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RECENT FICTION 

  
Anderson, John David. Posted 
In middle school, words aren't just words. They can be weapons. They can be gifts. The right                 
words can win you friends or make you enemies. They can come back to haunt you.                
Sometimes they can change things forever. When cell phones are banned at Branton Middle              
School, Frost and his friends Deedee, Wolf, and Bench come up with a new way to                
communicate: leaving sticky notes for each other all around the school. It catches on, and               
soon all the kids in school are leaving notes--though for every kind and friendly one, there is                 
a cutting and cruel one as well. In the middle of this, a new girl named Rose arrives at school                    
and sits at Frost's lunch table. Rose is not like anyone else at Branton Middle School, and it's                  
clear that the close circle of friends Frost has made for himself won't easily hold another. As                 
the sticky-note war escalates, and the pressure to choose sides mounts, Frost soon realizes              
that after this year, nothing will ever be the same. 

Avi. The Player King 
England, 1486. King Henry VII has recently snatched the English Crown and now sits on the                
throne, while young Prince Edward, who has a truer claim, has apparently disappeared.             
Meanwhile, a penniless kitchen boy named Lambert Simnel is slaving away at a tavern in               
Oxford--until a mysterious friar, Brother Simonds, buys Lambert from the tavern keeper and             
whisks him away in the dead of night. But this is nothing compared to the secret that the friar                   
reveals: You, Lambert, are actually Prince Edward, the true King of England! With the aid of                
the deceitful Earl of Lincoln, Brother Simonds sets out to teach the boy how to become the                 
rightful English king. Lambert has everything to gain and nothing to lose, or so he thinks. Yet                 
in this dangerous battle for the throne, Lambert is not prepared for what's to come--or for                
what it really means to play at being a king. 

Behar, Ruth. Lucky Broken Girl 
Ruthie Mizrahi and her family recently emigrated from Castro's Cuba to New York City. Just               
when she's finally beginning to gain confidence in her mastery of English--and enjoying her              
reign as her neighborhood's hopscotch queen--a horrific car accident leaves her in a body              
cast and confined her to her bed for a long recovery. As Ruthie's world shrinks because of                 
her inability to move, her powers of observation and her heart grow larger and she comes to                 
understand how fragile life is, how vulnerable we all are as human beings, and how friends,                
neighbors, and the power of the arts can sweeten even the worst of times. 
 
Bunker, Lisa. Felix Yz 
When Felix Yz was three years old, a hyperintelligent fourth-dimensional being became            
fused inside him after one of his father’s science experiments went terribly wrong. The              
creature is friendly, but Felix—now thirteen—won’t be able to grow to adulthood while they’re              
still melded together. So a risky Procedure is planned to separate them . . . but it may end up                    
killing them both instead. This book is Felix’s secret blog, a chronicle of the days leading up                 
to the Procedure. Some days it’s business as usual—time with his close-knit family, run-ins              
with a bully at school, anxiety about his crush. But life becomes more out of the ordinary with                  
the arrival of an Estonian chess Grandmaster, the revelation of family secrets, and a              
train-hopping journey. When it all might be over in a few days, what matters most? 



 
Camlot, Heather. Clutch 
It is 1946 in a poor Jewish neighborhood in Montreal where a few dollars equals a fortune,                 
and no matter where you go you will find the best home cooking anywhere on Earth. It is                  
also a million miles away from the posh mansions on the other side of town. But a                 
12-year-old boy can still hope. On the other side of town something incredible is happening.               
Jackie Robinson is playing for the Montreal Royals. And he's going to change the world. If                
Jackie can do that, then there is hope that a poor Jewish kid from The Plateau can succeed                  
as well. 

 
Cao, Wenxuan. Bronze and Sunflower 
When Sunflower, a young city girl, moves to the countryside, she grows to love the reed                
marsh lands – the endlessly flowing river, the friendly buffalo with their strong backs and               
shiny round heads, the sky that stretches on and on in its vastness. However, the days are                 
long, and the little girl is lonely. Then she meets Bronze, who, unable to speak, is ostracized                 
by the other village boys. Soon the pair are inseparable, and when Bronze’s family agree to                
take Sunflower in, it seems that fate has brought him the sister he has always longed for.                 
But life in Damaidi is hard, and Bronze’s family can barely afford to feed themselves. Will                
the city girl be able to stay in this place where she has finally found happiness? 
 
Cartaya, Pablo. The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora 
For Arturo, summertime in Miami means playing basketball until dark, sipping mango            
smoothies, and keeping cool under banyan trees. And maybe a few shifts as junior              
lunchtime dishwasher at Abuela's restaurant. Maybe. But this summer also includes           
Carmen, a poetry enthusiast who moves into Arturo's apartment complex and turns his             
stomach into a deep fryer. He almost doesn't notice the smarmy land developer who rolls               
into town and threatens to change it. Arturo refuses to let his family and community go down                 
without a fight, and as he schemes with Carmen, Arturo discovers the power of poetry and                
protest through untold family stories and the work of José Martí. 

 
Clarke, Cat. The Pants Project 
“My name is Liv (Not Olivia)... I'm not technically a girl. I'm Transgender. Which is a bit like                  
being a transformer. Only not quite as cool because I probably won't get to save the world                 
one day." Liv knows he was always meant to be a boy, but with his new school's terrible                  
dress code, he can't even wear pants. Only skirts. Operation: Pants Project begins! The              
only way for Liv to get what he wants is to go after it himself. But to Liv, this isn't just a                      
mission to change the policy--it's a mission to change his life. And that's a pretty big deal. 

 
Cooper, Abby. Bubbles 
Twelve-year-old Sophie Mulvaney's world has been turned upside down. Mom lost her job             
at the TV station and broke up with Pratik, whom Sophie adored. Her teacher is making                
them do a special project about risk-taking, so Sophie gets roped into doing a triathlon. And                
to top it all off, she's started seeing bubbles above people's heads that tell her what these                 
people are thinking. Seeing other people's thoughts seems like it should be cool, but it's               
actually just stressful. What does it mean that Pratik wishes she and Mom were with him to                 
eat dinner? Is her best friend Kaya really going out with their other best friend, Rafael, whom                 
Sophie also has a crush on? And can Sophie's mom ever go back to her old self?  



 
Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Journey of Little Charlie 
Twelve-year-old Charlie is down on his luck: His sharecropper father just died and Cap'n              
Buck -- the most fearsome man in Possum Moan, South Carolina -- has come to collect a                 
debt. Fearing for his life, Charlie strikes a deal with Cap'n Buck and agrees to track down                 
some folks accused of stealing from the cap'n and his boss. It's not too bad of a bargain for                   
Charlie... until he comes face-to-face with the fugitives and discovers their true identities.             
Torn between his guilty conscience and his survival instinct, Charlie needs to figure out his               
next move -- and soon. It's only a matter of time before Cap'n Buck catches on. 
 
Dee, Barbara. Halfway Normal 
Norah Levy has just completed two years of treatment for leukemia and is ready to go back                 
to the "real world" of middle school. She knows it'll be tricky--but like the Greek mythological                
characters she read about while she was sick, Norah's up for any challenge. But seventh               
grade turns out to be harder than she thought. Norah's classmates don't know what to make                
of her. Her best friend, Harper, tries to be there for her, but she doesn't get it, really--and is                   
hanging out with a new group of girls. Norah's other good friend, Silas, is avoiding her.                
What's that about, anyway? When Norah is placed with the eighth graders for math and               
science, she meets Griffin, a cute boy who encourages her love of Greek mythology and art.                
And Norah decides not to tell him her secret--that she was "that girl" who had cancer. But                 
when something happens to make secret-keeping impossible, Norah must figure out a way             
to share her story. 

 
English, Karen. It All Comes Down to This 
It's 1965, Los Angeles. All twelve-year-old Sophie wants to do is write her book, star in the                 
community play, and hang out with her friend Jennifer. But she's the new black kid in a                 
nearly all-white neighborhood; her beloved sister, Lily, is going away to college soon; and              
her parents' marriage is rocky. There's also her family's new, disapproving housekeeper to             
deal with. When riots erupt in nearby Watts and a friend is unfairly arrested, Sophie learns                
that life--and her own place in it--is even more complicated than she'd once thought. 
 
 
Fox, Janet S. The Charmed Children of Rookskill Castle 
Twelve-year-old Kat Bateson likes to have a logical explanation for everything. But even she              
can't make sense of the strange goings-on at Rookskill Castle, the drafty old Scottish castle-               
turned-school where she and her siblings have been sent to escape the London Blitz.              
What's making those terrifying sounds at night? Why do the castle's walls seem to have a                
mind of their own? And why do people keep mysteriously appearing and disappearing? Kat              
thinks she knows the answer: Lady Eleanor, who rules Rookskill Castle, is harboring a Nazi               
spy. But when her classmates begin to vanish, one by one, Kat must face the truth about :                  
what the castle actually harbors and what Lady Eleanor is - before it's too late. 
 
Fusco, Kimberly Newton. Chasing Augustus 
Rosie must get Augustus back. He may be a big, sloppy dog and her grandpa Harry says he                  
can't live in the flat, but he forgets how much you can love a dog. He is the true-blue friend                    
of Rosie's soul and she will do anything to find him. She doesn't need any help, especially                 
not from Philippe, the new boy downstairs, because he is useless and looks like a puppy                
about to be kicked. She'll have to face Swanson, who never talks to anyone and always                
knows when you've stolen her apples. Rosie is about to embark on an incredible adventure. 



Gibbs, Stuart. Spy School Secret Service 
Thirteen-year-old Ben Ripley has had a lot of field success despite only just beginning his               
second year at Spy School, something even graduates rarely experience. But he'd never             
have survived without the help from experienced agents and his friends. Now he's been              
called in on a solo mission--and the fate of the United States of America is on his shoulders                  
alone. The Mission: Prevent a presidential assassination by infiltrating the White House, and             
locating the enemy operative. But when the president's son is as helpful as a hamster, and                
a trained SPYDER agent would never appear to be up to something (they're far too clever                
for that), Ben may be in over his head this time. And when everything goes wrong, Ben must                  
rely on his Spy School friends to save his reputation...but even friends can double-cross or               
be swayed to the enemy's side. 

 
 
Gratz, Alan. Refugee 
Joseph is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration               
camps looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other side of the world . . .                    
Isabel is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and her family                  
set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America . . . Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015. With                      
his homeland torn apart by violence and destruction, he and his family begin a long trek                
toward Europe . . . All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face                   
unimaginable dangers -- from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is always the              
hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents             
and decades, shocking connections will tie their stories together in the end. This             
action-packed novel tackles topics both timely and timeless: courage, survival, and the            
quest for home. 
 

 
Griffin, Paul. Saving Marty 
Eleven-year-old Lorenzo Ventura knows heroes are rare--like his father, who died in the             
war, or his friend Paloma Lee, who fearlessly pursues her dream of being a famous               
musician. Renzo would never describe himself as a hero, but his chance comes when he               
adopts Marty, a runt piglet. Marty is extraordinary--he thinks he's a dog and acts like one                
too--and his bond with Renzo is truly one of a kind. At first, the family farm seems like the                   
perfect home for Marty, but as he approaches 350 pounds, it becomes harder for Renzo to                
convince his mom that a giant pig makes a good pet. So when Marty causes a dangerous                 
(and expensive) accident, Renzo knows Marty's time is up. He'd do anything and everything              
for his best friend, but will everything be enough to save Marty? 

 
Harrington, Janice N. Catching a Story Fish 
Keet knows the only good thing about moving away from her Alabama home is that she’ll                
live near her beloved grandfather. When Keet starts school, it’s even worse than she              
expected, as the kids tease her about her southern accent. Now Keet, who can “talk the                
whiskers off a catfish,” doesn’t want to open her mouth. Slowly, though, while fishing with               
her grandfather, she learns the art of listening. Gradually, she makes her first new friend.               
But just as she’s beginning to settle in, her grandfather has a stroke, and even though he’s                 
still nearby, he suddenly feels ever-so-far-away. Keet is determined to reel him back to her               
by telling him stories; in the process she finds her voice and her grandfather again. 
  



Haydu, Corey Ann. The Someday Suitcase 
Clover and Danny are the kind of best friends who make each other even better. They're so                 
important to each other that Clover believes they're symbiotic her favorite science word,             
which describes two beings who can't function without the other. But when Danny comes              
down with a mysterious illness that won't go away, the doctors can't figure out what's wrong                
with him. So Clover decides to take matters into her own hands by making lists--list of                
Danny's symptoms, his good days, his bad days. As the evidence piles up, only one thing                
becomes clear: Danny is only better when Clover is around.Suddenly it feels like time is               
running out for Clover and Danny to do everything they've planned together--to finally see              
snow, to go on a trip with the suitcase they picked out together. Will science be able to save                   
Danny, or is this the one time when magic can overcome the unthinkable? 
 
Kelkar, Supriya. Ahimsa 
In 1942, when Mahatma Gandhi asks Indians to give one family member to the freedom               
movement, ten-year-old Anjali is devastated to think of her father risking his life for the               
freedom struggle. But it turns out he isn't the one joining. Anjali's mother is. And with this                 
change comes many more adjustments designed to improve their country and use            
"ahimsa"--non-violent resistance--to stand up to the British government. First the family           
must trade in their fine foreign-made clothes for homespun cotton, so Anjali has to give up                
her prettiest belongings. Then her mother decides to reach out to the Dalit community, the               
"untouchables" of society. Anjali is forced to get over her past prejudices as her family               
becomes increasingly involved in the movement. When Anjali's mother is jailed, Anjali must             
step out of her comfort zone to take over her mother's work, ensuring that her little part of                  
the independence movement is completed. 

Lisle, Janet Taylor. Quicksand Pond 
The pond is called Quicksand Pond. It’s a shadowy, hidden place, full of chirping, shrieking,               
croaking life. It’s where, legend has it, people disappear. It’s where scrappy Terri Carr lives               
with her no-good family. And it’s where twelve-year-old Jessie Kettel is reluctantly spending             
her summer vacation. Jessie meets Terri on a raft out in the water, and the two become fast                  
friends. On Quicksand Pond, Jessie and Terri can be lost to the outside world—lost until               
they want to be found. But a tragedy that occurred many decades ago has had lingering                
effects on this sleepy town, and especially on Terri Carr. And the more Jessie learns, the                
more she begins to question her new friendship—and herself. 
 
 
Lupica, Mike. Lone Stars 
Clay is a quarterback's dream. When he zips across the field, arms outstretched, waiting for               
the ball to sail into his hands, there's no denying him the catch. Like most Texans, Clay is                  
never more at home than when playing football. And his coach, a former star player for the                 
Dallas Cowboys, is just like a second father. But as the football season kicks off, Clay                
begins to notice some odd behavior from his coach--lapses in his memory and strange              
mood swings. The conclusion is painful, but obvious: Coach Cooper is showing side effects              
of the many concussions he sustained during his playing days. As Clay's season wears on,               
it becomes clear that the real victory will be to help his coach walk onto that famous star                  
logo in the middle of Cowboys Field one last time--during a Thanksgiving day ceremony              
honoring him and his former Super Bowl-winning teammates. 

 
 



Lyttle, Alex. From Ant to Eagle 
It's the summer before grade six and Calvin Sinclair is bored to tears. He's recently moved                
from a big city to a small town and there's nothing to do. It's hot, he has no friends and the                     
only kid around is his six-year-old brother, Sammy, who can barely throw a basketball as               
high as the hoop. Cal occupies his time by getting his brother to do almost anything: from                 
collecting ants to doing Calvin's chores. And Sammy is all too eager - as long as it means                  
getting a "Level" and moving one step closer to his brother's Eagle status. When Calvin               
meets Aleta Alvarado, a new girl who shares his love for Goosebumps books and              
adventure, Sammy is pushed aside. Cal feels guilty but not enough to change. At least not                
until a diagnosis causes things at home to fall apart and he's left wondering whether Sammy                
will ever complete his own journey... From Ant to Eagle. 
 
McCullough, Kelly. School for Sidekicks 
Evan Quick has spent his whole life dreaming of becoming a hero. Every morning he wakes                
up and runs through a checklist of test to see if he's developed powers over night, and                 
every day it is the same thing - nothing. No flying, no super strength, no heat rays or cold                   
beams. No invulnerability - that always hurt to check - no telepathy, no magic. Not even the                 
ability to light a light bulb without flipping a switch. And now, he's finally ready to give up.                  
But then, the class field trip to the Mask Museum is interrupted by a super villain attack, and                  
Evan somehow manages to survive a death ray. Even better, Evan's favorite Mask, Captain              
Commanding, shows up to save them all -- and when things go very wrong, it's Evan who                 
finds the strength to come to Captain Commanding's rescue. Yet the hero's reception Evan              
is expecting never happens. Before he even gets the chance to say hello, Evan is bundled                
away to The Academy, an institution derisively called The School for Sidekicks by its              
students. Forced to take classes like Banter Basics and Combat with Dinnerware, while             
being assigned as an 'apprentice' to Foxman - a Mask widely considered a has-been -- Evan                
starts to worry that he'll never be able to save the day. 

Messner, Kate. The Exact Location of Home 
Kirby "Zig" Zigonski lives for the world of simple circuits, light bulbs, buzzers, and motors.               
Electronics are, after all, much more predictable than most people--especially his father,            
who he hasn't seen in over a year. When his dad's latest visit is canceled with no                 
explanation and his mom seems to be hiding something, Zig turns to his best friend Gianna                
and a new gizmo--a garage sale GPS unit--for help. Convinced that his dad is leaving clues                
around town to explain his absence, Zig sets out to find him. Following one clue after                
another, logging mile after mile, Zig soon discovers that people aren't always what they              
seem . . . and sometimes, there's more than one set of coordinates for home. 
 
 
Messner, Kate. The Seventh Wish 
When Charlie Brennan goes ice fishing on her town's frozen lake, she's hoping the fish she                
reels in will help pay for her dream: a fancy Irish dancing dress for her upcoming                
competition. But when Charlie's first catch of the day happens to be a talking fish offering                
her a wish in exchange for its freedom, her world quickly turns upside down, as her wishes                 
go terribly and hilariously wrong. Just as Charlie is finally getting the hang of communicating               
with a magical wishing fish, a family crisis with her older sister brings reality into sharp                
focus. Charlie quickly learns that the real world doesn't always keep fairy-tale promises and              
life's toughest challenges can't be fixed by a simple wish. 

 



O’Reilly, Jane H. The Notations of Cooper Cameron 
Eleven-year-old Cooper Cameron likes things to be in order. When he eats, he chews every               
bite three times on each side. Sometimes he washes his hands in the air with invisible                
water. He invented these rituals after the death of his beloved grandfather to protect others               
he loves from terrible harm. But when Cooper's strange behavior drives a wedge between              
his parents, and his relationship with his older sister, Caddie, begins to fray, his mother's               
only solution is to take Cooper and Caddie to the family cabin for the summer. Armed with a                  
collection of rocks, his pet frog, and his notebook, Cooper vows to cure himself and bring his                 
damaged family back together. 
 
 
Pullman, Philip. The Adventures of John Blake: Mystery of the Ghost Ship 
Trapped in the mists of time by a terrible research experiment gone wrong, John Blake and                
his mysterious ship are doomed to sail between the centuries, searching for a way home. In                
the ocean of the modern day, John rescues a shipwrecked young girl his own age, Serena,                
and promises to help. But returning Serena to her own time means traveling to the one                
place where the ship is in most danger of destruction. The all-powerful Dahlberg             
Corporation has an ambitious leader with plans far greater and more terrible than anyone              
has realized, and he is hot on their trail. For only John, Serena, and the crew know                 
Dahlberg's true intentions, and only they have the power to stop him from bending the world                
to his will. 
 
Reynolds, Jason. Patina 
Follow-up to Ghost 
Patina, or Patty, runs like a flash. She runs for many reasons--to escape the taunts from the                 
kids at the fancy-schmancy new school she's been sent to since she and her little sister had                 
to stop living with their mom. She runs from the reason WHY she's not able to live with her                   
"real" mom any more: her mom has The Sugar, and Patty is terrified that the disease that                 
took her mom's legs will one day take her away forever. So Patty's also running for her                 
mom, who can't. But can you ever really run away from any of this? As the stress builds up,                   
it's building up a pretty bad attitude as well. Coach won't tolerate bad attitude. No day, no                 
way. And now he wants Patty to run relay...where you have to depend on other people?                
How's she going to do THAT? 
 
Riordan, Rick. The Hidden Oracle 
Punished by his father, Zeus, sun god Apollo falls from grace—literally—first landing            
painfully in a dumpster and then, humiliatingly, into the service of a streetwise, 12-year-old              
demigod named Meg McCaffrey. The now-mortal Apollo seeks help from Camp Half-Blood            
and its resident heroes only to find that there’s been a plague of disappearances among the                
demigods, the camp has been cut off from the Oracle of Delphi and its quest-granting               
prophecies, and a sinister conspiracy is working tirelessly to destroy everything the former             
sun god holds dear.  
 
 
Sayre, Justin. Pretty 
Though she appears confident, stylish, and easygoing at school, Sophie lives a nightmare             
at home. When her mother's alcohol addiction spirals out of control, Sophie's Auntie Amara              
steps in to help. She teaches Sophie new lessons about her family and heritage, while also                
challenging her to rethink how she feels about friends, boys, and even her sense of place in                 
the Brooklyn neighborhood where she lives.  



Siegel, Mark. The Sand Warrior 
The Five Worlds are on the brink of extinction unless five ancient and mysterious beacons               
are lit. When war erupts, three unlikely heroes will discover there's more to             
themselves--and more to their worlds--than meets the eye.Oona Lee, the clumsiest           
student at the Sand Dancer Academy, is a fighter with a destiny bigger than she could ever                 
imagine. An Tzu, a boy from the poorest slums, has a surprising gift and a knack for                 
getting out of sticky situations. Jax Amboy is the star athlete who is beloved by an entire                 
galaxy, but what good is that when he has no real friends? When these three kids are                 
forced to team up on an epic quest, it will take not one, not two, but 5 WORLDS to contain                    
all the magic and adventure! 

 
 
Smy, Pam. Thornhill 
As she unpacks in her new bedroom, Ella is irresistibly drawn to the big old house that she                  
can see out of her window. Surrounded by overgrown gardens, barbed wire fences and              
'keep out' signs, it looks derelict. But that night, a light goes on in one of the windows. And                   
the next day she sees a girl in the grounds. Ella is hooked. The house has a story to tell.                    
She is sure of it. Enter Thornhill, Institute for Children, and discover the dark secrets that                
lie within.But once inside, will you ever leave? 
 
 
 
Tarpley, Natasha. The Harlem Charade 
Harlem is home to all kinds of kids. Jin sees life passing her by from the window of her                   
family's bodega. Alex wants to help the needy one shelter at a time, but can't tell anyone                 
who she really is. Elvin's living on Harlem's cold, lonely streets, surviving on his own after                
his grandfather was mysteriously attacked. When these three strangers join forces to find             
out what happened to Elvin's grandfather, their digging leads them to an enigmatic artist              
whose missing masterpieces are worth a fortune -- one that might save the neighborhood              
from development by an ambitious politician who wants to turn it into Harlem World, a               
ludicrous historic theme park. But if they don't find the paintings soon, nothing in their               
beloved neighborhood will ever be the same. 
 

 
Teague, David. How Oscar Indigo Broke the Universe (and Put it Back Together             
Again) 
Oscar Indigo has never been good at baseball, so naturally he's nervous when he has to                
fill in for his team's injured All-Star, Lourdes. Luckily, Oscar has a mysterious gold watch               
that can stop time, which he uses to fake a game-winning home run. Now Oscar's the                
underdog hero of his town and even Lourdes wants to be his friend. But the universe is a                  
precarious place, and you can't just steal time without any consequences. If Oscar doesn't              
find a way to return the time he stole, the universe will unwind completely. Oscar wants                
nothing more than to ask Lourdes for help, but what would a baseball star like her think of                  
a guy whose fake home run actually destroyed the universe? But as he and Lourdes grow                
closer, Oscar understands that it isn't always what you do that makes you special--but who               
you are. And that confidence just might be the key to fixing the universe. 

 



Tyre, Lisa Lewis. Hope in the Holler 
Right before Wavie's mother died, she gave Wavie a list of instructions to help her find her                 
way in life, including this one: Be brave, Wavie B! You got as much right to a good life as                    
anybody, so find it! But little did Wavie's mom know that events would conspire to bring                
Wavie back to Conley Hollow, the Appalachian hometown her mother tried to leave             
behind. Now Wavie's back in the Holler - and in the clutches of her Aunt Samantha Rose.                 
Life with the devilish Samantha Rose and her revolting cousin Hoyt is no picnic, but there's                
real pleasure in sleeping in her own mother's old bed, and making friends with the funny,                
easygoing kids her aunt calls the "neighbourhood no accounts." With their help, Wavie just              
might be able to prevent her aunt from becoming her legal guardian, and find her courage                
and place in the world. 
 
 
Valente, Catherynne M. The Glass Town Game 
Inside a small Yorkshire parsonage, Charlotte, Branwell, Emily, and Anne Bronte have            
invented a game called Glass Town, where their toy soldiers fight Napoleon and no one               
dies. This make-believe land helps the four escape from a harsh reality: Charlotte and              
Emily are being sent away to a dangerous boarding school. But then something incredible              
happens: a train whisks them all away to a real Glass Town, and the children trade the                 
moors for a wonderland all their own. This is their Glass Town...almost. Their Napoleon              
never rode into battle on a fire-breathing porcelain rooster. And the soldiers can die; wars               
are fought over a potion that raises the dead, a potion Anne would very much like to bring                  
back to England. But returning is out of the question--Charlotte will never go back to that                
horrible school. 

 
Walliams, David. Bad Dad 
Dads come in all sorts of shapes and sizes. There are fat ones and thin ones, tall ones                  
and short ones. There are young ones and old ones, clever ones and stupid ones. There                
are silly ones and serious ones, loud ones and quiet ones. Of course, there are good                
dads, and bad dads . . .A high-speed cops and robbers adventure with heart and soul                
about a father and son taking on the villainous Mr Big – and winning! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



NONFICTION (Grades 5&6) 
 

Atkins, Laura.  Fred Korematsu Speaks Up 
Fred Korematsu liked listening to music on the radio, playing tennis, and hanging around with his                
friends—just like lots of other Americans. But everything changed when the United States went to war                
with Japan in 1941 and the government forced all people of Japanese ancestry to leave their homes on                  
the West Coast and move to distant prison camps. This included Fred, whose parents had immigrated to                 
the United States from Japan many years before. But Fred refused to go. He knew that what the                  
government was doing was unfair. And when he got put in jail for resisting, he knew he couldn't give up. 
 
Bolden, Tonya.  Facing Frederick: The Life of Frederick Douglass, a Monumental American  

Man 
Frederick Douglass (1818–1895) is best known for the telling of his own emancipation. But there is much                 
more to Douglass’s story than his time spent enslaved and his famous autobiography. In his paper, the                 
North Star, he pressed for an end to slavery and was outspoken in favor of women’s suffrage. Once the                   
nation’s struggles between freedom and slavery led to armed conflict, he pushed President Abraham              
Lincoln to allow black men to fight in the Union cause. After the Civil War, Douglass remained tireless in                   
seeking to improve the lives of African-Americans until the end of his life. 
 
Burns, Loree Griffin.  Life On Surtsey, Iceland’s Upstart Island 
On November 14, 1963, a volcano fifteen miles off the shore of Iceland exploded under the sea, resulting                  
in a brand-new island. Scientists immediately recognized Surtsey for what it was: an opportunity to               
observe the way life takes hold. Loree Griffin Burns follows entomologist Erling Ólafsson on a five-day trip                 
to Surtsey, where since 1970 he has studied the arrival and survival of insects and other species.                 
Readers see how demanding conditions on Surtsey can be, what it’s like to eat and work while making                  
the smallest impact possible, and the passion driving these remarkable scientists in one of the world’s                
most unique fields ever!  
 
Chin, Jason.  Grand Canyon 
Rivers wind through earth, cutting down and eroding the soil for millions of years, creating a cavity in the                   
ground 277 miles long, 18 miles wide, and more than a mile deep known as the Grand Canyon. Home to                    
an astonishing variety of plants and animals that have lived and evolved within its walls for millennia, the                  
Grand Canyon is much more than just a hole in the ground. Follow a father and daughter as they make                    
their way through the cavernous wonder, discovering life both present and past. Weave in and out of time                  
as die cuts show you that a fossil today was a creature much long ago, perhaps in a completely different                    
environment. 

Doyle, Caitlin.  We Can Do Anything: 200 Incredible Women Who Changed the World 
From sports to innovation, art to politics - meet the incredible women who got there first, in the incredible                   
girl-o-pedia of astounding achievements! Ever heard the saying "It's a man's world"? Clearly, the speaker               
had never met Amelia Earhart or Harriet Tubman. Those feisty females, and many more, rivaled their                
male counterparts in everything from computer programming to civil rights, and from world speed records               
to the invention of the chocolate chip cookie! Did you know that the first computer programmer was a                  
woman? Countess Ada Lovelace (1842). Or that the inventor of the life raft, windshield wiper, and Kevlar                 
were all female? Maria Beaseley (1882), Mary Anderson (1903), Stephanie Kwolek (1966). Read about              
ground-breaking inventions and feats of endurance by these incredible women. 
  



Goldstone, Lawrence.  Higher, Steeper, Faster: The Daredevils Who Conquered the Skies 
Aviator Lincoln Beachey broke countless records: he looped-the-loop, flew upside down and in             
corkscrews, and was the first to pull his aircraft out of what was a typically fatal tailspin. As Beachey and                    
other aviators took to the skies in death-defying acts in the early twentieth century, these innovative                
daredevils not only wowed crowds, but also redefined the frontiers of powered flight. Higher, Steeper,               
Faster takes readers inside the world of the brave men and women who popularized flying through their                 
deadly stunts and paved the way for modern aviation. 
 
Levinson, Cynthia.  Fault Lines in the Constitution: The Framers, Their Fights, and  

the Flaws that Affect us Today 
Many of the political issues we struggle with today have their roots in the US Constitution.                
Husband-and-wife team Cynthia and Sanford Levinson take readers back to the creation of this historic               
document and discuss how contemporary problems were first introduced--then they offer possible            
solutions. Think Electoral College, gerrymandering, even the Senate. Many of us take these features in               
our system for granted. But they came about through haggling in an overheated room in 1787, and we're                  
still experiencing the ramifications. 
 
Melvin, Leonard.  Chasing Space (Young Reader’s Edition) 
Leland Melvin is the only person in human history to catch a pass in the National Football League and in                    
space. Though his path from the gridiron to the heavens was riddled with setbacks and injury, Leland                 
persevered to reach the stars. While training with NASA, Melvin suffered a severe injury that left him deaf.                  
Leland was relegated to earthbound assignments, but chose to remain and support his astronaut family.               
His loyalty paid off. Recovering partial hearing, he earned his eligibility for space travel. He served as                 
mission specialist for two flights aboard the shuttle Atlantis, working on the International Space Station.               
As a chemist, athlete, engineer and space traveler, Leland's life story is a study in the science of                  
achievement.  
 
Sherman, Cindy.  Meet Cindy Sherman: Artist, Photographer, Chameleon 
How does someone become a ground-breaking artist? Does it start when you're very little and discover                
that you like to play dress up? Does it happen when you're ten years old and someone gives you a                    
Polaroid camera for Christmas? Maybe it begins in college, when you're finally on your own to discover                 
the world as you see it for the first time. Looking at the life of legendary photographer Cindy Sherman,                   
Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan have created an unconventional biography, that much like Cindy              
Sherman's famous photographs, has something a little more meaningful under the surface. Infusing the              
narrative with Sherman's photographs, as well as children's first impressions of the photographs, this is a                
biography that goes beyond birth, middle age, and later life. It's a look at how we look at art. 

Sylvester, Kevin.  Basketballogy: Supercool Facts You Never Knew 
For die-hard basketball fans and casual spectators alike, this collection of fascinating facts about the               
game will be a welcome addition to their library. From the origins of the game to how much players are                    
paid, and the evolution of the basketball shoe, this book covers a wide range of topics. Among others are                   
how the color barrier was breached, the rise of women’s basketball, and innovations that have made the                 
game accessible to disabled athletes.  
  



 
Wallace, Sandra Neil.  Bound By Ice: A True North Pole Story 
In the years following the Civil War, “Arctic fever” gripped the American public, fueled by myths of a fertile,                   
tropical sea at the top of the world. Several explorers attempted to find a route to the North Pole, but none                     
succeeded. Bound by Ice follows the journey of George Washington De Long and the crew of the USS                  
Jeannette, who departed San Francisco in the summer of 1879 hoping to find a route to the North Pole.                   
However, in mid-September the ship became locked in ice north of Siberia and drifted for nearly two                 
years before it was crushed by ice and sank. De Long and his men escaped the ship and began a                    
treacherous journey in extreme polar conditions in an attempt to reach civilization. Many—including De              
Long—did not survive. A riveting true-life adventure, Bound by Ice includes excerpts from De Long’s               
extensive journals, which were recovered with his body; newspapers from the time; and photos and               
sketches by the men on the expedition.  
 
Weatherford, Carole.  You Can Fly: The Tuskegee Airmen 
I WANT YOU! says the poster of Uncle Sam. But if you’re a young black man in 1940, he doesn’t want                     
you in the cockpit of a war plane. Yet you are determined not to let that stop your dream of flying. So                      
when you hear of a civilian pilot training program at Tuskegee Institute, you leap at the chance. Soon you                   
are learning engineering and mechanics, how to communicate in code, how to read a map. At last the day                   
you’ve longed for is here: you are flying! From training days in Alabama to combat on the front lines in                    
Europe, this is the story of the Tuskegee Airmen, the groundbreaking African-American pilots of World               
War II.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SERIES FICTION (SEQUELS/TRILOGIES) 
 
Angleberger, Tom. Origami Yoda. 
A group of sixth-grade friends solve mysteries and navigate the perils of middle school with the help of                  
origami Star Wars-themed finger puppets made by a weird kid named Dwight. 
(First book: The Strange Case of Origami Yoda. Seven books as of 2018.) 
  
Barnett, Mac. The Brixton Brothers. 
Seventh-grader Steve Brixton always wanted to be a detective -- until he found out he already WAS one.  
(First book: The Case of the Case of Mistaken Identity. Four books as of 2018.)  
  
Barron, T.A. Merlin. 
A young boy who has no identity nor memory of his past washes ashore on the coast of Wales and finds                     
his true name after a series of fantastic adventures. 
(First book: The Lost Years of Merlin. Five books as of 2018.) 
  
Blackwood, Sage. Jinx. 
It's not every day that your evil stepdad abandons you in the deep, dark forest of the Urwald. But that’s                    
the beginning of the story for Jinx, who goes on to develop his magical skills and struggles save his world. 
(First book: Jinx: The Wizard’s Apprentice. Three books as of 2018.) 
  
Cattell, Bob. Glory Gardens. 
A team of young cricketers and their captain, Hooker, struggle to develop their game, compete against                
rivals and cope with changing fortune. 
(First book: Glory in the Cup. Eight books as of 2018.) 
  
Craig, Joe. Jimmy Coates. 
An 11-year-old boy discovers he has strange powers, and a future that holds mystery, adventure - and                 
death. 
(First book: Jimmy Coates: Killer. Seven books as of 2018.) 
  
Gantos, Jack. Norvelt. 
In the historic town of Norvelt, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Jack Gantos spends the summer of 1962               
grounded for various offenses until he is assigned to help an elderly neighbor with a most unusual chore. 
(First book: Dead End in Norvelt. Two books as of 2018.) 
 
Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Shadow Children. 
In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, Luke has                   
lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm, until another "third" convinces him that                   
the government is wrong. 
(First book: Among the Hidden. Seven books as of 2018.) 
 
Higgins, Simon. Moonshadow. 
Moonshadow's future as agent of the Grey Light Order hangs in the balance when he receives his first                  
mission--to steal the plans for a secret weapon developed by a power-hungry warlord who is 
threatening to use the device to plunge medieval Japan into civil war. 
(First book: Moonshadow: Rise of the Ninja. Three books as of 2018.) 



 
Kessler, Liz. Emily Windsnap. 
Emily lives on a boat, but her mother has always tried to keep her out of the water. It is only when she has                        
her first swimming lesson that she discovers it is her natural element. When she finally gets into the sea,                   
Emily grows a tail and soon begins to explore a glorious underwater world. 
(First book: The Tail of Emily Windsnap. Seven books as of 2018.) 
  
Meloy, Colin. The Wildwood Chronicles. 
When her baby brother is kidnapped by crows, Prue McKeel adventures with her friend Curtis deep into                 
the Impassable Wilderness. There they uncover a secret world in the midst of violent upheaval, a world                 
full of warring creatures, peace-loving mystics and powerful figures with the darkest intentions. 
(First book: Wildwood. Three books as of 2018.) 
  
Sparkes, Ali. The Shapeshifter. 
Dax Jones is an ordinary schoolboy - until something extraordinary happens. While frightened for his life,                
he inexplicably changes into a fox. Before long, both a government agent and an ambitious young                
journalist are on his tail. 
(First book: Finding the Fox. Six books as of 2018.) 
  
Williams-Garcia, Rita. Gaither Sisters. 
In the summer of 1968, after traveling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California to spend a month with the                  
mother they barely know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome                
and multiple surprises. They eventually return to Brooklyn and then visit relatives in the South. 
(First book: One Crazy Summer. Three books as of 2018.). 
  



CLASSICS & OLD FAVORITES 
   
Almond, David. Skellig (c1999) 
Two lonely children form a bond when they secretly take on the care of a crusty, otherworldly old man                   
living in a ramshackled garage. A mystical story of love and friendship. 
 
Cleaver, Vera. Where the Lilies Bloom (c1969) 
In the Great Smoky Mountains region, a fourteen-year-old girl struggles to keep her family together after                
their father dies. 
   
Danziger, Paula, with Ann M. Martin. P.S. Longer Letter Later (c1998) 
Tara is outgoing and impulsive and likes to write, while Elizabeth is shy, quiet and prefers writing poetry.                  
Even so, they are best friends. When Tara moves to Ohio, the girls continue their friendship through                 
letters back and forth to each other. 
  
Fletcher, Susan. Shadow Spinner (c1998) 
When Marjan, a thirteen-year-old disabled girl, joins the Sultan's harem in ancient Persia, she gathers for                
Shahrazad the stories which will save the queen's life. 
 
Gipson, Fred. Old Yeller (c1956)  
Set in the rugged landscape of early frontier Texas, a tale of love and hardship emerges as 14-year-old                  
Travis is faced with taking over his family's farm and making a painful, important decision. 
 
Gray, Elizabeth Jane. Adam of the Road (1962) 
The adventures of eleven-year-old Adam as he travels the open roads of thirteenth-century England              
searching for his missing father, a minstrel, and his stolen red spaniel, Nick. 
 
Henry, Marguerite. King of the Wind  (c1949) 
Sham and the stable boy Agba travel from Morocco to France to England, where Sham's majesty is at                  
last recognized and he becomes the "Godolphin Arabian", ancestor of the most superior thoroughbred              
horses. 
 
L'Engle, Madeleine. A Wrinkle in Time (c1962)  
The story of Meg Murry, a high-school-aged girl, who is transported on an adventure through time and                 
space with her younger brother Charles Wallace and her friend Calvin O'Keefe to rescue her father, a                 
gifted scientist, from the evil forces that hold him prisoner on another planet. *also a series 
 
London, Jack. White Fang  (c1906)  
The adventures in the northern wilderness of a dog who is part wolf and how he comes to make his peace                     
with man. 
 
Lowry, Lois. Number the Stars (c1989) 
In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave and                
courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis. 



 
Morpurgo, Michael. Kensuke’s Kingdom (c1999) 
Michael is swept off his family's yacht and washes up on a desert island. He struggles to survive--until he                   
finds he is not alone. 
 
Philbrick, Rodman. Freak the Mighty (c1993) 
At the beginning of eighth grade, learning-disabled Max and his new friend, Freak, whose birth defect has                 
affected his body but not his brilliant mind, find that when they combine forces, they make a powerful                  
team. 
 
Sachar, Louis. Holes (c1998) 
As further evidence of his family's bad fortune that they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, 
Stanley Yelnats is sent to a hellish correctional camp in the Texas desert where he finds his first real                   
friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 


