shifts as junior lunchtime               
dishwasher at Abuela's restaurant. Maybe. But this summer also includes Carmen, a poetry             
enthusiast who moves into Arturo's apartment complex and turns his stomach into a deep              
fryer. He almost doesn't notice the smarmy land developer who rolls into town and threatens               
to change it. Arturo refuses to let his family and community go down without a fight, and as                  
he schemes with Carmen, Arturo discovers the power of poetry and protest through untold              
family stories and the work of José Martí. 

 
Clarke, Cat. The Pants Project 
“My name is Liv (Not Olivia)... I'm not technically a girl. I'm Transgender. Which is a bit like                  
being a transformer. Only not quite as cool because I probably won't get to save the world                 
one day." Liv knows he was always meant to be a boy, but with his new school's terrible                  
dress code, he can't even wear pants. Only skirts. Operation: Pants Project begins! The only               
way for Liv to get what he wants is to go after it himself. But to Liv, this isn't just a mission to                       
change the policy--it's a mission to change his life. And that's a pretty big deal. 

 
 
 
Crossan, Sarah. Moonrise 
Joe, Ed’s 17-year-old brother, makes the trek from New Jersey to Wakeling, Texas, where he               
visits his brother on death row before his execution. As the brothers haven’t seen each other                
in 10 years, their exchanges are as intense as they are endearing. As Joe waits and hopes                 
that his brother’s fate will be changed, he meets witty Nell, a waitress in a Texas diner, and                  
she brings temporary relief to his lonely and grief-stricken state. But a surprise encounter with               
a member of Nell’s family could have devastating consequences for the budding romance.  
 
 
 
Dessen, Sarah. Once and for All 
Louna spends her summers helping brides plan their perfect day and handling every kind of               
crises: missing brides, scene-stealing bridesmaids and controlling grooms. Not surprising          
then, that she's deeply cynical about happy-ever-afters, especially since her own first love             
ended in tragedy. When handsome girl magnet Ambrose enters her life, Louna won't take              
him seriously. But Ambrose hates not getting what he wants and Louna is the girl he's been                 
waiting for. Maybe it's not too late for a happy ending after all? 



 
Donnelly, Jennifer. Deep Blue 
When Serafina, a mermaid of the Mediterranean Sea, awakens on the morning of her              
betrothal, her biggest worry should be about reuniting with handsome Prince Mahdi, her             
childhood crush. Instead she finds herself haunted by strange dreams foretelling the return             
of an ancient evil, and dealing with the deaths of her parents as assassins storm the                
betrothal ceremony, plunging the city into chaos. Led only by her shadowy dreams and              
pursued by the invading army, Serafina and her best friend Neela embark on a quest to                
avenge her parents' death and prevent a war between the mer nations. In the process they                
discover a plot that threatens their - and our - world's very existence. 

 
Findakly, Brigitte. Poppies of Iraq 
Brigitte Findakly shares memories of her middle class childhood in Iraq, Touching on cultural              
practices, the education system, Saddam Hussein s state control, and her family s history as               
Orthodox Christians in the arab world. Poppies of Iraq is intimate and wide-ranging; the story               
of how one can become separated from one’s homeland and still feel intimately connected              
yet ultimately estranged. Signs of an oppressive regime permeate a seemingly normal life:             
magazines arrive edited by customs; the color red is banned after the execution of General               
Kassim; Baathist militiamen are publicly hanged and school kids are bussed past them to              
bear witness. As conditions in Mosul worsen over her childhood, Brigitte’s father is always              
hopeful that life in Iraq will return to being secular and prosperous. The family eventually               
feels compelled to move to Paris, however, where Brigitte finds herself not quite belonging to               
either culture.  
 
Hesse, Monica. Girl in the Blue Coat 
Amsterdam, 1943. Hanneke spends her days procuring and delivering sought-after black           
market goods to paying customers, her nights hiding the true nature of her work from her                
concerned parents, and every waking moment mourning her boyfriend, who was killed on             
the Dutch front lines when the Germans invaded. She likes to think of her illegal work as a                  
small act of rebellion. On a routine delivery, a client asks Hanneke for help. Expecting to                
hear that Mrs. Janssen wants meat or kerosene, Hanneke is shocked by the older woman's               
frantic plea to find a person-a Jewish teenager Mrs. Janssen had been hiding, who has               
vanished without a trace from a secret room. Hanneke initially wants nothing to do with such                
dangerous work, but is ultimately drawn into a web of mysteries and stunning revelations              
that lead her into the heart of the resistance, open her eyes to the horrors of the Nazi war                   
machine, and compel her to take desperate action. 
 
Konen, Leah. Love and Other Train Wrecks 
Noah is a hopeless romantic. He's traveling home for one last chance with his first love, and                 
he needs a miracle to win her back. Ammy doesn't believe in true love--just look at her                 
parents. If there's one thing she's learned about love in the last year, it's that it ends. That is,                   
until one winter night when Noah and Ammy find themselves in the same Amtrak car               
heading to Upstate New York. After a train-wreck first impression between the two of them,               
the Amtrak train suddenly breaks down--in the middle of a snowstorm. Desperate to make it               
to their destinations, Noah and Ammy have no other option but to travel together. What               
starts off as a minor detour turns into the journey of a lifetime, but come morning their                 
adventure takes an unexpected turn for the worst. 

 
 
 



 
Long, Hayley. Sophie Someone 
Sophie Nieuwenleven is sort of English and sort of Belgian. Sophie and her family came to                
live in Belgium when she was only four or five years old, but she's fourteen now and has                  
never been quite sure why they left England in the first place. Then, one day, Sophie makes                 
a startling discovery. Finally Sophie can unlock the mystery of who she really is. This is a                 
story about identity and confusion - and feeling so utterly freaked out that you just can't put it                  
into words. But it's also about hope. And the belief that, somehow, everything will work out                
OK. 

 
 
Lord, Emery. The Names They Gave Us 
Lucy Hansson was ready for a perfect summer with her boyfriend, working at her childhood               
Bible camp on the lake and spending quality time with her parents. But when her mom's                
cancer reappears, Lucy falters--in her faith and in her ability to cope. When her boyfriend               
"pauses" their relationship and her summer job switches to a different camp--one for             
troubled kids--Lucy isn't sure how much more she can handle. Attempting to accept a new               
normal, Lucy slowly regains footing among her vibrant, diverse coworkers, Sundays with her             
mom, and a crush on a fellow counselor. But when long-hidden family secrets emerge, can               
Lucy set aside her problems and discover what grace really means? 
 
 
Lovestam, Sara. Wonderful Feels Like This 
What can a bullied teenager learn from an old man spending his days in a retirement home?                 
For a start, she'll learn that it ain't got a thing, if it ain't got that swing... Passing by a                    
retirement home on her way from yet another awful day at school, she hears a familiar song                 
playing through an open window. An old man is playing her musical idol Povel Ramel - a                 
quirky jazz musician from the 1940s - and it sparks a new stage of her life. The man's name                   
is Alvar and just like Steffi, he has a huge interest in music. Before long he starts telling her                   
his story. In his youth, as the Second World War tore across Europe, he travelled to                
Stockholm. Young, innocent and quite naive, Alvar began his life in the big city, struggling to                
become a famous jazz musician. Or at least someone who was in a band. Or at the very                  
least someone who could dance the jitterbug and talk to girls. Intrigued and inspired by               
Alvar's story, Steffi spends more and more time at the retirement home, learning about jazz               
and forgetting about school. She begins to realize that she doesn't have to be the Steffi other                 
people know; instead, as Alvar did, she can recreate herself through music. 
 
McIntosh, Will. Burning Midnight 
Sully is a sphere dealer at a flea market. It doesn't pay much - Alex Holliday's stores have                  
muscled out most of the independent sellers - but it helps him and his mum make the rent.                  
No one knows where the brilliant-coloured spheres came from. One day they were just              
there, hidden all over the earth like huge gemstones. Burn a pair and they make you a little                  
better: an inch taller, skilled at maths, better-looking. The rarer the sphere, the greater the               
improvement - and the more expensive the sphere. When Sully meets Hunter, a girl with a                
natural talent for finding spheres, the two start searching together. What they find will              
change more than just their lives . . . Because the entire world fights over spheres, but no                  
one knows why they're here or what their powers are . . . until now. 

 
 



Moon, Sarah. Sparrow 
Sparrow has always had a difficult time making friends. She would always rather stay home               
on the weekends with her mother, an affluent IT executive at a Manhattan bank, reading, or                
watching the birds, than play with other kids. And that's made school a lonely experience for                
her. It's made LIFE a lonely experience. But when the one teacher who really understood               
her -- Mrs. Wexler, the school librarian, a woman who let her eat her lunch in the library                  
office rather than hide in a bathroom stall, a woman who shared her passion for novels and                 
knew just the ones she'd love -- is killed in a freak car accident, Sparrow's world unravels                 
and she's found on the roof of her school in an apparent suicide attempt. With the help of an                   
insightful therapist, Sparrow finally reveals the truth of her inner life. And it's here that she                
discovers an outlet in rock & roll music . . . 
 
 
Nelson, Marilyn. American Ace 
Connor's grandmother leaves his dad a letter when she dies, and the letter's confession              
shakes their tight-knit Italian-American family: The man who raised Dad is not his birth              
father. But the only clues to this birth father's identity are a class ring and a pair of pilot's                   
wings. And so Connor takes it upon himself to investigate--a pursuit that becomes even              
more pressing when Dad is hospitalized after a stroke. What Connor discovers will lead him               
and his father to a new, richer understanding of race, identity, and each other. 
 
 
 
 
Okorafor, Nnedi. Akata Witch 
Twelve-year-old Sunny lives in Nigeria, but she was born American. Her features are             
African, but she's albino. She's a terrific athlete, but can't go out into the sun to play soccer.                  
There seems to be no place where she fits in. And then she discovers something               
amazing--she is a "free agent" with latent magical power. Soon she's part of a quartet of                
magic students, studying the visible and invisible, learning to change reality. But will it be               
enough to help them when they are asked to catch a career criminal who knows magic too? 

 
 
Priest, Cherie. I am Princess X 
Once upon a time, two best friends created a princess together. Libby drew the pictures,               
May wrote the tales, and their heroine, Princess X, slayed all the dragons and scaled all the                 
mountains their imaginations could conjure. Once upon a few years later, Libby was in the               
car with her mom, driving across the Ballard Bridge on a rainy night. When the car went over                  
the side, Libby passed away, and Princess X died with her. Once upon a now: May is                 
sixteen and lonely, wandering the streets of Seattle, when she sees a sticker slapped in a                
corner window. Princess X?  
 
 
 
Pullman, Philip. La Belle Sauvage: The Book of Dust 
Eleven-year-old Malcolm Polstead and his dæmon, Asta, live with his parents at the Trout              
Inn near Oxford. Across the River Thames (which Malcolm navigates often using his             
beloved canoe, a boat by the name of La Belle Sauvage) is the Godstow Priory where the                 
nuns live. Malcolm learns they have a guest with them; a baby by the name of Lyra                 
Belacqua . . . 



 
Raughley, Sarah. Fate of Flames 
Years ago, everything changed. Phantoms, massive beasts of nightmare, began terrorizing           
the world. At the same time, four girls--the Effigies--appeared, each with a unique power to               
control a classical element. Since then, they have protected the world from the Phantoms.              
At the death of one Effigy, another is chosen, pulled from her normal life into the                
never-ending battle. When Maia unexpectedly becomes the next Fire Effigy, she resists her             
new calling. A quiet girl with few friends and almost no family, she was much happier to                 
admire the Effigies from afar. Never did she imagine having to master her ability to control                
fire, to protect innocent citizens from the Phantoms, or to try bringing together the other               
three Effigies.But with the arrival of the mysterious Saul--a man who seems to be able               
to control the Phantoms using the same cosmic power previously only granted to four              
girls at a time--Maia and the other Effigies must learn to work together in a world                
where their celebrity status is more important than their heroism. 

Reynolds, Jason. Long Way Down 
After Will's brother is shot in a gang crime, he knows the next steps. Don't cry. Don't snitch.                  
Get revenge. So he gets in the lift with Shawn's gun, determined to follow The Rules. Only                 
when the lift door opens, Buck walks in, Will's friend who died years ago. And Dani, who                 
was shot years before that. As more people from his past arrive, Will has to ask himself if                  
he really knows what he's doing. 

 
 
 
 
 
Romanoff, Zan. Grace and the Fever 
In middle school, everyone was a Fever Dream fan. Now, a few weeks after her high                
school graduation, Grace Thomas sometimes feels like the only one who never moved on.              
She can't imagine what she'd do without the community of online fans that share her               
obsession. Or what her IRL friends would say if they ever found out about it. Then, one                 
summer night, the unthinkable happens: Grace meets her idol, Jes. What starts out as an               
elusive glimpse of Fever Dream's world turns into an unlikely romance, and leads her to               
confront dark, complex truths about herself and the realities of stardom. 

 
 
 
Roth, Veronica. Four: A Divergent Collection 
Before he was “Four,” he was Tobias Eaton, the abused and alienated son of              
Marcus, leader of the Abnegation faction. These stories trace his path from the             
choice to join Dauntless to his first encounters with Tris, heroine of the trilogy and               
love of his life.  
 
 
 
 
 



Teague, David. How Oscar Indigo Broke the Universe (and Put it Back            
Together Again) 
Oscar Indigo has never been good at baseball, so naturally he's nervous when he has to                
fill in for his team's injured All-Star, Lourdes. Luckily, Oscar has a mysterious gold watch               
that can stop time, which he uses to fake a game-winning home run. Now Oscar's the                
underdog hero of his town and even Lourdes wants to be his friend. But the universe is a                  
precarious place, and you can't just steal time without any consequences. If Oscar doesn't              
find a way to return the time he stole, the universe will unwind completely. Oscar wants                
nothing more than to ask Lourdes for help, but what would a baseball star like her think of                  
a guy whose fake home run actually destroyed the universe? But as he and Lourdes grow                
closer, Oscar understands that it isn't always what you do that makes you special--but              
who you are. And that confidence just might be the key to fixing the universe. 
 
Watson, Renee. Piecing Me Together 
Jade is a girl striving for success in a world that seems like it's trying to break her. She                   
knows she needs to take every opportunity that comes her way. And she has: every day                
Jade rides the bus away from her friends to a private school where she feels like an                 
outsider, but where she has plenty of opportunities. But some opportunities Jade could do              
without, like the mentor programme for 'at-risk' girls. Just because her mentor is black              
doesn't mean she understands where Jade is coming from. Why is Jade always seen as               
someone to fix? But with a college scholarship promised at the end of it, how can Jade                 
say no? Jade feels like her life is made up of hundreds of conflicting pieces. Will it ever fit                   
together? Will she ever find her place in the world? More than anything, Jade just wants                
the opportunity to be real, to make a difference. 

 
 
Yee, F.C. The Epic Crush of Genie Lo 
The struggle to get into a top-tier college consumes fifteen 15-year-old Genie’s every             
waking thought. But when she discovers she’s an immortal who’s powerful enough to             
bash through the gates of Heaven with her fists, her perfectionist existence is shattered.              
Enter Quentin, a transfer student from China whose tone-deaf assertiveness beguiles           
Genie to the brink of madness. Quentin nurtures Genie’s bodacious          
transformation―sometimes gently, sometimes aggressively―as her sleepy Bay-area       
suburb in the Bay area comes under siege from Hell-spawn. 
 
 
 
  



NONFICTION (Grades 7&8) 
 

Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem.  Becoming Kareem: Growing Up On and Off the Court 
Like many kids in elementary school, Kareem (then Lew Alcindor) struggled with fitting in, pleasing a strict                 
father, and severe shyness that made him socially awkward. Unlike most kids, he also had to grapple with                  
a sudden growth spurt that shot him up taller than pretty much everyone around him, including students,                 
teachers, and even his own father. His increasing fame as a basketball player throughout high school                
brought new challenges as this shy boy was shoved into the national spotlight. At the same time, social                  
unrest in the country, particularly involving the growing civil rights movement, tugged at his conscience as                
he tried to find his place in it. After all, he was just a kid. What could he do? Recruited to UCLA, his fame                        
as an unstoppable center made him a college superstar. But as his fame rose, so did the social turmoil in                    
the country: Vietnam War protests, Malcolm X and the Nation of Islam, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,                 
large-scale riots, the Women's Movement. He could have hidden from all the turmoil as a sports celebrity,                 
but he chose to join in the social evolution. The result was converting to Islam and changing his name to                    
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. The public backlash was blistering, but he didn't waver. 

Anderson, Christopher.  The Numbers Game: Why Everything You Know About  
Football is Wrong 

Football has always been a numbers game: 4-4-2, the big number 9 and 3 points for a win. But what if up                      
until now we've been focusing on the wrong numbers? What if the numbers that really matter, the ones                  
that hold the key to winning matches, are actually 2.66, 53.4, 50/50, and 0 > 1? What if managers only                    
make a 15% difference? What if Chelsea should have bought Darren Bent? In this incisive, myth-busting                
book, Chris Anderson, former goalkeeper turned football statistics guru, and David Sally, former baseball              
pitcher turned behavioural economist, show that every shred of knowledge we can gather can help us to                 
love football and understand it even more. You'll discover why stopping a goal is more valuable than                 
scoring one, why corners should be taken short, and why it is better to improve your worst player than to                    
buy a superstar. 

Aronson, Marc.  Eyes of the World: Robert Capra, gerda Taro, and the Invention of  
Modern Photojournalism 

Robert Capa and Gerda Taro were young Jewish refugees, idealistic and in love. As photographers in the                 
1930s, they set off to capture their generation's most important struggle--the fight against fascism. Among               
the first to depict modern warfare, Capa, Taro, and their friend Chim took powerful photographs of the                 
Spanish Civil War that went straight from the action to news magazines. They brought a human face to                  
war with their iconic shots of a loving couple resting, a wary orphan, and, always, more and more                  
refugees--people driven from their homes by bombs, guns, and planes. 
 
Bausum, Ann.  The March Against Fear: The Last Great Walk of the Civil Rights  

Movement and the Emergence of Black Power 
James Meredith's 1966 march in Mississippi began as one man's peaceful protest for voter registration               
and became one of the South's most important demonstrations of the civil rights movement. It brought                
together leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. and Stokely Carmichael, who formed an unlikely alliance that                
resulted in the Black Power movement, which ushered in a new era in the fight for equality. The retelling                   
of Meredith's story opens on the day of his assassination attempt and goes back in time to recount the                   
moments leading up to that event and its aftermath. Readers learn about the powerful figures and                
emerging leaders who joined the over 200-mile walk that became known as the "March Against Fear." 
  



Brierley, Saroo.  Lion: A Long Way Home 
When Saroo Brierley used Google Earth to find his long-lost home town half a world away, he made                  
global headlines. Saroo had become lost on a train in India at the age of five. Not knowing the name of                     
his family or where he was from, he survived for weeks on the streets of Kolkata before being taken into                    
an orphanage and adopted by a couple in Australia. Despite being happy in his new family, Saroo always                  
wondered about his origins. When he was a young man the advent of Google Earth led him to pore over                    
satellite images of India for landmarks he recognized. And one day, after years of searching, he                
miraculously found what he was looking for and set off on a journey to find his mother. 
 
Britz, Allison.  Obsessed: A Memior of My Life With OCD 
Until sophomore year of high school, fifteen-year-old Allison Britz lived a comfortable life in an idyllic town.                 
She was a dedicated student with tons of extracurricular activities, friends, and loving parents at home.                
But after awakening from a vivid nightmare in which she was diagnosed with brain cancer, she was                 
convinced the dream had been a warning. Allison believed that she must do something to stop the cancer                  
in her dream from becoming a reality. It started with avoiding sidewalk cracks and quickly grew to                 
counting steps as loudly as possible. Over the following weeks, her brain listed more dangers and fixes.                 
She had to avoid hair dryers, calculators, cell phones, computers, anything green, bananas, oatmeal, and               
most of her own clothing. Unable to act "normal," the once-popular Allison became an outcast. Her                
parents questioned her behavior, leading to explosive fights. When notebook paper, pencils, and most              
schoolbooks were declared dangerous to her health, her GPA imploded, along with her plans for the                
future. Finally, she allowed herself to ask for help and was diagnosed with obsessive-compulsive              
disorder. 
 
Cassidy, Cody.  And Then You’re Dead: What Really Happens if You Get Swallowed By  

a Whale, Are Shot From a Cannon, or Go Barreling Over Niagara 
What would happen if you took a swim outside a deep-sea submarine wearing only a swimsuit? How long                  
could you last if you stood on the surface of the sun? How far could you actually get in digging a hole to                       
China? Paul Doherty, senior staff scientist at San Francisco’s famed Exploratorium Museum, and writer              
Cody Cassidy explore the real science behind these and other fantastical scenarios, offering insights into               
physics, astronomy, anatomy, and more along the way. 
 
Crossley-Holland, Kevin.  Norse Myths: Tales of Odin, Thor and Loki 
These dramatic, enthralling and atmospheric tales are based on the Scandinavian myth cycle – one of the                 
greatest and most culturally significant stories in the world – and tell of Odin with his one eye, Thor with                    
his mighty hammer and Loki, the red-haired, shape-shifting trickster. In this stunning illustrated anthology              
of myths, the strange world of ancient magic, giants, dwarfs and monsters is unforgettably imagined. 
 
Erickson-Schroth, Laura. “You’re in the Wrong Bathroom!” : And 20 Other Myths and 

Misconceptions About Transgender and Gender Nonconforming People 
From Laverne Cox to Caitlyn Jenner to Thomas Beattie ("the pregnant man") to transgender youth,               
coverage of transgender lives has been exploding over the last few years. Despite being prolifically               
covered in the media, much misinformation about the trans community persists. Bringing together the              
medical, social, psychological, and political aspects of being transgender today in the United States,              
"You're in the Wrong Bathroom!" And 20 Other Myths About Transgender and Gender-Nonconforming             
People unpacks the twenty-one most common myths about transgender people.  
 
 
  



 

Heiligman, Deborah.  Vincent and Theo: The Van Gogh Brothers 
The deep and enduring friendship between Vincent and Theo Van Gogh shaped both brothers' lives.               
Confidant, champion, sympathizer, friend--Theo supported Vincent as he struggled to find his path in life.               
They shared everything, swapping stories of lovers and friends, successes and disappointments, dreams             
and ambitions. Meticulously researched, drawing on the 658 letters Vincent wrote to Theo during his               
lifetime, Deborah Heiligman weaves a tale of two lives intertwined and the extraordinary love of the Van                 
Gogh brothers. 
 
Hutto, Joe.  When I Was a Turkey 
After a local farmer left a bowl of wild turkey eggs on Joe Hutto's front porch, his life was forever changed.                     
Hutto incubated the eggs and waited for them to hatch. Deep in the wilds of Florida's Flatlands, Hutto                  
spent each day living as a turkey mother, taking on the full-time job of raising sixteen turkey chicks. For                   
two years, Hutto dutifully cared for his family, roosting with them, taking them foraging, and immersing                
himself in their world. In return, they taught him how to see the world through their eyes. Here is the                    
remarkable true story of a man with a singular gift to connect with nature. 
 
Jarrow, Gail.  Bubonic Panic: When Plague Invaded America 
In March 1900, San Francisco’s health department investigated a strange and horrible death in              
Chinatown. A man had died of bubonic plague, one of the world’s deadliest diseases. But how could that                  
be possible? Bubonic Panic tells the true story of America’s first plague epidemic—the public health               
doctors who desperately fought to end it, the political leaders who tried to keep it hidden, and the brave                   
scientists who uncovered the plague’s secrets.  
 

Levinson, Cynthia.  Fault Lines in the Constitution: The Framers, Their Fights, and  
the Flaws that Affect us Today 

Many of the political issues we struggle with today have their roots in the US Constitution.                
Husband-and-wife team Cynthia and Sanford Levinson take readers back to the creation of this historic               
document and discuss how contemporary problems were first introduced--then they offer possible            
solutions. Think Electoral College, gerrymandering, even the Senate. Many of us take these features in               
our system for granted. But they came about through haggling in an overheated room in 1787, and we're                  
still experiencing the ramifications. 
 

Losure, Mary.  Isaac the Alchemist: Secrets of Isaac Newton, Reveal’d 
Before Isaac Newton became the father of physics, an accomplished mathematician, or a leader of the                
scientific revolution, he was a boy living in an apothecary's house, observing and experimenting,              
recording his observations of the world in a tiny notebook. As a young genius living in a time before                   
science as we know it existed, Isaac studied the few books he could get his hands on, built handmade                   
machines, and experimented with alchemy--a process of chemical reactions that seemed, at the time, to               
be magical.  
 
Melvin, Leonard.  Chasing Space: An Astronaut’s Story of Grit, Grace, and Second  

Chances 
Leland Melvin is the only person in human history to catch a pass in the National Football League and in                    
space. Though his path from the gridiron to the heavens was riddled with setbacks and injury, Leland                 
persevered to reach the stars. While training with NASA, Melvin suffered a severe injury that left him deaf.                  
Leland was relegated to earthbound assignments, but chose to remain and support his astronaut family.               
His loyalty paid off. Recovering partial hearing, he earned his eligibility for space travel. He served as                 
mission specialist for two flights aboard the shuttle Atlantis, working on the International Space Station.               
As a chemist, athlete, engineer and space traveler, Leland's life story is a study in the science of                  
achievement.  



Mundy, Liza.  Code Girls: The Untold Story of the American Women Code Breakers  
Who Helped Win World War II 

Recruited by the U.S. Army and Navy from small towns and elite colleges, more than ten thousand                 
women served as codebreakers during World War II. While their brothers and boyfriends took up arms,                
these women moved to Washington and learned the meticulous work of code-breaking. Their efforts              
shortened the war, saved countless lives, and gave them access to careers previously denied to them. A                 
strict vow of secrecy nearly erased their efforts from history; now, through dazzling research and               
interviews with surviving code girls, bestselling author Liza Mundy brings to life this riveting and vital story                 
of American courage, service, and scientific accomplishment. 
 
Ollestad, Norman.  Crazy for the Storm 
Eleven-year-old Norman Ollestad was a gifted skier. After winning the 1979 Southern California Slalom              
Skiing Championship, his father chartered a small plane to fly Norman home, so that his son could collect                  
his trophy and train with his team. Moments later the Cessna, engulfed in a blizzard, crashed into the San                   
Gabriel Mountains and was left suspended at 8,000 feet. Norman's father, his coach and his hero, was                 
dead. Climbing out of the wreckage, young Norman begins a gruelling descent, thousands of feet down                
an icy mountain. Blinded by heavy snow and faced with a raging wind and below-freezing temperatures,                
he attempts to guide his father's injured girlfriend to safety. Kept alive by sheer will, Norman summons                 
everything his father taught him about determination and courage to save his own life. 

 
Saedi, Sara.  Americanized: Rebel Without a Green Card 
At thirteen, bright-eyed, straight-A student Sara Saedi uncovered a terrible family secret: she was              
breaking the law simply by living in the United States. Only two years old when her parents fled Iran, she                    
didn't learn of her undocumented status until her older sister wanted to apply for an after-school job, but                  
couldn't because she didn't have a Social Security number. 
Fear of deportation kept Sara up at night, but it didn't keep her from being a teenager. She desperately                   
wanted a green card, along with clear skin, her own car, and a boyfriend. 
 
Sheinkin, Steve.  Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football  

Team 
Jim Thorpe: Super athlete, Olympic gold medalist, Native American. Pop Warner: Indomitable coach,             
football mastermind, Ivy League grad. Before these men became legends, they met in 1907 at the                
Carlisle Indian Industrial School in Pennsylvania, where they forged one of the winningest teams in               
American football history. Called "the team that invented football," they took on the best opponents of                
their day, defeating much more privileged schools such as Harvard and the Army in a series of                 
breathtakingly close calls, genius plays, and bone-crushing hard work. 

Shepard, Ray Anthony.  Now or Never!  Fifty-Fourth Massachusetts Infantry War to  
End Slavery 

Here is the riveting dual biography of two little-known but extraordinary men in Civil War history―George                
E. Stephens and James Henry Gooding. These Union soldiers not only served in the Massachusetts 54th                
Infantry, the well-known black regiment, but were also war correspondents who published eyewitness             
reports of the battlefields. Their dispatches told the truth of their lives at camp, their intense training, and                  
the dangers and tragedies on the battlefield. Like the other thousands of black soldiers in the regiment,                 
they not only fought against the Confederacy and the inhumanity of slavery, but also against injustice in                 
their own army. The regiment’s protest against unfair pay resulted in America’s first major civil rights                
victory―equal pay for African American soldiers.  



Swanson, James L. Chasing King’s Killer: The Hunt for Martin Luther King Jr.’s  
Assassin 

In his meteoric, thirteen-year rise to fame, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. led a mass movement for Civil Rights                   
-- with his relentless peaceful, non-violent protests, public demonstrations, and eloquent speeches. But as              
violent threats cast a dark shadow over Dr. King's life, Swanson hones in on James Earl Ray, a bizarre,                   
racist, prison escapee who tragically ends King's life. 

 
Urquhart, Alistair.  The Forgotten Highlander: My Incredible Story of Survival During  

the War in the Far East 
Alistair Urquhart was a soldier in the Gordon Highlanders captured by the Japanese in Singapore. He not                 
only survived working on the notorious Bridge on the River Kwai , but he was subsequently taken on one                   
of the Japanese 'hellships' which was torpedoed. Nearly everyone else on board died and Urquhart spent                
5 days alone on a raft in the South China Sea before being rescued by a whaling ship. He was taken to                      
Japan and then forced to work in a mine near Nagasaki. Two months later a nuclear bomb dropped just                   
ten miles away . . . This is the extraordinary story of a young men, conscripted at nineteen and whose                    
father was a Somme Veteran, survived not just one, but three close encounters with death - encounters                 
which killed nearly all his comrades. 

Weinersmith, Kelly.  Soonish: Ten Emerging Technologies That Will Improve and/or 
Ruin Everything 

What will the world of tomorrow be like? How does progress happen? And why don't we have a lunar                   
colony yet? In this witty and entertaining book, Zach and Kelly Weinersmith give us a snapshot of the                  
transformative technologies that are coming next - from robot swarms to nuclear fusion powered-toasters              
- and explain how they will change our world in astonishing ways. By weaving together their own                 
research, interviews with pioneering scientists and Zach's trademark comics, the Weinersmiths           
investigate why these innovations are needed, how they would work, and what is standing in their way. 

Westover, Tara.  Educated 
Tara Westover grew up preparing for the End of Days, watching for the sun to darken, for the moon to                    
drip as if with blood. She spent her summers bottling peaches and her winters rotating emergency                
supplies, hoping that when the World of Men failed, her family would continue on, unaffected. She hadn’t                 
been registered for a birth certificate. She had no school records because she’d never set foot in a                  
classroom, and no medical records because her father didn’t believe in doctors or hospitals. According to                
the state and federal government, she didn’t exist. As she grew older, her father became more radical,                 
and her brother, more violent. At sixteen Tara decided to educate herself. Her struggle for knowledge                
would take her far from her Idaho mountains, over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to                 
Cambridge. Only then would she wonder if she’d travelled too far. If there was still a way home.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
SERIES FICTION (SEQUELS/TRILOGIES) 

 
Avi. Crispin. 
Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-century England flees his               
village and meets a larger-than-life juggler who holds a dangerous secret. 
(First book: Crispin: The Cross of Lead. Three books as of 2018.) 
  
Ellis, Deborah. The Cocalero Novels. 
In order to make more money for his family, twelve-year-old Diego, who lives with his imprisoned mother                 
in the San Sebastian Women's Prison in Cochabamba, Bolivia, leaves his job as an errand boy and                 
begins working as part of an illegal cocaine operation. 
(First book:i I am a Taxi. Two books as of 2018.) 
  
Gilman, David. Danger Zone. 
Soon after escaping an assassin that bursts from the shadows to try and kill him in the dark windswept                   
grounds of his school in Dartmoor, Max Gordon discovers that his explorer father has gone missing. Max                 
is determined to find him whatever dangers may lie in his path. 
(First book: The Devil’s Breath. Three books as of 2018.) 
  
Lane, Andy. Young Sherlock Holmes. 
The year is 1868, and Sherlock Holmes is 14. His life is that of a perfectly ordinary army officer's son:                    
boarding school, good manners, a classical education. With his father suddenly posted to India,              
Sherlock’s life is no longer ordinary. 
(First book: Death Cloud. Nine books as of 2018.)  
  
Lu, Marie. The Legend Trilogy. 
In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, a famous                 
criminal, and June, the brilliant prodigy soldier hired to capture him, discover that they have a common                 
enemy. 
(First book: Legend. Three books as of 2018.) 
  
Mowll, Joshua. Guild of Specialists. 
The posthumous papers of Rebecca MacKenzie document her adventures, along with her brother Doug,              
in 1920s China. The teenaged siblings are sent to live aboard their uncle's ship where they become                 
involved in the dangerous activities of a secret society, the Honourable Guild of Specialists. 
(First book: Operation Red Jericho. Three books as of 2018.) 
 
Pearson, Ridley. Steel Trapp. 
Steven "Steel" Trapp and his friend Kaleigh realize their elite boarding school is actually a recruitment                
facility for a top-secret government program with dark elements that could endanger all of their lives. 
(First book: Steel Trapp: The Academy. Two books as of 2018.) 
  
Shusterman, Neal. Antsy Bonano. 
A Brooklyn eighth-grader nicknamed Antsy befriends the Schwa, an "invisible-ish" boy, then donates a              
month of his life to another classmate and goes on a family cruise where he becomes embroiled in                  
international intrigue. 
(First book: The Schwa Was Here. Three books as of 2018.) 
  
 



Smith, Roland. I, Q. 
Quest and his stepsister Angela are thrust into the dangerous world of the American Secret Service and                 
the Israeli Mossad when they learn Angela's real mother was a former Secret Service agent who was                 
killed by a terrorist group. 
(First book: Independence Hall. Six books as of 2018.) 
  
Stewart, Paul. Wyrmeweald. 
In Wyrmeweald, man is both hunter and hunted and 17-year-old Micah may never return alive. After a                 
near-brush with death on the edge of a canyon, Micah soon finds a chance to prove his worth when he                    
meets with Eli, a veteran tracker, and has continuing adventures in mysterious Wyrmeweald. 
(First book: Returner’s Wealth. Three books as of 2018.) 
  
Stiefvater, Maggie.  The Raven Cycle. 
Blue has spent the majority of her 16 years being told that if she kisses her true love, he will die. When                      
Blue meets Gansey's spirit on the corpse road she knows there is only one reason why - either he is her                     
true love or she has killed him. Determined to find out the truth, Blue becomes involved with the Raven                   
Boys. 
(First book: The Raven Boys. Four books as of 2018.) 
 
Wilson, Jacqueline. Hetty Feather. 
Hetty Feather is a Foundling Hospital girl and was given her name when she was left there as a baby by                     
her mother. But she always longed to be called Sapphire, after her sapphire-blue eyes. When she is                 
reunited with her mother, she hopes her new name, Sapphire Battersea, will also mean a new life! 
(First book: Hetty Feather. Eight books as of 2018.) 
  



CLASSICS & OLD FAVORITES 
 
Baum, L. Frank. The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (c1900)  
The adventures of a young girl from Kansas, her dog, and her friends – the Cowardly Lion, the Tin                   
Woodsman, and the Scarecrow—in the magical land of Oz. 
  
Bond, Nancy. A String in the Harp (c1976) 
Relates what happens to three American children, unwillingly transplanted to Wales for one year, when               
one of them finds an ancient harp-tuning key that takes him back to the time of the great sixth-century                   
bard Taliesin. 
 
Collier, James Lincoln and Christopher Collier. My Brother Sam is Dead (c1974) 
During the American Revolution, one son joins the rebel forces while the rest of the family tries to stay                   
neutral in a Tory town. 
 
Creech, Sharon. Bloomability  (c1998) 
Dinnie is snatched by her aunt and uncle and taken to Switzerland where she becomes a pupil at an                   
international boarding school. Separated from her family, she starts a new life that's strange and               
frightening . . . beautiful and full of adventure. 
  
Cushman, Karen. The Midwife’s Apprentice (c1995) 
In a small village in medieval England, a young homeless girl acquires a home and a new career when                   
she becomes the apprentice to a sharp-tempered midwife. 
  
Doyle, Arthur Conan. Hound of the Baskervilles (c1902)  
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's classic Sherlock Holmes mystery, "The Hound of the Baskervilles," about a               
legendary monster that haunts the moor. 
 
 Farmer, Nancy.  The Ear, the Eye and the Arm (c1994) 
Set in Zimbabwe, in the year 2194, General Matsika's three children are kidnapped and put to work in a                   
plastic mine, They are pursued by the Ear, the Eye and the Arm, detectives hired by the children’s                  
parents, who always seem to arrive too late. The worst danger of all lies at the top of the Mile High                     
MacIlwaine, a hotel so tall that it sways like a tree in the wind. For up there are not merely humans, but                      
spirits whose aim is to devour the souls of Zimbabwe. 
 
Fox, Paula. The Slave Dancer: A Novel (c1973) 
Kidnapped by the crew of an Africa-bound ship, a thirteen-year-old boy discovers to his horror that he is                  
on a slaver and his job is to play music for the exercise periods of the human cargo. 
 
Hiaasen, Carl. Hoot  (c2002) 
Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt to save a                  
colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site. 
  
Keller, Helen. Story of My Life (c1903)  
Presents a chronology of the life and works of Helen Keller where she describes the challenges of being                  
both deaf and blind and the many obstacles she had to overcome 
  
Mikaelsen, Ben. Petey (c1998) 
In 1922 Petey, who has cerebral palsy, is misdiagnosed as an "idiot" and institutionalized; sixty years                
later, still in the institution, he befriends a boy and shares with him the joy of life. 



  
O’Brien, Robert. Z for Zachariah (c1975) 
Seemingly the only person left alive after a nuclear war, a sixteen-year-old girl is relieved to see a man                   
arrive in her valley until she realizes that he is a tyrant and she must somehow escape. 
  
Pyle, Howard. Merry Adventures of Robin Hood (c1883)  
Follows Robin Hood as he becomes an outlaw after a conflict with foresters and through his many                 
adventures and run-ins with the law. 
  
Ransome, Arthur. Swallows and Amazons (c1930) 
The Walker children - also known as Captain John, Mate Susan, Able-Seaman Titty, and Ship's Boy                
Roger - set sail on the Swallow and head for Wild Cat Island. There they camp under open skies, swim in                     
clear water and go fishing for their dinner. But their days are disturbed by the Blackett sisters, the fierce                   
Amazon pirates. The Swallows and Amazons decide to battle it out, and so begins a summer of                 
unforgettable discoveries and incredible adventures. 
 
Steinbeck, John. The Red Pony (c1933) 
This is the tragic story of Jody, a young farm boy, and his red pony. As he meets disaster with brave                     
acceptance, his knowledge of life matures. 
 
Stevenson, Robert Louis. Treasure Island (c1883)  
While going through the possessions of a deceased guest who owed them money, the mistress of the inn                  
and her son find a treasure map that leads them to a pirate's fortune. 
 
Tolkien, J R R. The Hobbit, or There and Back Again (c1937)  
Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit-hole until the day the               
wandering wizard Gandalf chooses him to share in an adventure from which he may never return 
 
Verne, Jules. 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (c1869)  
Retells the adventures of a French professor and his two companions as they sail above and below the                  
world's oceans as prisoners on the fabulous electric submarine of the deranged Captain Nemo. 
 
Whelan, Gloria. Homeless Bird (c2000) 
Thirteen-year-old Koly enters into an ill-fated arranged marriage and must either suffer a destiny dictated               
by India's customs or find the courage to oppose tradition. 
  
  
 
 


