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Alexander, William. Goblin Secrets. c2013 
Hoping to find his lost brother, Rownie escapes the home of the witch Graba and joins goblins who 
perform in Zombay, a city where humans are forbidden to wear masks and act in plays. 
 
Booraem, Ellen. Texting the Underworld. c2013 
Conor O'Neill faces his cowardice and visits the underworld to bargain with the Lady who can prevent 
the imminent death of a family member, but first Ashling, the banshee who brought the news, wants to 
visit his middle school. 

Cooper, Susan. Ghost Hawk. c2013 
In the winter of his 11th year, Little Hawk goes deep into the forest, where he must endure a three 
month test of solitude and survival, which will turn him into a man. But outside the woods, English 
settlers are landing on the shores of the New World, and tensions between native tribes and the 
invaders are rising. Little Hawk's fate becomes irreversibly entwined with that of John, a young 
English boy who dares to question intolerance. 
 
Engle, Margarita. The Lightning Dreamer: Cuba's Greatest Abolitionist. c2013 
A free verse novel which evokes the voice of Gertrudis Gomez de Avellaneda, a book-loving writer, 
feminist, and abolitionist who courageously fought injustice in nineteenth-century Cuba. 
 
Kittscher, Kristen. The Wig in the Window. c2013 
When their game of neighborhood spying takes a dark turn one night, pre-teen sleuths Sophie Young 
and Grace Yang find themselves caught in a dangerious cat-and-mouse game with their bizarre 
guidance counselor, who may be hiding something sinister. 
 
Morris, Jackie. East of the Sun, West of the Moon. c2013 
A girl travels with a polar bear and learns of his secret sadness as they journey to the homes of the four 
Winds and to the castle East of the sun, West of the moon. 

Phillips, Gin. The Hidden Summer. c2013 
When twelve-year-old Nell and her best friend, Lydia, are forbidden to see each other, they hatch a 
plan to spend their summer days in an abandoned miniature golf course, where they soon find others in 
search of a home. 

Quick, Matthew.  Boy 21.  c2012 
Finley, an unnaturally quiet boy who is the only white player on his high school's varsity basketball 
team, lives in a dismal Pennsylvania town that is ruled by the Irish mob, and when his coach asks him 
to mentor a troubled African American student who has transferred there from an elite private school in 
California, he finds that they have a lot in common in spite of their apparent differences. 

Sax, Aline.  The War Within These Walls.  c2013 
Misha and his family do their best to survive in the appalling conditions of the Warsaw ghetto during 
World War II, and ultimately make a final, desperate stand against the Nazis. 

Timberlake, Amy. One Came Home. c2014. 
In 1871 Wisconsin, thirteen-year-old Georgia sets out to find her sister Agatha, presumed dead when 
remains are found wearing the dress she was last seen in. 
 
Vanderpool, Clare. Navigating Early. c2013 
Odyssey-like adventure of two boys' incredible quest on the Appalachian Trail where they deal with 
mountain men, buried secrets, and extraordinary encounters. 
 
 
 
 



 
SERIES FICTION  
Avi.  Crispin: The Cross of Lead.   (series: Crispin) 
Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-century England flees his 
village and meets a larger-than-life juggler who holds a dangerous secret. 
 
Cooney, Caroline B.  The Face on the Milk Carton.   (Companion novels: The Janie Books) 
No one ever really paid close attention to the faces of the missing children on the milk cartons. But as 
Janie Johnson glanced at the face of the ordinary little girl with her hair in tight pigtails, wearing a 
dress with a narrow white collar--a three-year-old who had been kidnapped twelve years before from a 
shopping mall in New Jersey--she felt overcome with shock. She recognized that little girl--it was she. 
 
Ellis, Deborah.  I am a Taxi.   (series: The Cocalero Novels) 
In order to make more money for his family, twelve-year-old Diego, who lives with his imprisoned 
mother in the San Sebastian Women's Prison in Cochabamba, Bolivia, leaves his job as an errand boy 
and begins working as part of an illegal cocaine operation. 
 
Gilman, David.  The Devil’s Breath.   (series: Max Gordon Hits the Danger Zone) 
Soon after escaping an assassin that bursts from the shadows to try and kill him in the dark windswept 
grounds of his school in Dartmoor, Max Gordon discovers that his explorer father has gone missing. 
Max is determined to find him whatever dangers may lie in his path. 
 
Lane, Andy. Death Cloud.   (series: Young Sherlock Holmes) 
The year is 1868, and Sherlock Holmes is 14. His life is that of a perfectly ordinary army officer's son: 
boarding school, good manners, a classical education. With his father suddenly posted to India, 
Sherlock’s life is no longer ordinary. 
 
Lu, Marie.  Legend.   (series: A Legend Novel) 
In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, a 
famous criminal, and June, the brilliant prodigy soldier hired to capture him, discover that they have a 
common enemy. 
 
Mowll, Joshua. Operation Red Jericho.   (series: Guild of Specialists) 
The posthumous papers of Rebecca MacKenzie document her adventures, along with her brother 
Doug, in 1920s China as the teenaged siblings are sent to live aboard their uncle's ship where they 
become involved in the dangerous activities of a secret society, the Honourable Guild of Specialists. 
 
Pearson, Ridley. Steel Trapp: The Academy.   (series: Steel Trap) 
Steven "Steel" Trapp and his friend Kaleigh realize their elite boarding school is actually a recruitment 
facility for a top-secret government program with dark elements that could endanger all of their lives. 
 
Shusterman, Neal.  The Schwa Was Here.   (Companion novels follow) 
A Brooklyn eighth-grader nicknamed Antsy befriends the Schwa, an "invisible-ish" boy who is tired of 
blending into his surroundings and going unnoticed by nearly everyone. 
 
Smith, Roland. Independence Hall.   (Series:  I Q) 
Quest and his stepsister Angela are thrust into the dangerous world of the American Secret Service and 
the Israeli Mossad when they learn Angela's real mother was a former Secret Service agent who was 
killed by a terrorist group. 
 
Stewart, Paul.  Returner’s Wealth.   (series: Wyrmeweald) 
Young pioneer, Micah, enters Wrymeweald full of hope to return home having made his fortune. In 
Wyrmeweald, man is both hunter and hunted and 17-year-old Micah may never return alive. After a 
near-brush with death on the edge of a canyon, Micah soon finds a chance to prove his worth when he 
meets with Eli, a veteran tracker. 
 
Wilson, Jacqueline.  Sapphire Battersea.   (series: Hetty Feather) 
Hetty Feather is a Foundling Hospital girl and was given her name when she was left there as a baby by 
her mother. But she always longed to be called Sapphire, after her sapphire-blue eyes. When she is 
reunited with her mother, she hopes her new name, Sapphire Battersea, will also mean a new life! 



OLD FAVORITES  
Bond, Nancy. A String in the Harp. (1976)  
Relates what happens to three American children, unwillingly transplanted to Wales for one year, when 
one of them finds an ancient harp-tuning key that takes him back to the time of the great sixth-century 
bard Taliesin.  
 
Creech, Sharon. Bloomability. (1998)  
Dinnie is snatched by her aunt and uncle and taken to Switzerland where she becomes a pupil at an 
international boarding school. Separated from her family, she starts a new life that's strange and 
frightening . . . beautiful and full of adventure.  
 
Cushman, Karen. The Midwife’s Apprentice. (1995)  
In a small village in medieval England, a young homeless girl acquires a home and a new career when 
she becomes the apprentice to a sharp-tempered midwife.  
 
Farmer, Nancy. A Girl Named Disaster. (1996)  
When journeying to Zimbabwe, eleven-year-old Nhamo struggles to escape drowning and starvation 
and in so doing comes close to the luminous world of the African spirits.  
 
Fox, Paula. The Slave Dancer: A Novel. (1973)  
Kidnapped by the crew of an Africa-bound ship, a thirteen-year-old boy discovers to his horror that he 
is on a slaver and his job is to play music for the exercise periods of the human cargo.  
 
Gray, Elizabeth Jane. Adam of the Road. (1962)  
The adventures of eleven-year-old Adam as he travels the open roads of thirteenth-century England 
searching for his missing father, a minstrel, and his stolen red spaniel, Nick.  
 
Hiaasen, Carl. Hoot. (2002)  
Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt to save a 
colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site.  
 
Mikaelsen, Ben. Petey. (1998)  
In 1922 Petey, who has cerebral palsy, is misdiagnosed as an "idiot" and institutionalized; sixty years 
later, still in the institution, he befriends a boy and shares with him the joy of life.  
 
O’Brien, Robert. Z for Zachariah. (1975)  
Seemingly the only person left alive after a nuclear war, a sixteen-year-old girl is relieved to see a man 
arrive in her valley until she realizes that he is a tyrant and she must somehow escape.  
 
Peck, Richard. A Long Way from Chicago. (1998)  
A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois with his sister during the Great Depression to 
visit their larger-than-life grandmother.  
 
Philbrick, Rodman. Freak the Mighty. (Blue Sky Press, 1993)  
At the beginning of eighth grade, learning-disabled Max and his new friend, Freak, whose birth defect 
has affected his body but not his brilliant mind, find that when they combine forces, they make a 
powerful team.  
 
Whelan, Gloria. Homeless Bird. (2000)  
Thirteen-year-old Koly enters into an ill-fated arranged marriage and must either suffer a destiny 
dictated by India's customs or find the courage to oppose tradition.  
 
Zindel, Paul. The Pigman. (1968)  
Two high school sophomores from unhappy homes form a close friendship with a lonely old man who 
has a terrible secret.  



CLASSICS  
 
Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. (1813)  
In early nineteenth-century England, a spirited young woman copes with the courtship of a snobbish 
gentleman as well as the romantic entanglements of her four sisters.  
 
Bradbury, Ray. Something Wicked This Way Comes. (1962)  
Two boys, best friends in a small mid-western town, finally come to understand that of all the terrors 
threatening them exists within themselves. 
 
Cooper, James Fenimore. The Last of the Mohicans. (1826)  
During the fierce French and Indian wars, an adroit scout named Hawkeye and his companion, 
Chingachgook, weave through the spectacular and dangerous wilderness of upstate New York, fighting 
to save the beautiful Munro sisters from the Huron renegade Magua.  
 
Dodge, Mary Mapes. The Silver Skates or Hans Brinker. (1865)  
A Dutch brother and sister work toward two goals--finding the doctor who can restore their father's 
memory and winning the competition for the silver skates.  
 
Doyle, Arthur Conan. Hound of the Baskervilles. (1902)  
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's classic Sherlock Holmes mystery, "The Hound of the Baskervilles," about a 
legendary monster that haunts the moor.  
 
Gipson, Fred. Old Yeller. (1956)  
Set in the rugged landscape of early frontier Texas, a tale of love and hardship emerges as fourteen-
year-old Travis is faced with taking over his family's farm and making a painful, important decision.  
 
Keller, Helen. Story of My Life. (1903)  
Presents a chronology of the life and works of Helen Keller where she describes the challenges of 
being both deaf and blind and the many obstacles she had to overcome  
 
London, Jack. White Fang. (1906)  
The adventures in the northern wilderness of a dog who is part wolf and how he comes to make his 
peace with man.  
 
Mitchell, Margaret. Gone with the Wind. (1936)  
After the Civil War sweeps away the luxurious life to which she has been accustomed, Scarlett O'Hara 
sets about salvaging her plantation home.  
 
Shakespeare, William. The Tempest.  
Prospero, the exiled Duke of Milan and his baby daughter Miranda find themselves marooned on an 
island which is only inhabited by Caliban, son of a witch, and the spirit Ariel. The years pass with the 
Duke growing in magical skills. Divining his enemies proximity he summons a great storm to wash 
them ashore. Unharmed, the shipwreck survivors are separated, their wanderings directed by the 
invisible Ariel. What follows is a tangle of illusions, test of love, and acts of vengeance.  
 
Steinbeck, John. The Red Pony. (1933)  
This is the tragic story of Jody, a young farm boy, and his red pony. As he meets disaster with brave 
acceptance, his knowledge of life matures.  
 
Stevenson, Robert Louis. The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. (1886)  
A London lawyer investigates strange occurrences between his old friend, Dr. Henry Jekyll and the 
misanthropic Edward Hyde.  
 
Verne, Jules. Journey to the Center of the Earth. (1864)  
After discovering a strange parchment in Iceland, Professor Harry and his guide, Hans, embark on a 
treacherous journey complete with a cave man and prehistoric monsters.  



NONFICTION  
Butterfield, Moira. London : A Time Traveller's Guide. (Franklin Watts, 2013)  
Ancient treasures, long-forgotten buildings and even skeletons of long-gone Londoners lie hidden 
beneath the bustling crowds and the brand new skyscrapers of today. Imagine you could travel through 
the centuries to discover some of those hidden secrets for yourself. This book will take you on a trip 
through London's amazing story.  
 
Carlson, Rachel. Silent Spring. (Houghton Mifflin, 1962)  
Presents facts about the effects of pesticides on the environment, health and genetics.  
 
Coerr, Eleanor. Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes. (Dell, 1977)  
Tells the story of a young leukemia victim of Hiroshima, who gallantly made more than six hundred 
paper cranes in hopes, according to legendary prophesy, of becoming well again.  
 
Dahl, Roald. Boy: Tales of Childhood. (Cape, 1984)  
Presents humorous anecdotes from the author's childhood, including summer vacations in Norway and 
an English boarding school.  
 
Diakité, Baba Wagué. A Gift from Childhood : Memories of an African Boyhood. (Groundwood 
Books, 2010) A memoir in which Baba Diakite recalls the time he spent as a child with his 
grandparents in a tiny Malian village where he learned to catch a catfish with his bare hands, listened to 
his grandmother's stories, and soaked in other life lessons.  
 
Gogerly, Liz.  Cool Brands.  (Wayland Publishers) 
Learn about cool brands throughout the ages, from the historic Coca Cola brand to today's Apple Inc. 
Find out all about Brand Beckham, read an interview with a brand designer and discover how to design 
a cool brand logo, step by step!  
 
Heat of the Moment : 25 Extraordinary Stories from Olympic and Paralympic History. (Wiley, 
2011) In this remarkable collection, the most respected journalists of seven decades describe the 
greatest Olympic and Paralympic moments that took place before their eyes. A fascinating mix of 
personal achievements and unexpected drama, the articles delve into the stories behind the headlines to 
bring the moment and its context vividly to life.  
 
Herriot, James. All Creatures Great and Small. (St. Martin’s Press, 1972)  
An English veterinarian reminisces about his life, career and animal patients in a small village.  
 
Hurley, Michael. Surviving the Wilderness. (Raintree, 2012)  
Using dramatic stories of real-life survivors, this accessible series explores how people can respond to 
and recover from extreme situations.  
 
Johnson, Cathy. Artist's Journal Workshop : Creating Your Life in Words and Pictures. (North 
Light Books, 2011) Provides guidance in creating a meaningful art journal and includes exercises to 
help personalize a journal, writing and art prompts, and pages from international artists' journals.  
 
Martin, Russell. The Mysteries of Beethoven’s Hair. (Charlesbridge, 2009)  
Examines the true story of a lock of hair clipped from Beethoven's head at the time of his death in 
1827, its transport to a safe house in Denmark in 1943, auction in 1994, and scientist's ability to finally 
determine the cause of the composer's death.  
 
Toseland, Martin. Infographica. (Quercus, 2012)  
Ever wanted to see the world in a new way? Infographica collects intriguing data from across our 
planet - including facial hair styles of famous dictators, the countries with the most McDonald's 
restaurants and the world's most expensive divorces - and presents it in stylish, memorable and original 
infographics. Quirky, irreverent and visually appealing, this book is a must for everyone wishing to 
keep informed, and be inspired, by innovative graphic design. 


